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A WINE JOURNEY THROUGH BROKE FORDWICH

Linking the Communities of Broke Fordwich Bulga & Milbrodale

GET READY TO BREAKOUT! GET ON
THE BROKE FORDWICH WINE TRAIL

$1.8 MILLION IN SUPPORT FOR THE
COMMUNITY PIVOTAL IN ENDORSEMENT
OF COUNCIL’S COVID-19 RESPONSE

NAKED WINES TO LAUNCH $5M SUPPORT
FUND FOR WINEMAKERS DISRUPTED BY
COVID-19

OUR WILDLIFE

Australia’s wine consumers are
continuing to enjoy a regular glass of
wine
SHADES OF BLUE AS TREES COLOUR
MENTAL HEALTH CONVERSATIONS

FUN AND LEARNING RETURN TO RURAL
HALLS WITH FREE MOBILE PRESCHOOL
SERVICE
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FROM THE EDITOR

The Silk Road to Sharing
As the Editor of an international blockbuster like COCKFIGHTER (we have more
readers in Bulga, Broke, Milbrodale and Fordwich than the New York Times, the
ASAHI SHIMBUN, the Manchester Guardian, the Washington Post and the South
China News put together – admittedly because for some reason, they don’t deliver
here), I delight in trumpeting – or even drumming – the example of a local business
person in the current corona crisis.
If there is one standout phrase that embodies the Australian approach to this
ghastly, invisible spectre that has stalked the globe in 2020, it is WE ARE ALL IN
THIS TOGETHER: Our Federal and State Governments, united as never before by
this monumental tragedy, have stressed this appeal for a united approach from the
time the emergency became apparent.
Basic to that approach is the need for all to tighten their belts because of the economic impact on our lives, think and act for others because there are so many of
those ‘others’ who are suffering more, and ‘do the decent thing’ regarding any imposition (financial or otherwise) in the course of charges and costs which are part
of our normal (pre-COVID-19) experience.
The Federal Government’s jobseeker and other initiatives speak for themselvesand there are State Government assistance programs as well - all of which consolidate my personal beliefs in the basic principles of this remarkable country we
are privileged to live in: a fair go, free speech, mateship in adversity and quiet pride
(not rat-baggery) in personal and national accomplishments.
This has all to do with a remarkable, hardworking businessperson named Toni Silk,
who runs (another famous international organisation) the Bulga Store, on the Putty
Road, just before you turn right for the 20 odd kilometre stretch to Singleton. Toni’s
small staff run a cafe/take-away, convenience store, liquor outlet and one of the
most incredible examples I can think of (in the form of their petrol retail arm), of the
sharing I mention in the heading above.
Continued next page
3

May 2020

Some weeks ago, as the oil price plummeted overseas with astonishing news that
some crude oil giants had reached negative price levels, long suffering Hunter motorists waited for Woolworths to at least approach the cost-cutting that saw some
outlets offer unleaded (91) for around $1.00 per litre. No chance, as it transpired.
When protests were voiced some years ago about this retail giant raising prices at
the start of a long weekend, the response was clear, concise and cynical: Woolworths was able to do this because there was no competition locally.
When I filled my Mazda Rolls at the start of this month at the Bulga Store, Toni
Silk’s price for Premium95 was – wait for it - 20 cents a litre cheaper than Woolworths’ slug for Unleaded91! Believe it or not, I paid $1.07 for the pricier fuel than
the $1.27 demanded by the national behemoth’s controller (for Unleaded91) in
Singleton. Bulga’s Unleaded91 was 97 cents.
Toni Silk never asked for this salute, and she could well kill me for publicising her
selfless, non-exploitative attitude to the costs and curves of petrol retailing. But I
think that her example, at a time when we are besieged by Governments far and
wide, to be in this thing TOGETHER, should be shouted from the rooftops. So
should the stony resistance of Woolworths’ petrol arm to a national plea for sharing
– NOT shearing – the load.
Tom Jackson
Petrol companies warned
The ACCC’s petrol industry report found retail profitability had increased recently
and fuel companies had been told not to use the pandemic to further increase
profits.
“The drop in the crude oil price is good news for Australian motorists, and the full
benefit should be passed on to motorists,” ACCC chair Rod Sims said.
“Fuel prices in regional areas are generally higher than the city due to lower population and demand, which means there are fewer petrol stations.
“This often leads to less competition and we have found in the past that the lack of
vigorous competition in some areas was a major reason for higher prices.”
Mr Simms said the reduction in demand for petrol due to current travel restrictions
may have further exacerbated the lag in bringing prices down.
“Retailers must not take advantage of the current difficult time to increase their
profits,” he said.

BACK TO
CONTENTS
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GET READY TO BREAKOUT!
GET ON THE BROKE FORDWICH WINE TRAIL
It wont be long before the travel restrictions are lifted so treat yourself to a weekend enjoying the Broke Fordwich accommodation and wine varieties in the Hunter’s boutique wine cradle.
This gentle and picturesque part of the Hunter has developed a reputation for good
wine and food with a large range of accommodation offerings providing a perfect
weekend of relaxing sightseeing and wine tasting.
Click here to select from a great range of accommodation

Brok
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The Broke Fordwich Wine Trail offers a selection of cellar doors, boutique outlets
and vineyard walks.
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Participating Venues
Bright Farm
1813 Wine
The 4-acre
Ascella Organic Wines
20 year old
sangiovese
Bisous Estate
vineyard is
Bright Farm
situated on a
Catherine Vale Wines
gentle westGlenguin Estate
facing slope of
the Brokenback
Greenway Wines
Range, with
Krinklewood Vineyard
well-drained
Lavender Ridge
sandy loam
Margan Wines & Restaurant
soils. In 2015 the
vineyard began
Mount Broke Wines
diversifying the
Nightingale Wines
grape varieties
River Flats Estate
with the addition
Running Horse Wines
of Tempranillo
and Touriga
Somerville Wines
Talits Estate
Whispering Brook
WinmarkClick
Wines
here for more information on the Broke Fordwich Wine Trail.
Continued next page
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On the trail.........

Margan

Margan wines are all Estate
Grown and Estate Made in
Broke Fordwich. Established in
1996 the business includes 100
hectares of quality vineyards,
a state of the art winery and
striking cellar door and Margan
restaurant as part of their onsite
wine tourism operations.
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ASCELLA Organic Wine
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Premium grapes come firstly
from balancing the elements; soil,
weather, water and beneficial
organisms, and secondly by
balancing the quantity of grapes
on the vine to the grapevine vigour
and leaf canopy to ensure the
grapes are properly ripened, and
at the most desirable time of the
season.
The vineyard itself is vibrant with
life; many birds and animals are
attracted by a stream flowing
through the middle. The beauty
around the vineyard reminds us
why we need to do everything
possible to protect the environment.
We are connected to the earth. The
chemicals we spray on crops affect
our health through the air, water
and of course foods and wines we
purchase.

Margan is a red 5 star winery
rated by James Halliday Wine
Companion for the last 7
consecutive years, as well as
being awarded Best Winery
at the NSW & Hunter Tourism
Awards 2013 and 2014 and
Hunter Valley Cellar Door of the
Year 2013.

Click here for more information on the Broke Fordwich Wine Trail.
Continued next page
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River Flats Estate
and
BARE Nature’s Kin
It’s not all wine on the Broke
Fordwich Trail - restaurants and
farm gate produce are on offer.
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On the trail.........
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Worth a stop over is the rustic,
intriguing and good value of the
products on sale at Pickled and
Pitted and BARE Nature’s Kin.
Olive oil, olives, chutneys and
other olive based foodstuff share
shelf space with a superb range
of natural soaps, natural skin care
products, milk and honey baths.
Also for sale is an impressive
array of crystals, jewellery, saltlamps and original cards.

i
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Bare Nature’sKin is located atRiver Flats Estate 500 Wollombi
Rd Broke 2330

PH: 0409 791 063
Email: marian@riverflatsestate.com.au

Click here for more information on the Broke Fordwich Wine Trail.
Continued next page
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On the trail.........

Catherine Vale Wines

The vineyard and cellar door is spectacularly
located in the lee of the Hunter Range and
Brokenback Mountain Range and borders
Yengo National Park which forms the backdrop
of the Cellar door.
The vineyard grows the iconic Hunter Varieties:
Semillon, Chardonnay and Verdelho. Original
planting of 8 acres in 1993 included Semillon
and Chardonnay. Verdelho was grafted onto
existing Semillon vines in 2002.

Brok
e

The connection to Italy and the Piedmont grape
growing region of Italy began with the planting
of Barbera and Dolcetto in 1998. Catherine
Vale remains the Hunter Valleys only grower of
Dolcetto to this date.
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“Arneis” (Italy’s little Rascal) was grafted onto
existing Chardonnay vines in 2008. It also
originates from the Piedmont Region of Italy.
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There are nearly 20 stops on the Broke
Fordwich Wine Trail so there is no shortage
of choices available. Up to five stops is
recommended for a day tour.

Visit the Trail’s website and put together a day of touring. Or contact one of the
two local tour companies and let them put a tour together for you.
Broke Region Hire Car and Shuttle Service
serenitygrove@bigpond.com
04047 238 253
A Wine Tour in Broke
0417 968 440 or 0428 180 802
www.awinetourinbroke.com.au
Click here for more information on the Broke Fordwich Wine Trail.
Continued next page
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On the trail.........

Brok
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Broke Region Hire Car and Shuttle Service
Half Day Wine tours
Experience 3 boutique cellar doors in the Broke Fordwich region
Car transport (max 4 pax per car) Price $250
Tasting in style - Vintage 1953 Bentley (max 4) Price $450
Full Day Wine Tours
Experience 5 cellar doors and a lunch break, in the Broke Fordwich region
Lunch is at guests expense (2 options: The local Tavern or one of two
Winery restaurants)
Car transport (max 4 pax per car) Price $500
Tasting in style - Vintage 1953 Bentley (max 4) Price $900
Groups can be accommodated with 11 seater or 24 seater buses (costs vary
depending on bus sizes)
Bookings are essential
Fo
ine
rdwich W

serenitygrove@bigpond.com
04047 238 253
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Click here for more information on the Broke Fordwich Wine Trail.
Continued next page

ail
Br
ne Ttr
o
k
e
Fordwich Wi

On the trail.........

A Wine Tour in Broke
Saturday Tours - $95pp
Pick up around 10am returning 4-4.30pm
(Subject to availability and variations based on pick up locations and cellar doors)
Full Day tours in the picturesque Broke Fordwich boutique wine region where we
would visit up 5 stops (Depending on the pace of the group)

Brok
e

Lunch Options for Saturday Tours can vary from week to week but could include
one of the these listed at an extra cost.
3 course cellar door restaurant luncheons where starters are shared for $40pp
Chef prepared share platters for lunch at a picturesque cellar door café for $22pp
Cheese platters for $15pp

Half Day Tours - from $80pp
Tour times 10am to 1.00pm or 1.30pm to 4.30pm.
0417 968 440 or 0428 180 802
www.awinetourinbroke.com.au
Fo
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Weekenda offers an extensive array
of holiday property options providing
comfort, style and affordability.
Relax in the stunning Hunter Valley

https://www.weekenda.com.au
Email: stay@weekenda.com
Phone: 1300 386 170
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$1.8 MILLION IN SUPPORT FOR THE
COMMUNITY PIVOTAL IN ENDORSEMENT
OF COUNCIL’S COVID-19 RESPONSE
A rebate to cover any increase in rates for residential, business and farmland
property owners impacted by COVID-19 will be part of a suite of documents
relating to Singleton Council’s draft revenue policies and Operational Plan for
2020-21 to be publicly exhibited following its first online Ordinary meeting recently.
The expansion of Council’s Hardship Policy to include the rebate is part of more
than $1.8 million committed to date in Council’s Community Support Package, to
provide relief for those financially affected by the COVID-19 crisis while continuing to deliver all of the day to day services our community expects.
“Council understands this is a very challenging time for our community, and es-

pecially those people experiencing a direct loss of income because of the COVID-19 crisis,” Mayor of Singleton, Cr Sue Moore said.
“The message is simple – if you have experienced direct financial impact from
COVID-19, you will not be paying an increase in rates, waste, water and sewer
fixed charges.
“We have set aside in excess of $1.8million to remove any increases. It is
Continued next page
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unprecedented but at the same time, something we know is right.
“Council is fortunate to be in a position to provide the rebates so that eligible
property owners will not have to pay a cent more than last year while they get
back on their feet. This provides significant ongoing challenges for Council’s
financial health, but we recognise the need to act.”
Council’s Community Support Package, which was unanimously endorsed at the
online meeting, also includes $500,000 for economic and community programs
to reduce the impacts on residents and businesses in the Singleton local government area in the short-term, while also paving the way for socio-economic recovery in the aftermath of the crisis.
In addition, Councillors approved an extension of Council’s Hardship Policy to
allow deferral of the fourth rates instalment notice from 31 May to 31 August for
ratepayers experiencing financial hardship and the removal of interest charges
for overdue rates in 2021.
“We are taking every possible step to provide relief for our community where we
can, as outlined in our Community Support Package, while continuing to provide
the essential services people need,” Cr Moore said.
“The Community Support Package continues to grow and has many facets. So
far, and including the array of approvals from last night’s meeting, it has gone
past the $1.8 million mark.
“And we won’t stop there. We have already put in grant applications to try and
grow it further and we are reviewing all of our other fees and charges.”
Council’s Revenue Policy - Rating Policy, including proposed rates charges for
2020-21 and the rebate scheme, will be open for community feedback alongside
the draft 2020-21 Operational Plan from until Wednesday 20 May 2020.
“The draft Operational Plan proposes capital expenditure of more than $45 million, and acts on Council’s move to broaden its income streams while helping to
stimulate the local economy,” Cr Moore said.
13
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“Although it was developed before the COVID-19 crisis, the plan will also be a
footprint to supporting our community in the recovery phase in every aspect of
Council’s operations, from major projects to help generate economic activity
through to community events to bring people back together again.
“I encourage everyone to take the time to review the documents and let us know
your feedback to be involved in Council’s operations for the year to come.”
The draft 2020-21 Operational Plan and associated revenue policies are available for viewing on Council’s website from Wednesday 22 April 2020. Hard copies
are available on request by contacting Council’s Customer Service team on T 02
6578 7290 or E council@singleton.nsw.gov.au
NOTE: Council has advised ratepayers in bush fire affected areas that the 3rd
instalments of rates has been cancelled. (Ed)

COVID-19: DISRUPTING LIVES, ECONOMIES
AND SOCIETIES

Governments are rolling out large stimulus packages to avert a sharp downturn
of their economies which could potentially plunge the global economy into a
deep recession. In the worst-case scenario, the world economy could contract
by 0.9 per cent in 2020
(see graph). “Urgent
and bold policy measures are needed, not
only to contain the pandemic and save lives,
but also to protect the
most vulnerable in our
societies from economic
ruin and to sustain economic growth and financial stability,” stressed
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and
Social Affairs
BACK TO
Liu Zhenmin. CONTENTS
PAGE

Join the vigneron for tastings
of Classic Aged wines with
stunning views over
Yellow Rock and the
Broke Fordwich Valley
Open to the public
Private tastings &
corporate groups catered for
Wheelchair accessible
Cellar Door
1133 Milbrodale Rd, Broke
Fordwich, Hunter Valley NSW
Vigneron: Dave Fromberg
0474156786

NAKED WINES TO LAUNCH $5M SUPPORT FUND
FOR WINEMAKERS DISRUPTED BY COVID-19

Naked Wines, the online wine retailer with over 500,000 customers, has announced a $5m support fund for winemakers affected by COVID-19 disruption.
The fund, which is immediately available and will be deployed to purchase stock
that was previously destined for channels such as restaurants, tasting rooms and
traditional retail stores, is available to independent winemakers all over the world.
The temporary closure of bars and restaurants, as well as winery tasting rooms
and events for the foreseeable future, is being keenly felt by winemakers everywhere.
To help this community of winemakers, Naked Wines is making $5m immediately
available to buy their wine, and give them access to its 500,000 Angel customers
in the US, UK and Australia, and the chance of a permanent listing.
Continued next page
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Winemakers wanting to avail of the fund must meet the following criteria:
Be an independent wine producer or winemaker
Need to display a proven track record of quality
Show evidence of COVID-19 business impact
Clear any importer/agent exclusivity arrangements first
Winemakers impacted by the crisis are
encouraged to visit
www.nakedwines.
com.au/covidsupport
to apply for support
from the fund.
Nick Devlin, Group
CEO, said, “I’m excited to announce the
$5m Naked Wines
COVID-19 Support
Fund”.
Nick Devlin, Group CEO

“One of the many
unfortunate fall-outs of the current pandemic is that small winemakers reliant on
traditional channels are going to suffer.
Eamon FitzGerald, global wine director added, “I’ve already heard from countless
winemakers about the struggles ahead – given our unique platform and passionate
customer base, it feels right to launch this initiative to help the industry”.
“I’d encourage all independent winemakers looking for either long-term relationships or one-off cash deals to apply.
“Naked Wines offers talented winemakers a direct route to market, so you can
spend your time making your wines taste delicious, rather than worrying about selling them”.
Winetitles Media

BACK TO
CONTENTS
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OUR WILDLIFE

SPOTTED PARDALOTE
This tiny Pardalote has a spotted crown and back, a white eyebrow, a yellowish
throat and a cream belly. Males have a bright yellow throat. They gather in loose
nomadic feeding flocks of 10-100 birds and move quickly through the crowns of
Eucalyptus trees looking for food. In southern areas they move to the warmer lowlands or head north in winter, often travelling as far as central Queensland. Flocks
return to breed in early spring and disperse in pairs to previously occupied territory,
chasing off intruders with long twisting flights. They breed from August to January
and lay 3-6 eggs in a loose dome nest at the end of a tunnel dug into a creek bank,
cliffs, sand piles or walls. Both parents incubate the eggs for 14-16 days and both
feed the young. Calls are high pitched tweets and their diet consists of lerps, insects, manna. Habitat are Open forests and woodlands.
Elizabeth
Joeys Retreat
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Australia’s wine consumers are continuing to
enjoy a regular glass of wine during the national coronavirus
shutdown, but spending less per bottle than usual, according to a new report.

Based on a survey of 1,000 Australian monthly wine drinkers, as social distancing
rules and a subsequent lockdown was put into effect by the Australian Govern-

ment, data suggests that Australians are replacing their old social drinking occasions with regular online interactions with friends and wine occasions with those in
their household.
The timing of the survey coincided with a period when new behaviours and norms
were being established by households across the nation.
Survey questions probed how people were interacting with wine, but also around
broader attitudes to other alcoholic beverages, social and travel activities after
lockdown, and to financial and lifestyle priorities.
A more detailed examination of the data suggests that Australian wine consumers
are torn between maintaining normal behaviour patterns and acknowledging the
major changes to lifestyles and economic prospects.
Continued next page
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On one level, it seems to be a case of ‘keep calm and carry on’: wine drinking is
holding up, with old social occasions in pubs, restaurants and other people’s houses replaced by more intimate family events or online socialising.
Those in Gen X (aged 40-54) increased their frequency of wine drinking during the
lockdown period with those in Gen Z, the youngest cohort, reducing their frequency of wine drinking the most.
On another level, caution about the economy and the state of the world post-pandemic is clearly affecting sentiment.
Spend per bottle of wine for home consumption is down, with wine drinkers in Australia reducing their typical spend for all at-home occasions, and particularly for the
most frequent occasion of a relaxing drink or informal meal at home.
There is also understandable caution about the extent to which normal social activities, vacations and events will be accessible in the immediate aftermath of lockdown.
Continued next page
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Looking further ahead, consumers are expressing a mix of optimism, prudence
and more caution. The most salient priority appears to be saving money (a higher
priority than before for around 4 in 10 respondents), and there’s less appetite for
big lifestyle changes or business travel.
More encouraging for the wine category, around 25% of those polled appear determined to live life to the full once they are permitted to do so – treating themselves

Lulie Halstead, CEO of Wine Intelligence says “It’s encouraging to see that some
consumers are actively planning on living life to the full once they are allowed to do so”

to something luxurious, trying new styles of food and drink, and buying more expensive wines once the pandemic has passed.
Commenting on the report, Wine Intelligence CEO Lulie Halstead said, “It’s clear
that Australia’s wine consumers are still feeling their way into a new pattern of behaviour”.
“Our evidence suggests that wine is still an important part of people’s lives, but
they are showing some understandable caution about finances given all the uncertainties caused by the pandemic.
“It’s encouraging to see that some consumers are actively planning on living life to
the full once they are allowed to do so, and they tend to be those people who are
already highly involved in wine, which will provide some reassurance to wine producers.”
BACK TO
CONTENTS
PAGE
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Broke Village Recreation Grounds
Community access information:

A great spot to enjoy the great outdoors
Free BBQ with sheltered picnic tables
Tennis courts with lights for night use
Netball court
Basketball court
Children’s play equipment.
The Grounds are located at the end of
Cochrane Street.
The hut at the grounds is available for the
community’s use for no charge.
If you wish to use the facility please make a
booking with Wendy on 65791334.
The key for the Hut can be picked up at the
Broke Village Store with a deposit of $20.00
which will be returned when the key is returned.
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BULGA

Paul Woods

COAL

Licensed Plumber,
Drainer,
Drainer, Gassfitter
Gasfitter
&
Roofer

Environment and
Community Contacts

0404 488 462

Ralph Northey - Bulga Coal
Environment and Community Manager
T: 6570 2539 M: 0418 439 874
ralph.northey@glencore.com.au

Putty Rd
Milbrodale

Community complaints line
24 hours a day, 7 days a week
1800 332 693
You can also view our approvals, management plans
and environmental monitoring data on the website.
Go to www.bulgacoal.com.au and click on
the Publications tab on the menu.

Lic ## 219717C
219717C ,,
Lic
ABN 6579
6579 8335
8335 847
847
ABN

Singleton Evangelical Church is a genuine
community of people from all cultures, ages and

walks of life. Not just for Singleton residents, but
for all those who want to hear God’s word and

share the amazing impacts of His love. You are most
welcome to come along to Sunday Church 9:30am
at Singleton Public School, Elizabeth St, or even
try one of our smaller groups or Youth Groups.

For more information 6573-4198 or www.singletonchurch.org
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SHADES OF BLUE AS TREES COLOUR
MENTAL HEALTH CONVERSATIONS
Music may have blue
suede shoes and sport
lays claim to the NSW
Blues, but Singleton now
boasts blue trees.
Singleton Council’s
parks and gardens team
transformed two trees in
Townhead Park today in
support of the Blue Tree
Project, helping to raise
awareness of mental
health wellbeing by bringing out the paint and paintbrush to create a showstopper from the New
England Highway and
enhance the new playground currently under
construction.
Mark Ihlein, Council’s Director Planning and Infrastructure Services Group,
said the idea was raised
by Council staff who came
across the nation-wide
Blue Tree Project and who
had been touched by the
consequences of ill mental
health.

One of the blue trees in Townhead Park

Continued next page
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“Mental health is a cause that is very important to our organisation and our community, and the Blue Tree Project is a great way to demonstrate our commitment to
raising awareness of mental wellbeing,” he said.
“The parks and gardens team identified two trees in Townhead Park, which proved
to be the perfect location being right on the highway, close to the Visitors Centre
and café, as well as the new playground which is under construction.
“Trees in the Blue Tree Project have become a bit of a tourist attraction with people
travelling around and doing the ‘Blue Trees’ tour, so our trees will be an added reason to visit Singleton when COVID-19 restrictions are lifted and tourists come back
through town.”
Mr Ihlein said Council would now register the trees with the Blue Tree Project to
join the list of more than 400 blue trees across Australia.
A plaque will also be attached to the biggest tree to identify the trees as being part
of the Blue Tree Project, along with a contact number for mental health assistance.
“For those people who aren’t out and about because of COVID-19 restrictions, the
trees look brilliant – the result has exceeded even our expectations,” Mr Ihlein said.
“One of the trees is visible from the road, while the other is located near the new
playground currently under construction.
“I have no doubt the trees will grab attention and encourage conversations about
the importance of mental health wellbeing for all of us.”
For more information about the Blue Tree Project, visit www.bluetreeproject.com.
au
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FUN AND LEARNING RETURN TO RURAL
HALLS WITH FREE MOBILE PRESCHOOL
SERVICE

Free childcare will be available to rural families when the Singleton Mobile Preschool returns to Broke Community Hall and Mt Olive Public Hall from next week.
The service was suspended due to COVID-19 restrictions in March, but government changes have allowed the return of the preschool. Fees will be government
subsidised.
Fun and education will now be available for children aged between three and five
years at:
Broke Community Hall – Tuesday, Friday
Mt Olive Public Hall – Wednesday, Thursday
Anthony Egan, Council’s Director Business and Community Services said it was a
positive sign that all of Council’s Childcare Services were fully operational again, in
keeping with social distancing and hygiene requirements.
“Council has been very mindful of the importance the Government placed on childcare services in these circumstances, and Colleen Gale Childrens Services and
our Out of School Hours (OOSH) have continued to operate in keeping with government requirements to provide essential care for families,” he said.
“We are very excited that a change in conditions now means that not only can the
mobile preschool return to Broke and Mt Olive, but places will be subsidised to be
free-of-charge for families.
“We are very mindful of social distancing and hygiene requirements, and we hope
previous users of the service and even some new families will take advantage of
the opportunity for their children to attend for some fun and learning.”
For more information or to register, contact T 0428 237 951 or E childcareservices@singleton.nsw.gov.au
26
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BRANXTON CROQUET
CLUB

IMPROVE YOUR BODY AND MIND
SATURDAY AND TUESDAY FROM 9a.m.
John Rose Avenue, Branxton
(turn left on New England Highway at
first traffic lights in Branxton)
All welcome
For further information on this
great no-contact sport go ahead and contact
Chris Robertson
Secretary
0418 427 320
6574 7194
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS
Broke Bulga Landcare
Group
Inc.
COMMUNITY
GROUPS
AND
ORGANISATIONS
C/o President, Wendy
Lawson
PO Box 120, Broke
NSW 2330
Broke Fair Committee
Secretary, Maxine
Alexander
alexandermaxine6@
gmail.com
Broke Fordwich Wine
& Tourism
President Jody Derrick
Secretary, Mike Wilson
secretary@
brokefordwich.com.au
NSW Rural Fire Service
Hunter Valley District
2161 Putty Road Bulga
2330
Phone 6575 1200, Fax
6575 1299
email huntervalley.
team@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Manager:
Superintendent Ashley
Frank.
Broke Rural Fire
Brigade
Captain: Paul Myers
C/o Broke Post Office,
Broke NSW 2330
Bulga Rural Fire
Brigade
Captain: Jill Kranias
Phone:- 0408 652 668
Permit officers:
A Gallagher 6574 5100
and B Anderson 0417
403 153

Broke Community Hall
Kathleen Everett (02)
6579 1470
Broke Public School
Principal/P&C
Association,
Cochrane Street, Broke
Bulga Milbrodale
Progress Association
President - John Krey
6574 5376
PO Box 1032, Singleton
2330
bmpa.contact@bigpond.
com
Bulga Community
Centre Inc.
President/bookings
Claudette Richards
65745 495
Secretary Belinda
Passlow 0427 305 519
Treasurer Phil Reid 0438
865 064
Justices of the Peace
Tom Jackson 6574 5266
Milbrodale Public
School
Putty Road, Milbrodale
NSW 2330
National Parks and
Wildlife Service- Upper
Hunter Area Bulga and
Scone
Peta Norris, Putty Road,
Bulga
NSW 2330 6574 5555
Palliative Care
Volunteers for
29

Singleton & Cessnock
Kath Watkinson (02)
65722121
Private Irrigation (PID)
admin@bfpid.com.au
Water On/Off 1300 767
118
PID Admin
Saywells
12 Vincent St
CESSNOCK
office@saywells.com
St Andrews Anglican
Church Broke
Parish Secretary at 6571
1414
St Marks Anglican
Church
C/o Marie Mitchell
Inlet Road, Bulga NSW
2330
The Immaculate
Conception Catholic
Church Broke
Paul O’Toole
C/o Broke Post Office,
Broke NSW 2330
Wildlife Rescue,
Rehabilitation and
Release
www.wildlifeaid.org.au
0429 850 089
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TRADES
CARRIER - General
John Lamb
6574 5205
Mob 0427 695 468
CATTERY
Jan Pennell
6579 1450
CLEANERS
Professional Hunter
Valley Cleaning Group
Hospitality and private
cleaning
0439 841 487
huntervalleycg@gmail.
com
COMPUTERS &
COMMUNICATION
Bruce Cowan
6579 1130
PRINT & DESIGN
BINK Creative
4990 3230

SERVICES DIRECTORY
GOURMET FOODS
Marian Waite
6579 1063
Mob 0409 791 063
marian@riverflatsestate.
com.au
MECHANICAL &
AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICES
Beyond Broke
Mechanical & Automotive
Jason McCraw
Licensed Motor Vehicle
Repairer
0414 264 515
beyondbrokemechenical.
com.au
PIANO LESSONS
Jan Pennell
6579 1450

PLUMBING
Paul Woods
Licensed Plumber,
Drainer, Gasfitter &
Roofer
Putty Rd Milbrodale
0404 488 462
POOL & YARD
MAINTAINANCE
Anthony Smolenaers
65791228 or 0400
367025
VINEYARD SERVICES
Bright Vine Services
Vineyard consulting
0410625540
jennybright@bigpond.
com
www.brightvineservices.com.au
WINE MAKING
Michael McManus
6579 1400
Mob 0403 014 787

Advertising Rates
Business Card
90 mm x 50 mm		

$2

Quarter page

90 mm x 135 mm

$5

Half page		

185 mm x 135 mm

$10

Full Page		

185 mm x 270 mm

$15

0407 069682
jeraharvest@icloud.com
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