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Pollinators Workshop’

2

March 2020

From the editor
LET LA BELL’ ITALIA LIFT OUR SPIRITS

If any marketing genius could conjure up an elixir of love* to restore our outlooks
after this searing summer of discontent, they could not do better than that magic
infusion of multi-culturalism we call A LITTLE BIT OF ITALY.
Read within for colleague Eden Anthony’s tantalising trip down La Strada de Memorie (Memory Lane) for the beginnings of this unique salute to the good life we
enjoy in The Tranquil Side of the Valley.
That we can still call it that and that we can still recognise our foundations – Bulga,
Broke, Fordwich, Milbrodale is because of the efforts of the Rural Fire Service
teams which fought to contain and control those tentacles of flame over the last
three months.
In this issue, we also cover the understandable reaction of the vignerons who face
harrowing losses through smoke taint from the fire control operations.
COCKFIGHTER takes no side in this regrettable outcome, but I can only report
on the sight of most of the Yengo National Park along the Milbrodale Road ablaze
when the backburning was undertaken. I said to fellow Bulganians, “If this hadn’t
been done would there have been any vineyards, let alone homes, left?”
A special mention here to long time Broke Fordwich Wine and Tourism Association
stalwart, Mike Wilson, for his succinct, no-nonsense appraisal of the threat to the
planet because of the build-up of carbon dioxide (CO2). Worried? Of course, we
should be but Mike’s analysis points to the concern in another direction: the likelihood for Australians of bigger more destructive storms as a result of the build-up of
CO2 in the atmosphere.
Wait a minute – its not all “storm and stress” to borrow from one Kaufman (not the
one who wrote for the Marx Bros). If you want to awaken that forgotten flapper
in you, or even renew your rags, don’t miss the Sisters of Mercy welcome to that
stunning evocation of the roaring 20’s- The new Empire Ballroom Ragtime Dance
Orchestra. They will perform in the Convent’s magnificent Chapel where they last
tootled their flutes in 2017. Make it a musical must on March 15th.
Tom Jackson

*I couldn’t resist this reference! La’ Elisir d’Amore is one of Italian operas most

tuneful delights- brava!
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In December 2005 a dinner was held in Broke Fordwich to showcase the handmade wines of two Broke Fordwich vignerons.
Rod Windrum of Krinklewood and Pasqualle (Pat) Barbalace of Somerville Wines
were, independently sectioning off a small part of their harvests to hand make
wine. In Rod’s case he was using modern techniques and equipment to artificially
cool the ‘must’ in order to force more of the flavours in to the wine. In Pat’s case
he was using equipment and techniques that were centuries old.
As a neighbour of both Rod and Pat
I happened to drop in to each of their
places on tourism association business and couldn’t help being impressed
by the coincidence and the huge difference in technique and a thought struck
me - how enjoyable it would be to conduct a wine tasting over dinner one
night and hear the background story
to each of the different wines. And so
when approached about the idea of a
winemakers dinner both Rod and Pat
were keen but Pat really took to it and
suggested it become an elaborate Italian feast and offered to organise a chef
he had working with him in Sydney, to
do the cooking on the night. So it was,
that Bruno Di Sarno the chef made several visits up to Broke Fordwich to plan
the dinner.

‘Pat’ Barbalace making his ‘handmade’
wine in 2005

28 guests were invited - that being the
maximum possible in the space - some from Sydney and some from the local area.
Given that the menu was Italian and that of the 28 people who attended 14 were
from the Italian community, the event was lyrically loud, gastronomically gorgeous
and magically multi-cultural and colourful. The seven courses were exquisitely
delicious and each course was accompanied by a dissertation by Chef Bruno exContinued next page
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plaining the inspiration for each dish - one course dated back to medieval Venice.
At the halfway point, the diners took time out as, Rod and Pat, in turn described the
wine making process they used for their handmade versions and answered questions from the table as tasting glasses were passed around.
The evening concluded with impromptu renditions of Italian folk songs and a huge
amount of bonhomie or to be more accurate bonarietà - and loud calls for the
event to be run again.
It was agreed to run it
again the following year
but the venue - our home
- would be too small
to accommodate the
number of disappointed
locals who had heard
about the event but were
unable to be invited.
It was proposed that it
should be run as an Italian Festival in a larger
venue locally.
Chef Bruno at the inaugural A Little Bit of Italy 2006

Guests on the night,
Wendy and Bill Lawson
offered their function room at Catherine Vale wine pointing out that they had been
talking about just such an event for a while because it fitted in with the pioneering
work they were doing with Italian varietals. And so the Little Bit of Italy in Broke
festival was born in 2006, showcased at Catherine Vale wines with Chef Bruno
doing the daytime meals and the evening feast.
After 15 years the Italian festival in Broke Fordwich continues to offer quality wines,
food and entertainment, building the reputation of Broke Fordwich as one of the
important pieces of the colourful mosaic that is the Hunter Valley.
This year - Friday 1 - Sunday 3 May 2020 - the Broke Fordwich Wine and Tourism Association will deliver another crowd pleaser with a dozen local businesses
putting on the green white and red in order to bring a little bit of Italy to Broke for
‘Italianophiles’ and those of us who enjoy the gusto of good wine, music
and food.
Back to
Eden Anthony

Friday 1 Sunday 3 May 2020

contents
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http://www.italyinbroke.com.au
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Bushwalk
B
ushwalk
k Toget
Together
therr

Sunday,
Su
unday, 15th March 2
2020
020
Share with the Broke Bulga Landcare Group experiences of past,
present & future traditional custodians of this land. Experience positive
relationships between the wider community & descendants of original
custodians of St Patrick’s Plains.
Program: Aboriginal Smoking Ceremony, Family Walk, Bark Painting,
Indigenous Dances, Lunch featuring indigenous creations,
information sessions - speaking to ancestors, Aboriginal culture,
cultural burn site. There is the option to visit Baiame Cave.
(Aboriginal Cave Painting site).

AW3882220

Time: 10am to 2pm plus optional Baiame Cave Visit
Where: Catherine Vale Vineyard,
656 Milbrodale Road, Broke
Cost: Free
Bookings & information:
www.bushwalktogether2020.eventbrite.com
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Woodland Warblers and Plant Pollinators Workshop
Elderslie Hall,
758 Elderslie Rd, Elderslie (via Branxton)
9:30am—1:00pm
Saturday 7th March 2020
Singleton Shire Landcare Network is pleased to invite Landcarers
and interested residents to a workshop discussing woodland
birds and pollinators of native plants, the workshop is to be presented by Mick Roderick of Birdlife Australia and experts from the
University of New England

Images C. Birdlife Australia and CSIRO

Free admission. RSVP and further information to upperhunterlandcare@gmail.com or phone Paul Melehan on 0408 499838
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Weekenda offers an extensive array
of holiday property options providing
comfort, style and affordability.
Relax in the stunning Hunter Valley

https://www.weekenda.com.au
Email: stay@weekenda.com
Phone: 1300 386 170
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Broke Fordwich grape crop harmed
by smoke taint - millions of dollars
at risk

“

If it has impacted the way it looks like it has, it will wipe out
the entire crop of grapes from the Broke Fordwich area...”

Andrew Margan - Margan Family Wines

Wine growers in the NSW Hunter Valley say millions of dollars of crops may have
been destroyed by smoke from recent backburning operations near the town of
Broke.
Key points:
•
One winemaker says smoke taint could make wine taste like “the bottom of a
dirty ashtray”
•
Backburning near the town of Broke in the Hunter has been done following
the recent bushfires
•

The RFS said it hoped communication with wine growers would improve

“If it has impacted the way it looks like it has, it will wipe out the entire crop of
grapes from the Broke Fordwich area,” winemaker Andrew Margan said.
“It’s a whole year’s crop that we’ve spent the whole year growing and we’d probably be starting to pick next week.
“I have 25 people employed and what are we going to do for a year? I don’t know.
We can’t afford to lose a year’s crop, but at this stage I’m afraid it’s looking that
way.”

PHOTO: Backburning could have damaged Hunter wine crops. (Will Ockenden)
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Mr Margan said there were about 40 vineyards in the Broke Fordwich area, which
produce grapes for 20 different wine brands.
He said smoke taint in grapes could cause wine to taste like “the bottom of a dirty
ashtray” and the grapes were most vulnerable when their skins were thin right before harvest.
“The smoke was incredibly thick, the whole mountains were ablaze around us and
while clearly it was being done for a reason to backburn, it couldn’t have been
done at a worse time,” he said.
Mr Margan said his crop alone could be worth $5 million.
He said the wine growers in the region have asked the RFS for greater consultation around when and where backburning operations will take place.
“We do understand the need to in these times, the way these fires have been, to
make some harsh decisions.
“But to take our livelihoods away, especially in the middle of a drought — it’s hard
enough as it is to keep an agricultural industry going in the conditions that we live
in at the moment, let alone when something like this happens,” he said.
‘A greater understanding’
The NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) said it had taken advantage of milder conditions for backburning on the northern flank of the Little L Complex fire. That fire
has burned through more than 154,000 hectares.
The RFS said aerial incendiary devices were dropped on the ridgeline surrounding the vineyards and the fire was allowed to burn to the bottom of the valley floor
before being extinguished by RFS crews.
“If we hadn’t have done it we would still have had a large fire front uncontained
coming into some bad weather and putting a lot of properties at risk of being
threatened by fire,” RFS spokeswoman Leanne Bell said.
Ms Bell said the RFS held a meeting with wine growers on Saturday in a bid to
improve outcomes in the future.
“Now that we have their communication channel, we will definitely be talking with
them,” she said.
“We’re firefighters, they’re wine growers. So we can explain to them what we’re
trying to do, they can explain their issues … and then we can negotiate and get a
greater understanding of each other’s industries.”
By Ben Millington
ABC News

Back to
contents
page
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Why can’t you taste the smoke taint in the grape
but you can in the wine?

When vineyards and grapes are exposed to smoke this can result in wines
with undesirable sensory characters, such as smoky, burnt, ashy or medicinal,
usually described as ‘smoke tainted’. Consumers have been shown to respond
negatively to smoke tainted wines.
The compounds in smoke primarily responsible for the taint are the free volatile
phenols that are produced when wood is burnt. These can be absorbed directly
by grapes and can bind to grape sugars to give glycosides that have no smoky
aroma. Often these glycosides are described as smoke taint precursors.
During fermentation (and also over time in barrel or bottle) these glycosides can
break apart, releasing the volatile phenols into the must or wine, and allowing
the smoky flavour to be perceived. These glycosides can also release the volatile phenols in the mouth during the drinking of wine, which may contribute to
the perception of smoke taint.
WHAT FACTORS AFFECT SMOKE TAINT IN THE VINEYARD?
The key factors that determine whether smoke-exposed grapes become tainted
are the grapevine growth stage, grape variety, smoke composition and the
length of smoke exposure

ASSESSING GRAPES AFFECTED BY SMOKE EXPOSURE FOR
SMOKE TAINT
The Australian Wine Research Institute (AWRI) recommends assessing the risk
of smoke taint via a combination of analytical testing of grapes and sensory assessment of a small-scale ferment made from the same grapes.
Grape samples should be submitted for analysis of volatile phenols and non-volatile smoke precursors. Smoke taint analysis is available from a number of laboratories in Australia, listed on Wine Australia’s Fire and smoke assessment page.
Conducting a small-scale ferment of potentially affected grapes allows wineries to
conduct sensory assessment of the small-scale wines and gain further information
to help determine the potential risk for smoke taint to develop in wine.
11
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SMOKE TAINT ANALYSIS RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION
Smoke taint analysis results
will include the volatile compounds guaiacol, methylguaiacol, ortho-, meta- and
para-cresol, syringol and
methylsyringol, as well as
the non-volatile precursor
compounds syringol gentiobioside, methylsyringol gentiobioside, phenol rutinoside,
cresol rutinoside, guaiacol
rutinoside and methylguaiacol
rutinoside.
To assist with interpretation of
Winegrowers should forward analytical results to the AWRI analytical results, the AWRI
has established a background database of volatile phenols and precursors collected from grape and wine
samples that have not been exposed to smoke. This background data can be compared to the results of potentially exposed fruit to determine the likelihood of the
fruit or wine containing elevated concentrations of taint compounds. However, for
wines that have been analysed after oak treatment, interpretation of results cannot reliably be compared to background data due to extraction of oak volatile compounds from the oak. Winegrowers should forward analytical results to the AWRI
helpdesk on helpdesk@awri.com.au for assistance with interpretation of results.

MANAGING SMOKE-AFFECTED VINEYARDS
If analysis of grapes shows high levels of smoke markers, growers may choose not
to harvest affected blocks for winemaking. Once the decision not to pick has been
made, there are a number of factors that should be considered in managing the
blocks, to maximise their potential for the following season. It’s important to note
that there is no risk of carry-over of smoke taint from one season to the next.
The Australian Wine Research Institute

Back to
contents
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Join the vigneron for tastings
of Classic Aged wines with
stunning views over
Yellow Rock and the
Broke Fordwich Valley
Open to the public
Private tastings &
corporate groups catered for
Wheelchair accessible
Cellar Door
1133 Milbrodale Rd, Broke
Fordwich, Hunter Valley NSW
Vigneron: Dave Fromberg
0474156786
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What is the problem with carbon
dioxide?
A quick bit of high-school physics here as this is definitely not straight forward. As
heat streams in from the Sun (at long wave-lengths) it warms the air slightly as it
passes through, but much more warmth comes from the heating of the Earth being reflected back (at shorter wave-lengths) into the atmosphere. The ground stays
warm long after the sun has gone down. Some of this reflected warmth makes it
back into space, but some is trapped in the atmosphere. The chief culprits for trapping the heat are water vapour and carbon dioxide: more water vapour and CO2 in
the atmosphere means more heat is trapped. Most of this trapped heat has always
been absorbed by the oceans, and that is where the problems really start.
The system of sunshine – reflected heat – warming atmosphere – warming ocean
has been in balance pretty much since the end of last Ice Age 11,000 years ago. If
for some reason the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere drops too low the oceans

Hurricane Isabel was the deadliest storm of the 2003 Atlantic hurricane season.
This image was taken from the International Space Station as it approached
the eastern seaboard of the United States, and the eye, eyewall and rainbands
can be clearly seen. Image: NASA

Continued next page
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cool, the air cools and an ice age is created. However, the amount of CO2 in the
atmosphere is going up at the moment. As the air starts to warm the water starts
to warm, more water vapour is given off by evaporation – which traps more heat
– which goes into the ocean – which gets warmer – which creates more evaporation – which puts more water vapour into the atmosphere – which then gets hotter
.... This is called a positive feedback loop: things just keep getting hotter. When I
was at school in the 50s we were taught that the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere
was 0.03%. Now children learn it is 0.04%. A significant rise in just 60 years, not
10,000!
The big thing here is the effect of all this additional heat in the ocean on storms.
Yes there are plenty of other things to worry about such as droughts, warmer air
and more rainfall dissolving chemicals in rocks, altering water pH and destroying
corals and shellfish, the melting of icecaps, release of methane from permafrost,
loss of habitat etc. but a really big concern is the effect on storms.
In tropical waters off the coast of Queensland and WA the ocean water is getting hotter as a result of this CO2 / water vapour build-up. More heat in the water
means more energy to drive storms: what would have been a tropical storm becomes upgraded to a cyclone; category 1 becomes category 2 and so on. This
is already happening off the coast of Central and North America with huge hurricanes, off the coast of the Philippines and Japan with huge typhoons, next it is our
turn. It may not happen in 2020 as there are a few other factors at play but it will
happen.
The highest category storm is 5 (Hurricane Katrina for example) and meteorolo-

The world’s melting ice sheets may have consequences far beyond
global sea-level rise
Credit: David Merron Getty Images

Continued next page
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gists are now talking about creating category 6, based on the energy, speed of
winds and damage done. Now that is scary. Not just on the damage caused by the
ferocious winds of a cyclone, but on the associated flooding and massive disruption. This additional heat in the oceans is a factor we really don’t understand all
that well – we only have perhaps 10 years of the effects becoming obvious. For
many decades the ocean just went on absorbing heat energy and nothing much
changed, but there is only so much that can be absorbed without a reaction.
Many other factors are at play with our climate: El Nino Southern Oscillation

El Niño
During an El Niño event, trade winds weaken or may even reverse, allowing the
area of warmer than normal water to move into the central and eastern tropical
Pacific Ocean. - Aust Gov BOM

(ENSO) in the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) in the Indian
Ocean are two major influences. These are both influenced by ocean currents on
the other side of the planet: cold ocean currents of the west coast of South America drive ENSO, currents of the Horn of Africa influence the IOD and the amount
of moisture in the air off northern Australia. This controls the annual rains of the
Northern Territory, Kimberly and Gulf Country of Queensland on which much of
their economy depends – they only get one wet season a year. Warmer air holds
more moisture than cooler air, so when it does rain it tends to be torrential rather
than gentle. This leads to more erosion and less useful rain.
Mike Wilson
Broke

Back to
contents
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Rio Tinto joins BHP in pledging to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions to
net zero by 2050

Rio Tinto has pledged to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050,
supported by $1.5 billion worth of investments in climate-related projects over the
next five years, after posting its largest profit in eight years.
Key points:
•
The world’s second-largest mining company’s 2019 underlying profit was
more than $US10 billion
•
As well as the net-zero 2050 target, Rio Tinto announced plans to spend
$US1 billion on climate-related projects
•
It also announced coronavirus could impact on its operations in coming
months
The world’s second-biggest miner has also announced plans to spend $US1 billion
($1.5 billion) on climate-related projects over the next five years to ensure the company’s growth this decade is carbon neutral.
Its pledge to reduce emissions to net zero by 2050 comes after mining giant BHP
last year confirmed its own net-zero target, while Labor leader Anthony Albanese
and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson declared similar ambitions in recent
months.
“We have a key role to play in enabling the transition to a low-carbon economy,”
the company said.
Gareth Hutchens
ABC NEWS
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OUR WILDLIFE

Red-Browed Finch (Neochmia Temporalis)
The Red-browed Finch is most easily recognised by its bright red eyebrow, rump
and beak, on an otherwise green and grey bird. Upper parts are olive green with
grey underneath. Both sexes are similar in appearance. Often observed in small
flocks, which feed on the grass. They will fly into dense undergrowth when disturbed by a passer-by. Red-browed Finches may also be called Red-browed Firetails.
The Red-browed Finch feeds on seeds and insects on the ground, but sometimes
perches on seeding grass heads.
The nest of the Red-browed Finch is large and domed, with a side tunnel for an
entrance. It is a rough construction of twigs and grass stems built in a dense shrub
between 1 and 2 metres from the ground. Both parents share nest-building, incubation of the eggs and feeding of the young when they hatch.
Its preference for open grassy areas surrounded by dense shrubbery enables the
Red-browed Finch to survive well in weedy areas along railway tracks and creek
lines, where seeding grasses escape the lawnmower.
Elizabeth
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View this email in your browser

The New Empire Ballroom Ragtime
Dance Orchestra
at Sacred Spaces at the Sisters of Mercy Convent
Singleton, Hunter Valley

Sunday March 15 at 2pm
Music of the 1920s to celebrate 1820 - it's Singleton's Bicentenary!

The New Empire Ballroom Ragtime Dance Orchestra are in demand as
Australia’s authentic re-creation of the Ragtime and Hot Dance Orchestras of
the early 1900’s. They are returning to our stunning Chapel, where they last
performed in 2017.
The orchestra play original charts sourced from various collectors in the USA &
Australia, plus transcriptions of many of the great recordings of that era. Their
goal is to present a genuine re-creation of the type of orchestra that would have
been heard in ballrooms, salons, dance halls and radio programs 100 years ago.
The concert will feature the music of around 1920 - music by Scott Joplin, John
Phillip Sousa, WC Handy, Irving Berlin & Nick la Rocca.
The musicians, based on the NSW Central Coast, all dress in authentic period
costumes – young ladies and gentlemen in formal attire.

Tickets are cheaper online – www.trybooking.com/579523
– $35 adult and $5 school student.
Tickets will also be available at the door from 1.30pm, but will be
$5 extra.
Online ticket holders receive preferential seating, and can arrive
from 1.30pm to choose their seat.
All tickets include a delicious Convent-made afternoon tea.
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Council fires up bushfire recovery
efforts with over $1 million
allocated to local projects
The Singleton local government area is set to benefit from a $1.225million funding
boost, with Council to roll out locally-led community and economic recovery initiatives in the wake of the bushfires.
Singleton Council has resolved to allocate grant funding from the National Bushfire
Recovery Agency to a range of projects including infrastructure upgrades, programs to boost the visitor economy and business resilience, as well as ratepayer
assistance subsidies.
Council’s General Manager Jason Linnane said the funding boost would further
enable Council to drive rapid, targeted recovery initiatives.
“We know that getting this
grant funding on the ground
is absolutely vital for our community’s capacity to recover
from these devastating bushfires,” he said.
“That’s why Singleton Council
has decided on a course of
action that will most benefit
our community. This funding will dramatically increase
Council’s ability to deliver
timely projects to support local business and industry recovery, community resilience
and overall wellbeing.”

Broke Fordwich Wine and Tourism one of the tourism organisations to benefit from the grant

Mr Linnane said a significant
portion of the funding had
been allocated to address the
economic loss suffered by
Singleton’s tourism industry.

“Current predictions indicate
the loss to the Hunter Valley wine and tourism sector will be approximately $122
Continued next page
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million for the period from November 2019 to June 2020 and could impact up to
670 jobs.
“Council has therefore allocated $100,000 to the Hunter Valley Wine and Tourism
Alliance and a further $50,000 each to the Broke Fordwich and Around Hermitage
Associations towards multi-faceted marketing campaigns to rejuvenate the local
visitor economy by letting people know that the Hunter Valley is open for business
and ready to welcome tourists.
“Council is also seeking additional funding from the state government’s Bushfire
Community Resilience and Economic Recovery Program to further support the
Hunter Valley Wine and Tourism Alliance destination marketing program.”

Hunter Valley District NSW Rural Fire Service receives a much deserved $100,000 under
the grant allocation

Council has also allocated funds towards community development programs, asset
management and infrastructure renewal.
“A further $125,000 has been directed towards social programs in partnership with
local organisations to build community capacity and resilience, including community connect events and positive education programs in schools,” Mr Linnane said.
Continued next page
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“We are also addressing infrastructure issues to safeguard us in future fire events,
including replacing the Payne’s Crossing Bridge in partnership with our neighbours
in Cessnock, and investigating the design for a replacement of the Putty Valley
Road Bridge Culvert.
“With a Council resolution now in place, we are keen to get stuck in and see this
funding work for our community as soon as possible.
“And in the meantime, we will continue to advocate for state and federal governments to continue support our community.”
Council’s funding allocation from the National Bushfire Recovery Agency
grant in Singleton is as follows:
Hunter Valley Wine and Tourism Alliance - Destination Marketing Program
$100,000
Broke Fordwich Wine Tourism Association – Tourism Marketing Program
$50,000
The Brokenback Trail Association Incorporated – Around Hermitage Tourism Marketing
$50,000
Singleton Chamber of Commerce – Economic Development Programs
$125,000
Singleton Council – Social Work Programs in partnership with community organisations
$125,000
Singleton Council and Cessnock City Council - Paynes Crossing Bridge replacement
$200,000
Ratepayer assistance subsidy towards rates for affected properties
$180,000
Hunter Valley District NSW RFS – Support and asset provision/management
$100,000
Singleton Council – Investigation and design for new of Putty Valley Road Bridge/Culvert
$70,000
Singleton Council and Non-Council Managed Community Facilities upgrades
$225,000
Back to
contents
page
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‘Drive’ program a success on and off
the road
A life-changing program that puts young people from Singleton in the driver’s seat
has been recognised as industry leading at the Alcohol and Drug Foundation’s
Community Drug Action Team awards in Sydney overnight.
The DRIVE program is the brainchild of Singleton’s Community Drug Action Team
(CDAT), and is a partnership between Singleton Council, Singleton PCYC and the
Salvation Army that trains driving mentors to then teach young people who would
otherwise be unable to tally the hours necessary to get their P plates.

Road Safety Officer Alison Balding and Senior Socioeconomic Planner (Community)
David Baker

Deborah McDonald, Council’s Acting Director Organisation and Community Capacity, said current supervisors had reported how rewarding it was to be part of the
Continued next page
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program and to see young people gain the freedom that came with having their
own transport.
“The Partnership Project Award is due recognition for all of the CDAT members
who have been involved in DRIVE, a truly life-changing program for young people
who for one reason or another don’t have access to a car or someone who can
help them learn to drive,” Deborah said.
“The young people involved in the program come from a range of backgrounds,
from school students whose parents just don’t have the means or the time to help
them gain the hours they need to people who for whatever reason haven’t had the
opportunity to go for their provisional licence.”
Council’s Road Safety Officer delivers the Supervising Learner Drivers Workshop
for supervisors, while students have opportunities for further training including lessons with an instructor, a government-funded “keys2Drive” lesson alongside their
mentor and Safer Driver courses.
Ms McDonald said the collaborative program was the direct result of tangible action to address transport issues in Singleton.
“We know that transport is an issue for young people in Singleton, whether it’s public transport services or being able to drive themselves,” she said.
“The DRIVE program is a practical way that the community can work together to
support young people aged between 16 and 25 to get the practical experience they
need to get a licence.
“Best of all, it opens up a world of opportunities for people who can then apply for
jobs that require a licence, or take advantage of so many more options because of
the freedom that comes with transport.”
Volunteer supervisors can register at any time for the program by visiting Council’s
website at www.singleton.nsw.gov.au/728
Back to
contents
page
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BULGA
COAL

Environment and
Community Contacts
Ralph Northey - Bulga Coal
Environment and Community Manager
T: 6570 2539 M: 0418 439 874
ralph.northey@glencore.com.au

Community complaints line
24 hours a day, 7 days a week
1800 332 693
You can also view our approvals, management plans
and environmental monitoring data on the website.
Go to www.bulgacoal.com.au and click on
the Publications tab on the menu.
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BRANXTON CROQUET
CLUB

IMPROVE YOUR BODY AND MIND
SATURDAY AND TUESDAY FROM 9a.m.
John Rose Avenue, Branxton
(turn left on New England Highway at
first traffic lights in Branxton)
All welcome
For further information on this
great no-contact sport go ahead and contact
Chris Robertson
Secretary
0418 427 320
6574 7194
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Singleton Evangelical Church is a genuine
community of people from all cultures, ages and

walks of life. Not just for Singleton residents, but
for all those who want to hear God’s word and

share the amazing impacts of His love. You are most
welcome to come along to Sunday Church 9:30am
at Singleton Public School, Elizabeth St, or even
try one of our smaller groups or Youth Groups.

For more information 6573-4198 or www.singletonchurch.org

Paul Woods

Licensed Plumber,
Drainer,
Drainer, Gassfitter
Gasfitter
&
Roofer

0404 488 462
Putty Rd
Milbrodale
Lic ## 219717C
219717C ,,
Lic
ABN 6579
6579 8335
8335 847
847
ABN
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Broke Village Recreation Grounds
Community access information:

A great spot to enjoy the great outdoors
Free BBQ with sheltered picnic tables
Tennis courts with lights for night use
Netball court
Basketball court
Children’s play equipment.
The Grounds are located at the end of
Cochrane Street.
The hut at the grounds is available for the
community’s use for no charge.
If you wish to use the facility please make a
booking with Wendy on 65781334.
The key for the Hut can be picked up at the
Broke Village Store with a deposit of $20.00
which will be returned when the key is returned.
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS
Broke Bulga Landcare
Group
Inc.
COMMUNITY
GROUPS
AND
ORGANISATIONS
C/o President, Wendy
Lawson
PO Box 120, Broke
NSW 2330
Broke Fair Committee
Secretary, Maxine
Alexander
alexandermaxine6@
gmail.com
Broke Fordwich Wine
& Tourism
President Jody Derrick
Secretary, Mike Wilson
secretary@
brokefordwich.com.au
NSW Rural Fire Service
Hunter Valley District
2161 Putty Road Bulga
2330
Phone 6575 1200, Fax
6575 1299
email huntervalley.
team@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Manager:
Superintendent Ashley
Frank.
Broke Rural Fire
Brigade
Captain: Paul Myers
C/o Broke Post Office,
Broke NSW 2330
Bulga Rural Fire
Brigade
Captain: Jill Kranias
Phone:- 0408 652 668
Permit officers:
A Gallagher 6574 5100
and B Anderson 0417
403 153

Broke Community Hall
Kathleen Everett (02)
6579 1470
Broke Public School
Principal/P&C
Association,
Cochrane Street, Broke
Bulga Milbrodale
Progress Association
President - John Krey
6574 5376
PO Box 1032, Singleton
2330
bmpa.contact@bigpond.
com
Bulga Community
Centre Inc.
President/bookings
Claudette Richards
65745 495
Secretary Belinda
Passlow 0427 305 519
Treasurer Phil Reid 0438
865 064
Justices of the Peace
Tom Jackson 6574 5266
Milbrodale Public
School
Putty Road, Milbrodale
NSW 2330
National Parks and
Wildlife Service- Upper
Hunter Area Bulga and
Scone
Peta Norris, Putty Road,
Bulga
NSW 2330 6574 5555
Palliative Care
Volunteers for
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Singleton & Cessnock
Kath Watkinson (02)
65722121
Private Irrigation (PID)
admin@bfpid.com.au
Water On/Off 1300 767
118
PID Admin
Saywells
12 Vincent St
CESSNOCK
office@saywells.com
St Andrews Anglican
Church Broke
Parish Secretary at 6571
1414
St Marks Anglican
Church
C/o Marie Mitchell
Inlet Road, Bulga NSW
2330
The Immaculate
Conception Catholic
Church Broke
Paul O’Toole
C/o Broke Post Office,
Broke NSW 2330
Wildlife Rescue,
Rehabilitation and
Release
www.wildlifeaid.org.au
0429 850 089
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Trades
CARRIER - General
John Lamb
6574 5205
Mob 0427 695 468
CATTERY
Jan Pennell
6579 1450
CLEANERS
Professional Hunter
Valley Cleaning Group
Hospitality and private
cleaning
0439 841 487
huntervalleycg@gmail.
com

Services Directory
GOURMET FOODS
Marian Waite
6579 1063
Mob 0409 791 063
marian@riverflatsestate.
com.au
Mechanical &
Automotive
Services
Beyond Broke
Mechanical & Automotive
Jason McCraw
Licensed Motor Vehicle
Repairer
0414 264 515
beyondbrokemechenical.
com.au

PIANO LESSONS
Jan Pennell
6579 1450
Plumbing
Paul Woods
Licensed Plumber,
Drainer, Gasfitter &
Roofer
Putty Rd Milbrodale
0404 488 462
POOL & YARD
MAINTAINANCE
Anthony Smolenaers
65791228 or 0400
367025

PRINT & DESIGN
BINK Creative
4990 3230

Vineyard Services
Bright Vine Services
Vineyard consulting
0410625540
jennybright@bigpond.
com
www.brightvineservices.com.au

Advertising Rates
Business Card 90 mm x 50 mm		

$2

WINE MAKING
Michael McManus
6579 1400
Mob 0403 014 787

Quarter page

90 mm x 135 mm

$5

Half page		

185 mm x 135 mm

$10

Full Page		

185 mm x 270 mm

$15

COMPUTERS &
COMMUNICATION
Bruce Cowan
6579 1130

0407 069682
jeraharvest@icloud.com
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