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FROM THE EDITOR
RAVENSWORTH - TWO CENTU-
RIES OF STUNNING PIONEER 
HISTORY TO TRANSFORM BROKE 
INTO  THE 2020’S
In nearly twenty years of editing 
COCKFIGHTER, I can’t recall any-
thing like the atmosphere of progress, 
matched by pride in, and regard for, 
the endeavours of our 1820’s forefa-
thers , which has enveloped the team 
behind the relocation of Ravensworth 
to Broke.  In this special issue, we 
are highlighting a transformation of 
village ambience to Town Square 
relevance.  In this, our first print run 
in many months, Cockfighter is proud 
that we can contribute to such a sig-
nificant project; at this point, we have 
to identify Glencore, operators of the 
Glendell open cut mine where Raven-
sworth stands, and the band of Broke 
identities who have joined with the 
company in what could be described, 
literally, as a monumental exercise.
I make no apology for what some 
might call hyperbole—because Ra-
vensworth is actually a monument to 
some of the great names of our mid-
19th century beginnings as a white 
settlement.  Here we invoke names 
like that distinguished naval gentle-
man Dr Bowman who set up the 
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estate not long after Howes and his legendary team ploughed through bush and 
bracken known only to our First Peoples,  opening  up the territory covered today 
by Broke, Bulga, Milbrodale and Fordwich.  Other pathfinders included William 
Russell, followed after 35 years by D.F.Mackay in the late 19th century.  It is testi-
mony to their care and regard for Ravensworth that the buildings are in remarkable 
condition for their age, having suffered no material maladjustments in their long 
history.
Hats off to Glencore in this regard—their maintenance has been such that the site 
retains this remarkable indestructibility since the company acquired it some 22 
years ago. In 2018, Glencore looked to the community for cooperation in the plan 
to relocate these lovely old reminders of a less frantic and arguably more gentile 
time.  It was at this point that Stewart Ewan and other members of the Broke Ford-
wich establishment broached the idea of bringing Ravensworth to McNamara Park.  
We can’t exaggerate the contributory importance of local enterprise in this regard: 
they include prominent vignerons in Margans, Lavendar Ridge, Whispering Brook, 
and 688 while other important areas of support have backed the proposal.  This 
includes Singleton Council, the Hunter Valley Wine and Tourism Association, the 
Broke Fordwich Wine and Tourism Association and the newly formed Broke Resi-
dents Committee   
Ravensworth is old, but the reallocation scenario is far removed from notions of  
museum-like, stultifying  relics on display; the project envisages a recreational 
venue for residents and tourists, and the latter are further catered for with a hub 
pushing just what our part of the Valley offers by way of attractions and produce.  
And this is planned with the original layout of these majestic structures incorporat-
ed in their new home.  The idea is to match a unique blend of pride in our past with 
a salute to modern architectural bravura in design and redevelopment. Another hat 
off here—to Newcastle Architects SHAC for their project work which incorporates 
so much of the illustrations in this issue.  Read other pages for more details of this 
town-changing, Town Square revolution, covering everything from restaurants to 
Indigenous displays with historical exhibitions, and other features.
There’s quite a journey ahead before we can celebrate this momentous occasion: 
the plan is subject to approval of Glencore’s EIS submission for Ravensworth after 
examination by the Department of Planning and other Government agencies.  If all 
goes well, a start will be made in 2021, with completion in 2024: here’s to a bicen-
tennial highlight for the 200th birthday celebrations of the Tranquil Side of the Val-
ley!   

(Tom Jackson)
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An amazing opportunity has arisen that can turn Broke into a very desirable place 
to live in or visit. It has come about by a group of Broke residents working with 
Glencore to relocate the Ravensworth Homestead to Broke and make it into a Vil-
lage Square that will financially contribute to the ongoing needs by economically 
supporting infrastructure and activities in the area.

The opportunity has come about by Glencore needing to relocate the buildings so 
that the Glendell Mine can expand. Glencore are proposing to undertake the relo-
cation as part of their EIS application to Government that will be lodged before the 
end of the year.
Ravensworth Homestead is a complex of five buildings of sandstone construction, 
including a main house and kitchen wing, two outbuildings and an ablutions build-
ing, along with a timber cottage.  The property is situated about 20 km North of 
Singleton - just off the New England highway.
Dr Bowman, a naval surgeon and pastoralist, established his estate at Raven-
sworth in the mid-1820s and would eventually die at the property in 1846. It was 

FROM RURAL COLONIAL ELEGANCE TO A 
VISIONARy VILLAGE SqUARE

An extraordinarily visionary project - relocating historic colonial buildings to 
Broke Village to create a Village Square complex

L i n k i n g  t h e  C o m m u n i t i e s  o f  B r o k e  F o r d w i c h  B u l g a  &  M i l b r o d a l e  
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sold to Captain William Russell in 1853. Capt. Russell went onto own in the vicinity 
of 30,000 acres in the Hunter Valley. In 1882 the Ravensworth property was sold 
to Duncan Forbes Mackay who turned the estate into what was described as fine 
sheep raising land.

Proposed location: Two locations are proposed in McNamara Park OR 
McTaggart Park at the crossroads of Milbrodale Road and Wollombi Street
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The homestead remains relatively intact and has escaped any significant altera-
tions to the original design.
Glencore’s Glendell open cut mine has been managing and maintaining the prop-
erty since acquiring the Homestead in 1997.
Requiring the land for mining operations, Glencore advertised in February 2018 for 
community involvement to discuss the concept of moving the buildings to another 
site in order to preserve their historic value. Some local community members and 
businesses responded.
A submission document from members of the Broke Fordwich community asking 
Glencore to consider locating the beautiful homestead and its outhouses to McNa-
mara Park in Broke was made some 9 months ago.  With the submission comes 
a plan to develop a ‘Town Centre’ to service the needs of residents for additional 
recreational venues as well as opportunities for tourists to the region to experience 
local produce and tourism information.

The businesses who are supporting the proposal inc Margan Wines , Lavender 
Ridge Vineyard, Whispering Brook Vineyard and Bin 688 Vineyard. Along with 
Glencore these supporters are combining to assist in the management and finan-
cial needs of the project in the period to see the venture established and self sus-
taining.
Funds were  raised to engage Newcastle based SHAC architects to draw up the 
submission document on behalf of the community. Glencore reviewed many alter-
native proposals and they are supportive of the Broke Fordwich concept and are 
currently working with community representatives to fine tune the implementation 
requirements.

Designed to enhance the quality of living for the Broke Fordwich community, the 
Village Square project includes a large collection of ‘people places’
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The proposal to move the homestead to Broke is one of two relocation options be-
ing considered and is subject to the approval of Glencore’s EIS submission for the 
Glendell extension which will take some time to be  reviewed by the Dept of Plan-
ning and other Gov Depts.
The Broke Fordwich concept ensures the relocated buildings would maintain their 
existing layout on the new site.
The village of Broke has been through many phases of growth and retraction over 
the years since its naming in mid 1800s.  It is currently going through a growth 
phase which is sometimes measured by the number of pupils in the local school 
now at a near-record high.  
However new home construction and property improvements including the huge 
increase in tourist accommodation also prove the rate of growth is steadily growing 
which in turn is creating a need for a central focus to service both the increase in 
numbers of residents and regional visitors. 
The Ravenworth homestead relocation concept to Broke would not only meet this 
need but in turn would create further growth in local employment, civic pride, com-
munal interaction and encourage enterprise growth.  The completed Broke Village 
Square project could include: 
Cafés / Restaurants
Cellar Door display and operations
Boutique Brewery.
Exhibition Space
Wine Museum
Tourism information [including. Indigenous Displays and History].

Some of the proposed inclusions are: Cafés / Restaurants,Cellar Door display 
and operations and a Boutique Brewery.
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Administration Space.
Market Stall space
Central point for regional events 
Other inclusions may be included as the project develops.
One of the most exciting proposals for this venture is that it would be designed to 
operate as a self-supporting enterprise owned by the community with a local Board 
of Trustees, the financial benefits are to be utilised to directly benefit the residents 
of Broke Fordwich in the form of improved infrastructure, services and facilities a 
such as the Volunteer Fire Brigade, Public School and other community needs as 
approved by a committee of an incorporated association.
The Village Square concept has already received favourable and supportive re-
sponses from Singleton Council, The Hunter Valley Wine Tourism Association, The 
Broke Fordwich Wine Tourism Association and the Broke Residents Committee.
Further preliminary discussions are underway with several other stakeholders.
Funding for the Square project has been made available by local residents and 
Glencore to cover the cost of dismantling, site preparation, reconstruction, fit out, 
and installation of amenities and services.
There are still a few issues that need to be sorted out and approved before the 
move to Broke can happen and this may still take several years. 
Glencore has held exhibition days for the community to review the proposal in Sin-
gleton and Broke. Letters of Support have already been received from the Hunter 
Valley Wine Tourism Assoc , The Broke Fordwich Wine Tourism Assoc , The newly 
formed Broke Residents Assoc and the Ravensworth Homestead Committee .
The benefits of seeing Broke benefit from this venture should  be amazing  in 
terms of employment , tourism and giving Broke a central venue let alone the fi-
nancial contribution it can make to our district .
Locals agree that Glencore can be applauded for showing this generous level of 
support for the Broke Fordwich region.
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Food available from RAFAS Food Truck
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NUFFIELD SCHOLAR TO INVESTIGATE NEw 
AND EMERGING IRRIGATION METHODS FOR 

AUSTRALIAN wINE
Sarah Keough from Strathalbyn, South Australia, has been awarded a Nuffield 
Scholarship, supported by Wine Australia, to investigate new and emerging irriga-
tion methods to reduce vineyard crop losses and sustain fruit quality during ex-
treme heat events.
Sarah is a viticulturist at Bleasdale Vineyards in Langhorne Creek and works 
closely with the region’s growers, as well as those in the Adelaide Hills and 
McLaren Vale. She believes her Nuffield research will be a valuable extension to 
existing work in the sector on reducing the impact of heat in vineyards.
“A gradual increase in the number of days reaching 40 degrees has prompted lo-
cal growers to look at new approaches, such as mulching and alternative irrigation 
schemes, to reduce the soil temperature and enable vines to endure prolonged 
heat stress,” said Sarah.

“While growers have seen great success by using vine misters, flipper overhead 
sprinklers and misting fans, there is a need to look at more water-efficient alter-
natives. In particular, my research will look to unearth new technologies to better 
manage and improve irrigation scheduling.”
On behalf of the Bleasdale team, general manager Leigh Warrren expressed that 

Sarah Keough from Strathalbyn, South Australia, has been awarded a Nuffield 
Scholarship
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they are extremely proud of the unrelenting contribution Sarah continues to add 
to not only Bleasdale Vineyards but the whole Langhorne Creek region and this 
“once in a lifetime” opportunity forms another important step in Sarah’s personal 
development to be a leader in her field.
“I’m looking forward to the benefits Bleasdale will see for years to come including 
the knowledge Sarah will grasp around technology especially around the topic of  
‘Mitigating heat resulting in damage or down grade of fruit in vineyards & irrigating 
for heat stress’,” Warren said.
Sarah’s scholarship was announced at the Nuffield Australia National Conference 
at the EKKA precinct in Brisbane on Tuesday 17 September.
Over the next 12 months, Sarah will meet with water irrigation leaders in Israel, 
investigate innovative irrigation methods being used in semi-arid climates like Ar-
gentina, and visit America’s Napa Valley, which is increasingly experiencing higher 
than average temperatures.
Wine Australia invests $53,000 annually in the Nuffield Australia program as part 
of its policy of investing in sector leadership. In the same vein, Wine Australia sup-
ports the Future Leaders program, travel bursaries for researchers and post gradu-
ate scholarships.

“...my research will look to unearth new technologies to better manage and 
improve irrigation scheduling.”
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Weekenda offers an extensive array 
of holiday property options providing 

comfort, style and affordability.  

Relax in the stunning Hunter Valley

https://www.weekenda.com.au

Email: stay@weekenda.com

Phone: 1300 386 170
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AUSTRALIAN wOMEN IN wINE AwARDS 
KICK OFF AUSSIE wINE MONTH IN US

Australia’s largest wine promotion, Aussie Wine Month, was launched in the US by 
the Australian Women In Wine Awards in Chelsea, New York recently.

The awards acknowledge the work of women in the Australian wine community, 
and community leaders who champion equality and fairness for all sexes in the 
workplace.
The winners are:
Winemaker of the Year – sponsored by Tonnellerie Saint Martin
Vanya Cullen, Cullen Wines
Researcher / Innovator of the Year – sponsored by Angove Family Winemakers
Inca Lee, Vinehealth Australia
Champion of Diversity & Equality – sponsored by Australian Grape and Wine

The winners of the 2019 Australian Women in Wine Awards (Left to Right): Sarah 
McDougall, Ulrika Larsson, Christina Pickard, Vanya Cullen, Jane Thomson, John 
Davis (Championing Diversity and Equality) , Angie Bradbury, Imogen Hayes, and 
Sheridan Alm
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John Davis, Pepper Tree Wines
Marketer of the Year – sponsored by denomination
Imogen Hayes, Handpicked Wines
Cellar Door Person of the Year – sponsored by Purple Giraffe
Ulrika Larsson, Clairault Streicker
Viticulturist of the Year – sponsored by Wine Australia
Sheridan Alm, Starrs Reach Vineyard
Owner / Operator of the Year – sponsored by WineWorks Australia
Sarah McDougall, Lake George Winery
Woman of Inspiration Award – sponsored by Irvine Wines
Angie Bradbury, Dig&Fish
Honorary Australian Women in Wine Award USA – co-sponsored by Wine Australia 
& the Victoria State Government.
Christina Pickard
Wine Australia CEO Andreas Clark said, “Wine Australia is delighted to support the 
Australian Women in Wine Awards that celebrate the achievements of many tal-
ented women from the Australian grape and wine community and it was wonderful 
to partner with the event in New York.”
The event was attended by nearly 40 Australian female wine producers, and the 
invitation only guest list also included an additional 100+ trade, media and dignitar-
ies.
The awards – and the Fabulous Ladies’ Wine Society – were founded by Jane 
Thomson in 2015. Thomson is the Jane is also the drinks editor for Taste.com.au 
magazine and occasionally moonlights as national wine writer for News Corp.
For Thomson, the awards are about supporting and mentoring women, to share 
experiences, to encourage and inspire and highlight, where we see it, the need for 
change.
Handpicked Wines’ Global Marketing Manager, Imogen Hayes, won Marketer 
of the Year. Hayes said, “I’m honoured to be named Marketer of the Year. Hand-
picked is a non-traditional wine business, and creativity in everything we do is im-
portant to us – whether it’s being creative in winemaking, business or marketing.
“It is a truly innovative business that is not afraid to encourage new ideas within 
a collaborative and supportive team environment. Working with an amazing and 
hardworking team with leadership from William Dong makes me relish the chal-
lenges faced in my role and I love each and every day.”
Food & Drink Business       foodanddrinkbusiness.com.au
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Join the vigneron for tastings 
of Classic Aged wines with 

stunning views over
Yellow Rock and the

Broke Fordwich Valley
Open to the public
Private tastings &

corporate groups catered for
Wheelchair accessible

Cellar Door
1133 Milbrodale Rd, Broke 

Fordwich, Hunter Valley NSW
 

Vigneron: Dave Fromberg
0474156786
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COMMUNITy DEVELOpMENT FUND SET 
TO UNLOCK ECONOMIC pOTENTIAL OF 

SINGLETON
A new approach to the way Singleton Council uses Voluntary Planning Agreements 
(VPA) to support the local community and the economy has been designed to as-
sist ensuring the future of the Singleton local government area by promoting social 
capital, economic growth and prosperity.

The draft Community and Economic Development Fund Policy, currently open for 
community feedback, outlines a new and exciting way for the expenditure of funds 
from VPAs in partnership with mining companies to address challenges and help 
build diversity in the local economy.
It also targets VPA funds to foster innovation, support and grow jobs, increase 
business profitability, improve living standards and promote the health and wellbe-
ing for the people of the Singleton local government area.
General Manager Jason Linnane said the fund signalled a move away from the 
“here and now” approach to VPAs, towards a longer-term view to support the com-
munity.

Funds from VPAs in partnership with mining companies are being used to 
address challenges and help build diversity in the local economy.
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“The draft Community and Economic Development Fund Policy outlines a smarter 
way to manage VPA monies to proactively and strategically boost a range of sec-
tors across our LGA,” he said.
“Working alongside the Socio-Economic Development Strategy currently in devel-
opment, the fund will provide the strategic direction and financial backing to ensure 
efficient and effective use of resources to improve prosperity in Singleton.
“It’s important that we spend the right money in the right places at the right time — 
and what this fund does is ensure there’s money in the bank to be spent on pro-
grams, infrastructure and projects needed to support positive growth.”
Mr Linnane said it was important to note that the policy also focused on improving 
the social, health and wellbeing of the community.
“The fund provides a mechanism to bring to life a range of actions that help ad-
dress a range of issues in our community, both social and economic,” he said.
“These actions are aligned with the growing community sentiment to start planning 
our transition process away from a one-engine economy.
“With long-term vision, a robust strategy and carefully planned actions, Singleton is 
in for an exciting period and the Community and Economic Development Fund will 
assist us to make every opportunity count.”

Jane McKaughan
0409 416 416

   jane@huntervalleyescapes.com    www.huntervalleyescapes.com

Hunter Valley Escapes offers one of the finest selection of short-stay holiday 
properties in the Hunter Valley, we have a reputation for excellence when it 

comes to matching families and friends to the perfect holiday accommodation 
for a unique getaway.   Hunter Valley Escapes can cater for a fun family getaway 

or a romantic peaceful retreat.

OUR MISSION …*A wonderful experience for everybody*

unique country getaways
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VIETNAM TApS INTO SINGLETON’S SKILLS 
AND ExpERTISE IN DEVELOpMENT OF 

wATER INFRASTRUCTURE
 
Singleton is playing an international role to help raise the standard of water in-
frastructure and drinking water after being chosen to be part of a water utility ex-
change program with Vietnam facilitated by the Australian Water Association.
Staff from Singleton Council’s water and sewer services team will travel to Vietnam 
to work with the Nghe An Rural Water Supply and Environment Joint Stock Com-
pany, a rural water utility serving about 8,800 customers with 12 staff, with the first 
trip slated for later this year.
Conversely, staff from Council’s Vietnamese partner utility will also travel to Single-

ton to investigate our water and sewer infrastructure.
Funded by the Australian Government, the Vietnam-Australia Water Utility Im-
provement Program (WUIP) is part of a suite of activities run by the Australian 
Water Association (AWA) and the National Centre for Rural Water Supply and 

Singleton Council water and sewer team members Jon Fitzgerald, Katie Bell and 
Dave Tynan.
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Environmental Sanitation (NCERWASS), to achieve breakthroughs in vital areas 
of water supply and resources management, attain the Sustainable Development 
Goals and meet the Government of Vietnam’s objectives for water.
The WUIP helps water utilities improve service coverage and delivery, financial 
sustainability, and other aspects of their performance.
Mark Ihlein, Council’s Director Planning and Infrastructure Services, said the ex-
change program was an exciting opportunity for Singleton to have a direct role in 
the development of water infrastructure in communities around the globe.
“Council staff will do at least three short exchanges with our partner utility in Viet-
nam, and Vietnamese water staff will come over to visit us and our infrastructure 
as part of the program to share knowledge and learn about new ways of doing 
things,” he said.
“This is a great opportunity to see the challenges that other organisations face, as 
well as experience how they are making things happen in their context.
“There may be vast differences between the circumstances in Singleton and those 
in Vietnam, but there may also be similarities and the opportunity for collaboration 
that can benefit both sides.”
The Government of Vietnam has set a range of targets for Vietnamese water utili-
ties for the next few years, including the achievement of drinking water standards 
by 2020.
Mr Ihlein said selection in the exchange program was open to regional water utili-
ties that could commit people resources and time to assisting a sister water utility.
“It’s can be easy for us to forget that services such as water and sewer are still a 
luxury in many parts of the world, and as we know with the drought we’re currently 
experiencing, water resources should 
never be taken for granted,” he said.
“To be chosen to be part of this pro-
gram is a great opportunity for our staff 
and due recognition for their hard work 
in providing a high standard of water 
and sewer infrastructure in Singleton.
“It’s also reassurance for our commu-
nity that although we are a relatively 
small utility, we are setting industry 
standards in our approach to water 
and sewer services while maintaining 
charges that are among the lowest in 
the Hunter.”
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SINGLETON SHIRE LANDCARE 
B i o  W o r k s h o p  

Biosecurity        Biocontrol        Biodiversity 

https://20_oct_bio.eventbrite.ie

20 October 2019    9.30am - 12pm  
Catherine Vale Wines 

656 Milbrodale Rd, Fordwich
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1st Monday of the month 

@ 6:30 Bulga Community 
Centre 

All welcome 

Contact 

Phil Reid 0438 865 064

Bring a plate to share 

A great night out 
Bingo 
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RAINBOW BEE-EATER. (Merops ornatus)

Gorgeous blue and green bird: bill finely curved; eyes red in blue edged long black 
– eyeline; throat yellow- orange with black crescent. Male: crown orange-bronze; 
tail shaft extend 2.5cm. Female: crown greener in colour and tail shaft shorter. 
They live in groups of 20-40, roosting in small shrubby trees at night and migrating 
to the far north in winter. They hunt from a perch, very rarely from the ground, mak-
ing complex aerial manoeuvres to catch insects and squeezing out bee – stings 
before eating the bees. They breed from November to January in the south and at 
the beginning of the dry season in the north. Females lay 3-7 eggs in a nest at the 
end of a tunnel to 1m long, dug into a bank or bare flat ground. Group members 
help to dig tunnels, incubate the eggs for around 21 days and rear the young who 
fledge in about 4 weeks. They have a high pitched chittering call. Diet consists of 
bees and other flying insects.
I had only ever seen these beautiful little birds in the Broke area but have now 
seen them in both Broke and Bulga. :)

  Elizabeth
Joeys Retreat

OUR wILDLIFE
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BROKE BULGA LANDCARE GROUp NEwS

Weed control workshop
Learn about biosecurity, biological control, and using biodynamic principles to con-
trol weeds in our local region at a Singleton Shire Landcare workshop at Catherine 
Vale Wines 20th October.
Paul Melehan, Upper Hunter Landcare Coordinator, will discuss ways to identify 
and control some invasive weeds and things you need to know about biosecurity 
on your property. Priority weeds include tiger pear, madeira vines, african love 
grass, tree of heaven, bridal creeper, parramatta grass and lantana.
Local landowner Roy Palmer will discuss the value of biocontrol and some alter-
nate ways to control weeds from his experiences.
Rose Porter, Biodiversity Conservation Trust, will discuss the assistance available 
to help control weeds to help you improve biodiversity and how to establish a pro-
tected conservation area on your property.

The workshop is being held 
9.30am - 12.30pm at Cath-
erine Vale Wines (656 Mil-
brodale Road, Fordwich). 
Bring a weed for Identification 
and enjoy a delicious morn-
ing tea. $5 Attendance fee to 
secure your space. RSVP by 
15 October 2019. Register at 
https://20_oct_bio.eventbrite.
ie. 

AGM - social meal  
The Broke Bulga Landcare 
are holding their AGM on the 
12th November at 5.30pm 
(for a 6.00pm meal) at Cathe-
rine Vale Wines. All welcome. 
To rsvp or for more informa-
tion on joining Landcare, 
contact President Wendy 
Lawson (wine@catherinev-
ale.com.au or 0417657915). 

Local school girls help out at the second planting 
day for the Wollombi Brook Rehabilitation project. 

(photo: Tricia Hogbin)
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Update on the Wollombi Brook rehabilitation project
Background
The Hunter Local Land Services are working with the Broke Bulga Landcare, nu-
merous landholders and other partners including Singleton Council and Bulga 
Coal, to implement a three year project that will rehabilitate more than one kilom-
eter of the Wollombi Brook at Broke.

The project, funded through the NSW Environmental Trust and Hunter Local Land 
Services, aims to improve the 
health and condition of the Brook 
through a range of activities in-
cluding weed control, promotion of 
natural regeneration and the plant-
ing of local native plants.

The Wollombi Brook rehabilitation 
project aims to plant up to seven 
thousand native plants over the 
three years. Planting commenced 
in July - with planting days held at 
two properties. Wonnarua elder Pat 
Taggart opened the first planting 
with a welcome to country ceremo-
ny. Over a dozen people, including 
local residents, Landcare mem-
bers, and Bulga Coal staff, helped 
out at each planting day, with the 
younger volunteers being particu-
larly enthusiastic. 

Despite the dry conditions, around three months after planting, survival is high. In 
particular, plantings of the resilient Lomandra longifolia (Mat Rush) are doing par-
ticularly well. 
Landcare contact: President Wendy Lawson 
wine@catherinevale.com.au or 0417657915

Pat Taggart and Marry Pappin plant 
Lomandra on the bank of Wollombi Brook 

(photo: Teegan Hayward)
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Environment and 
Community Contacts 

Community complaints line 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

1800 332 693

You can also view our approvals, management plans 
and environmental monitoring data on the website.  

Go to  www.bulgacoal.com.au and click on  
the Publications tab on the menu. 

Ralph Northey - Bulga Coal  
Environment and Community Manager 
T: 6570 2539    M: 0418 439 874 
ralph.northey@glencore.com.au

BULGA
COAL Paul Woods 

Licensed Plumber, 
Drainer, Gas�tter 

& 
Roofer

0404 488 462 

Putty Rd 
Milbrodale

Lic # 219717C , 
ABN 6579 8335 847

Paul Woods 

Licensed Plumber, 
Drainer, Gas�tter 

& 
Roofer

0404 488 462 

Putty Rd 
Milbrodale

Lic # 219717C , 
ABN 6579 8335 847
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BRANXTON CROQUET
CLUB

IMPROVE YOUR BODY AND MIND
SATURDAY AND TUESDAY FROM 9a.m.

John Rose Avenue, Branxton
(turn le�  on New England Highway at

� rst tra�  c lights in Branxton)
All welcome

For further information on this
great no-contact sport go ahead and contact

Chris Robertson
Secretary

0418 427 320
6574 7194
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is a genuine community of people 
from all cultures, ages and walks 
of life. Not just for Singleton 
residents, but for all those who 
want to hear God’s word and 
share the amazing impacts of His 
love. You are most welcome to 
come along to Sunday Church 
9:30am at Singleton Public 
School, Elizabeth St, or even try 
one of our smaller groups or 
Youth Groups.

For more information 6573-4198 
or www.singletonchurch.org

Singleton Evangelical Church 
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Broke Village Recreation Grounds
Community access information: 

A great spot to enjoy the great outdoors

Free BBQ with sheltered picnic tables
Tennis courts with lights for night use

Netball court
Basketball court

Children’s play equipment.
 
The Grounds are located at the end of 
Cochrane Street.  

The  hut at the grounds is available for the 
community’s use for no charge.

If you wish to use the facility please make a 
booking with Wendy on 65781334. 
The key for the Hut can be picked up at the 
Broke Village Store with a deposit of $20.00 
which will be returned when the key is re-
turned. 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS

COMMUNITy GROUpS AND ORGANISATIONS
Broke Bulga Landcare 
Group Inc.
C/o President, Wendy 
Lawson 
PO Box 120, Broke 
NSW 2330

Broke Fair Committee
Secretary, Maxine 
Alexander 
alexandermaxine6@
gmail.com

Broke Fordwich Wine 
& Tourism
President  Jody Derrick
Secretary, Mike Wilson
secretary@
brokefordwich.com.au

NSW Rural Fire Service 
Hunter Valley District
2161 Putty Road Bulga 
2330
Phone 6575 1200, Fax 
6575 1299
email huntervalley.
team@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Manager: 
Superintendent Ashley 
Frank.

Broke Rural Fire 
Brigade
Captain: Paul Myers
C/o Broke Post Office, 
Broke NSW 2330

Bulga Rural Fire 
Brigade
Captain: Jill Kranias 
Phone:- 0408 652 668 
Permit officers: 
A Gallagher 6574 5100 
and B Anderson 0417 
403 153

Broke Community Hall
Kathleen Everett (02) 
6579 1470

Broke Public School
Principal/P&C 
Association, 
Cochrane Street, Broke

Bulga Milbrodale 
Progress Association
President - John Krey           
 6574 5376
PO Box 1032,  Singleton 
2330
bmpa.contact@bigpond.
com

Bulga Community 
Centre Inc.
President/bookings 
Claudette Richards         
65745 495
Secretary Belinda 
Passlow 0427 305 519
Treasurer Phil Reid 0438 
865 064

Justices of the Peace
Tom Jackson 6574 5266

Milbrodale Public 
School
Putty Road, Milbrodale 
NSW 2330

National Parks and 
Wildlife Service- Upper 
Hunter Area Bulga and 
Scone
Peta Norris, Putty Road, 
Bulga
NSW 2330  6574 5555
Palliative Care 
Volunteers for 

Singleton & Cessnock
Kath Watkinson (02) 
65722121

Private Irrigation (PID)
admin@bfpid.com.au
Water On/Off 1300 767 
118
PID Admin  
Saywells 
12 Vincent St 
CESSNOCK 
office@saywells.com

St Andrews Anglican 
Church Broke
Parish Secretary at 6571 
1414

St Marks Anglican 
Church
C/o Marie Mitchell
Inlet Road, Bulga NSW 
2330

The Immaculate 
Conception Catholic 
Church Broke
Paul O’Toole
C/o Broke Post Office, 
Broke NSW 2330

Wildlife Rescue, 
Rehabilitation and 
Release
www.wildlifeaid.org.au 
0429 850 089
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TRADES    SERVICES  DIRECTORy
CARRIER - General
John Lamb 
6574 5205
Mob 0427 695 468

CATTERY
Jan Pennell 
6579 1450

CLEANERS
Professional Hunter 
Valley Cleaning Group
Hospitality and private 
cleaning
0439 841 487
huntervalleycg@gmail.
com

COMPUTERS & 
COMMUNICATION
Bruce Cowan 
6579 1130

PRINT & DESIGN 
BINK Creative 
4990 3230   

GOURMET FOODS
Marian Waite 
6579 1063
Mob 0409 791 063
marian@riverflatsestate.
com.au

MECHANICAL & 
AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICES
Beyond Broke 
Mechanical & Automo-
tive 
Jason McCraw
Licensed Motor Vehicle 
Repairer
0414 264 515
beyondbrokemechenical.
com.au

PIANO LESSONS
Jan Pennell 
6579 1450

PLUMBING
Paul Woods 
Licensed Plumber, 
Drainer, Gasfitter  & 
Roofer
Putty Rd Milbrodale
0404 488 462 

POOL & YARD 
MAINTAINANCE
Anthony Smolenaers
65791228 or 0400 
367025

VINEYARD SERVICES
Bright Vine Services
Vineyard consulting
0410625540
jennybright@bigpond.
com
www.brightvineservic-
es.com.au

WINE MAKING
Michael McManus 
6579 1400
Mob 0403 014 787Business Card 90 mm x 50 mm  $2

Quarter page 90 mm x 135 mm $5
Half page  185 mm x 135 mm $10
Full Page  185 mm x 270 mm $15

0407 069682 
jeraharvest@icloud.com

Advertising Rates


