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FREE Community Event - Back again - 
Jazz at Catherine Vale Vineyard
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August 2018    
Our magazine - named after Cockfighter 
Creek - So named in 1820 by John Howe and 
B. Singleton because one of their horses called 
Cockfighter was bogged here on their return 
trip from Wallis Plains (Maitland) to Patrick 
Plains (Singleton)

Linking the Communities of Broke Fordwich Bulga & Milbrodale 

Featuring Newcastle Jazz Band
HALF NELSON

Come and join us for this free community 
event in a relaxed atmosphere and enjoy 

great music, food and Catherine Vale wines. 

SUNDAY
30th September 2018

Wendy Lawson - Catherine Vale Wines
656 Milbrodale Road, Broke 2330

Ph: 6579 1334
www.catherinevalewines.com.au

email: wine@catherinevale.com.au

Food provided by

www.smoknhotnsaucy.com.au

Catherine Vale

 “NO BYO”

12pm to 3pm

Wendy Lawson spends 
a lot of her time nurtur-
ing her vineyard, doing a 
lot of the hands on tasks 
to ensure Catherine Vale 
wine continually meets 
the high expectation of the 
wines many fans.

Wendy has always felt a 
close connection to na-
ture and was drawn to the 
beauty and serenity of the 
Broke Fordwich area.

Her connection with the 
area led to Wendy becom-
ing involved with a num-
ber of local environmental 
and tourism organisations 
in the Hunter Valley.

Wendy has worked exten-
sively with Broke Bulga 
Landcare, Wollombi 
Catchment Water Users 
Association, Broke Ford-
wich Tourism Association 
and Tourism Singleton.

In recognition of her 
services to the Hunter 
Valley region, Wendy was 
awarded an Order of Aus-
tralia Medal a few years 
ago.

Typically Wendy has 
extended her community 
commitment to provid-
ing an event for locals 
and wine lovers. Jazz at 
Catherine Vale has been 

And All thAt jAzz ..
July Rainfall 0:00 mm
Since Jan 190.5 mm

Continued page 4

From the Editor

SOMETHING‘S  IN THE 
AIR—UNFORTUNATELY

To the relief of many read-
ers, I am delighted to tone 
down my regular turgid-
ity and bring you the latest 
update in the crusade George 
Woods is waging on air qual-
ity—or the lack thereof—in 
our part of he Hunter.  We 
have many champions of 
this and similar causes –Alan 
and Judith Leslie with their 
tigerish fight against noise 
invasion,for instance- and 
George warrants the same 
level of support:

Dear all

Thanks for signing on to 
our joint letter asking the 
Ministers for Health and the 
Environment to come to the 
Hunter and meet with people 
suffering the effects of poor 
air quality. So far, we’ve got 
67 people signed on.

So far this year, the data 
indicates that air quality in 
Singleton, Muswellbrook, 
Jerry’s Plains, Bulga and 
Camberwell are tracking at 
their worst recorded year on 
average for coarse particle 
pollution.

Dr John van der Kallen from 
Doctors for the Environment 
and I will be trying to get 

media interested in cover-
ing the terrible air quality. 
We know from experience 
that they are more likely to 
do this if there is a parent of 
school-age children that is 
willing to talk to them.

If you’ve got kids, or know 
someone else with kids that’s 
willing to talk to the media 
about your concerns about 
air quality, then please let 
me know as soon as you can. 
I’m on 0437 405 932.

We’ve set a deadline for sig-
natures of 13 August. Please 
share the letter around oth-
ers that you know that share 
your concerns about air 
quality and desire for the 
Ministers to come to the 
Hunter and do something 
about it. CLICK HERE or 
you can send them this link: 
https://goo.gl/forms/pWIZ5l-
cWHBYT0Jys1

John is based in Newcastle, 
so I’m also hoping someone 
from the Valley would be 
willing to join him as a con-
tact point for the politicians 
to get back to us for a meet-
ing. If you’d like to join John 
as a point person for sending 
the letter (and I’m happy to 
help with the practicalities) 
then please also let me know.

Thanks again for adding 
your name. Hopefully, we 

will spur them into action 
this time.

I’ll send you another update 
once the letter is ready to 
send.

Cheers
George Woods
Lock the Gate

It’s hard to imagine that our 
Big Event of the Year is only 
weeks away but here we 
are on the verge of spring 
and that fascinating mix 
of motors and McNamara 
Park merriment is with us 
again—and remember the 
commendable pre-Fair con-
trol burn will be held later 
this month to make sure fire 
danger is well under control. 
Take a note too about Wendy 
Lawson’s Jazz spectacu-
lar—always a favourite as 
we look forward to an end to 
this bitter winter spell (much 
appreciated rain August 6, 
by the way).

On a personal note—so 
many grateful thanks to 
those near and dear who 
helped with my sad loss 
last month and who showed 
what an influence Sue was 
on all our lives.    

 I feel blessed to have such 
family and friends. 

(Tom Jackson)

https://goo.gl/forms/pWIZ5lcWHBYT0Jys1
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AGRICULTURAL
AND VITICULTURAL

CONTRACTING  AND
MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS

PL
U
S

PL
U
S

a
G

Fertilizing, mulch, 
and compost spreading
Spraying

Slashing

All tractor operations

Post ramming

Fencing, entrances and yards

Property Management

Vineyard & Olive Specialists

Phone/Fa 02 65791084
Mobile 0409 450 506

PO Box 123,Broke NSW 2320
SERVICING YOUR 
LOCAL AREA x

�e Willows Restaurant & Broke Village Store
�e focal point of the Broke community and surrounding area

Groceries, Newsagent, Co�ee Shop, Dine-In Restaurant, Delicatessen,  Post O�ce, Bottle 
Shop, Petrol Station & Tourist Information.  Also stocks an exclusive range of Broke 

Fordwich Wines. 

Enjoy a meal at 
The Willows Restaurant 

ALL DAY MENU
BEER ON TAP

 Dine in or al fresco 

Open: 7 days:  
Sunday to Wednesday 

till 8 p.m.
Thursday to Saturday 

till late.

4 Wollombi St, 
Broke 

NSW 2330 
Ph: 02 6579 1056

running since 2006 and is 
an open event without entry 
charge.

This year the well known 
Newcastle jazz band, Half 
Nelson are on stage - a 
unique mix of musicians, 
from a wide variety of back-
grounds giving up music 
covering New Orleans Jazz 
to Free Improvisation and all 
manner of music along the 
way. This combination has 

helped forge a band dedi-
cated to the era of 1920’s 
to the 40’s jazz. Formed in 
September 2008 in New-
castle, by sister 
and brother Sher-
iden and Jason 
Nelson,the band 
has a lot of expe-
rience in keeping 
a crowd enter-
tained.

Food for the event is provid-
ed by Hunter based, Smokin 
Hot ‘n’ Saucy Owners, 
Robert and Randi Thraves 

bring traditional Texas 
BBQ to Hunter Val-
ley events. Robert is a 
bit more than just your 
backyard BBQ sausage 
sizzle chef. He loves to 
cook meat low and slow 
for hours and hours in 
his homemade custom 
built Texas offset smok-
er. Rob’s wife Randi is 
a native Texan and has 
been the driving influ-
ence in their BBQ style. 

Rob’s style of BBQ is 
Texas with a bit of Aus-
sie touch, you’ll find 
him cooking meat all 
night at the perfect tem-
perature with his own 
unique blend of spices 
to ensure tender juicy 
and tasty meat. Meat 
can be enjoyed on its 
own, in a sandwich, or 
even in a taco.

And all that jazz .. from page 3 

Singleton Council, 
supported by Bulga 
Coal in conjunction 
with the Broke Bulga 
Landcare Group and 
Local Land Services, 
are working towards 
improving the condi-
tion of McNamara 
Park. The park is 
popular with locals and great 
number of travellers  - pro-
viding a a comfortable and 
free camping site.

Singleton council has sched-
uled a temporary closure of 
McNamara Park for the pur-
pose of conducting a cultural 
weed and fire hazard control 
burn. 

Koori Country Firesticks 
Aboriginal Corporation with 
support from NSW Rural 
Fire Service (RFS) will 
undertake the cultural burn 
using traditional Aboriginal 
methods of controlled cool 
burning to help alleviate 

McnAMArA PArk culturAl Burn (cool Fire) 

weeds and allow for the re-
generation of native plants.  

McNamara Park will be 
closed to the public from 
Friday 17 August — Sunday 
19 August 2018, weather 
permitting. Only authorised 
participants of the cool burn 
will be permitted in the park 
during these dates. 

The fire will be carefully 
controlled, however smoke 
will be present in the sur-
rounding area of the cool 
burn. Every effort will be 
made to minimise smoke. If 
fire smoke affects you, you 
are advised to stay inside, 

with doors and win-
dows closed. 

Alternative free camp-
ing options are avail-
able at Bulga, Wark-
worth or Jerrys Plains 
Recreation Grounds 
during this time. 

Council appreciates 
the patience and understand-
ing of both Broke residents 
and visitors as we work to 
deliver bushfire management 
programs across the Single-
ton local government area.

To find out more information 
about Aboriginal Cultural 
Burning, visit http://www.
kooricountryfiresticks.com.
au or http://www.firesticks.
org.au/

For further information 
regarding the proposed cool 
burn, please contact Mitchell 
Moy, Parks Management Of-
ficer, on 02 6578 7290.
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Environment and 
Community Contacts 

Community complaints line 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

1800 332 693

You can also view our approvals, management plans 
and environmental monitoring data on the website.  

Go to  www.bulgacoal.com.au and click on  
the Publications tab on the menu. 

Ralph Northey - Bulga Coal  
Environment and Community Manager 
T: 6570 2539    M: 0418 439 874 
ralph.northey@glencore.com.au

BULGA
COAL

More consul-
tation is key 
in building on 
Council’s com-
munity satisfac-
tion rating

Singleton 
residents’ sat-
isfaction with 
Council’s per-
formance is 
unchanged since 
2016, with an 
overall rating of 
3.28 out of 5 in 
the Community 
Satisfaction Survey conduct-
ed in April this year.

The survey showed 83% of 
the 503 respondents, se-
lected at random to reflect a 
statistically valid sample of 
the population, were at least 
“somewhat satisfied” with 
Singleton Council’s per-
formance across all service 
areas.

The mean score of 3.28 is 
above the regional average 
of 3.22.

The results showed the most 
important Council services 
or facilities were:

Informing the community of 
Council decisions

Health and hygiene of local 
restaurants and takeaways

Consulting the community

Management of Council’s 
finances

Advocating on behalf of the 
community for improved 
services

Council’s best perform-
ing areas were provision of 
library services, water sup-
ply, Gym & Swim facilities, 
maintenance of sporting 
fields and recycling collec-
tion.

In addition, 47% of residents 
said what they love about 
Singleton was the safe and 
friendly feeling and its cen-
tral location, and 55% said 
reducing traffic congestion 
and generating local employ-
ment were the biggest im-
pacts for the community in 
the next 10 years.

Council engaged independ-
ent company Micromex Re-

search to conduct the survey 
and collate the results.

General Manager Jason 
Linnane said Council was 
already taking action to ad-
dress the areas for improve-
ment that emerged from the 
survey results, which includ-
ed Council responsiveness to 
community needs and con-
sulting the community.

“The community told us the 
most important thing we do 
is telling them about Coun-
cil decisions, and that’s the 
number one area people said 
we could improve on,” he 
said.

 

“People also told us they 
want to know more about the 
management of Council’s 
finances, and about the way 
Council itself is managed.

SAtiSFying reSultS - council Survey
“That’s why people are 
receiving the first edition 
of Council’s new quarterly 
magazine, Singleton Edit, in 
their letterboxes this week 
with stories about new ini-
tiatives and major projects, 
an update on Council’s ad-
vocacy work over the past 
few months and a snapshot 
of Council’s financial po-

sition under the recently 
adopted Operational Plan for 
2018/2019.

“But that’s not all. There are 
already a number of chan-
nels available for people to 
talk to us at Council, but 
we’re working on other 
projects to develop an even 
greater connection between 
the work we do and the peo-

ple we do it for, including 
an improved website and an 
online community portal to 
facilitate ongoing conversa-
tions and feedback.”

Mr Linnane said he was not 
surprised Council’s advo-
cacy role rated highly in 
the most important Council 
services or facilities, particu-
larly in light of issues around 
traffic and ongoing conver-
sations about the proposed 
Singleton bypass that domi-
nated community concerns.

 

“We know that advocating 
to other levels of govern-
ment for the infrastructure 
we need to address issues 
in Singleton, such as traffic 
congestion, is a major prior-
ity for people in our commu-
nity and they look to Council 
to be doing that,” he said.

 

“The Mayor of Singleton, Cr 
Sue Moore and I are work-
ing closely with the Member 
for Upper Hunter Michael 
Johnsen and actively meet-
ing with the right people 
in the State Government to 
ensure Singleton is at the 
forefront of their decision-
making, particularly leading 
into next year’s election.”
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By Peter FitzSimons

Sydney Morning Herald

27 July 2018 

Take it away, Newt Ging-
rich, former House speaker 
and one of President Donald 
Trump’s most trusted coun-
sellors, telling the Washing-
ton Post on Tuesday, just 
why Trump is, effectively, 
and sometimes ineffectively, 
such an enfant terrible in the 
Oval Office.

“A major problem for 
Trump,” Gingrich said, “is 
that he’s a golfer; he 
doesn’t play a team 
sport. The rest of the 
team has to know 
... what play you’re 
calling. In golf, it’s 
just between you 
and the ball. I think 
that’s a major weak-
ness ... The world is 
far too complicated 
for one person to 
control everything.”

I think he’s on to 
something.

Still, never let it be 
said that President 
Trump does not dis-
play the odd bit of 
generous spirit while 
playing golf. About 
a month ago, TFF’s 

dear friend and our man in 
Washington, Joe Hockey, 
was one of a Trump four-
some on the Trump National 
golf course in Virginia, only 
to see his own ball head off 
into Marlboro country. Tak-
ing a drop, he lines it up to 
catch up, when he suddenly 
sees Donald Trump atop 
yonder hill that lies between 
Joe and the green.

And here now is the leader 
of the United States, hold-
ing up his arms like rugby 
goal-posts, and calling down 

to the Australian Ambas-
sador: “Joe! Joe! Hit it right 
through here, and it will go 
near the hole! Right through 
here!”

Pause. Could he really do as 
asked, and hit a small white 
missile, flying at 300km/h, 
somewhere close to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s head?

Suddenly a voice, from the 
bushes, off to Joe’s right: 
“I wouldn’t do that if I was 
you, Sir.”

The Secret Service, sworn 
to protect the life of 
the President of the 
United States under 
all circumstances, 
has spoken. Very 
well, then. Joe takes 
out his wedge club, 
whatever that is, and 
hits it 50 metres high 
and to the right.

Trump waves his 
arms in mock frus-
tration that Joe 
hasn’t hit it within a 
bull’s roar of the pin, 
or his own head, but 
he is not the arbiter.

The Secret Service 
is, and so let them 
have the last word: 
“Fine shot, Sir.”

WhAt iF donAld truMP hAd leAned toWArdS 
teAM SPortS? DatesDiary

First Sunday of the Month
Broke Village Market

23 Aug - THE 
AUSTRALIAN BEE 
GEES SHOW at Cessnock 
Performing Arts Centre

1st Sept - ELVIS TRIBUTE 
Bulga 

1st Sept – WOLLOMBI 
WILD RIDE at Wollombi

9th September - BROKE 
VILLAGE FAIR

21st & 22nd Sept - 
WOLLOMBI MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 

30 September  
CATHERINE VALE JAzz 

6th Oct - OPERA IN THE 
VINEYARDS

7th Oct BULGA 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 
125TH ANNIVERSARY
13th Oct - FKA MUSIC 
FESTIVAL

24th Nov - JAzz IN THE 
VINEYARDS

8th Dec -  SHANIA 
TWAIN ‘NOW TOUR’ 
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FROM Sacred 
Spaces 
Singleton - a 
call to help our 
farmers
“As you know, we are 
in the midst of a pretty 
severe drought that 
is affecting our local 
Hunter Valley farmers 
as well as those across 
the State.

With this in mind, Sa-
cred Spaces Singleton 
is now organising a 
fundraising event with 
all proceeds going to 
“Buy A Bale”.

We are holding a 
“Roaming Concert” 
on Sunday, 21 Oc-
tober 2018 at the Sisters of 
Mercy Convent, Singleton. 
This event is a day of musi-
cal performances, primarily 
performed by school chil-
dren, but adults are welcome 
too. These performances will 
take place simultaneously 
throughout the Convent in 
various rooms and even the 
front garden. The idea is that 
members of the audience can 
roam around the Convent 
and hear a pianist in one 
room, a violinist in another, 
followed by a singer in a dif-
ferent room again and per-
haps even a band in the front 
garden.

As this is a fundraising 
event, there will be an ad-
mission fee for adults and 
food and drinks will be for 
sale throughout the day. Sin-
gleton Lions, Singleton Apex 
and Ascella Organic Wines 
have come on board provid-
ing food and wine with all 
money being donated to Buy 
A Bale.

Another way to raise money 
on the day is to have a raf-
fle that will be drawn at the 
end of the day. I am hoping 
that members of the Single-
ton Chamber of Commerce 
might be able to assist with 
the donation of a service or 

an item that can be included 
in the raffle.

Of course, each business that 
contributes will be acknowl-
edged.

If you can help, or you have 
an idea, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me on 0439 
013 541. Hopefully, together, 
we can ease our farmer’s 
pain a little.

Cynthia Mulholland

Events & Marketing Co-
ordinator”  

Singleton Evangelical Church is a genuine 
community of people from all cultures, ages and 
walks of life. Not just for Singleton residents, but 
for all those who want to hear God’s word and 
share the amazing impacts of His love. You are most 
welcome to come along to Sunday Church 9:30am 
at Singleton Public School, Elizabeth St, or even 
try one of our smaller groups or Youth Groups.

For more information 6573-4198 or www.singletonchurch.org

Paul Woods 

Licensed Plumber, 
Drainer, Gas�tter 

& 
Roofer

0404 488 462 

Putty Rd 
Milbrodale

Lic # 219717C , 
ABN 6579 8335 847

Paul Woods 

Licensed Plumber, 
Drainer, Gass�tter 

& 
Roofer

0404 488 462 

Putty Rd 
Milbrodale

Lic # 219717C , 
ABN 6579 8335 847
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The power station also uses 
gas from nearby wells cov-
ered by a petroleum assess-
ment lease that was sched-
uled to expire in October 
2013.

A spokeswoman for Santos 
said the company had sub-
mitted renewal applications 

Coal seam gas
From previous page for its tenements connected 

to the Wilga Park power sta-
tion before they expired and 
“therefore the titles remain 
effective under the legisla-
tion while the government 
considers and decides the 
renewal applications”.

The Greens MLC Jeremy 
Buckingham said the gov-
ernment was effectively 
allowing CSG companies 

to conduct 
“production 
by stealth” 
through its 
inaction on 
licence re-
newal appli-
cations.

“The coal 
seam gas 
companies 
are being 
allowed to 
manipulate 
the process 
and use loop-
holes to run 
production 
by stealth,” 
he said. 
“They’re 
effectively 
operating 
outside their 
licence con-
ditions in 
terms of their 
intent.”

Labor’s resources and ener-
gy spokesman, Adam Searle, 
said the lack of action on 
renewal applications, in 
some cases for years, created 
uncertainty for tenement 
holders and land owners.

“I think it’s fair to say the 
current government doesn’t 
want to determine these 
renewals before an election 
because some of them are 
in areas where this is likely 
to be an election issue,” he 
said.

Threatened species: nine 
mammals and mountain 
mistfrog could join extinc-
tion list

“Under a Labor government, 
there would be a systematic 
and thorough review of all 
these outstanding renewals 
and a determination made.”

George Woods, the NSW co-
ordinator for Lock the Gate, 
said the renewal process for 
extractive industries was “re-
ally in dire need of reform of 
NSW and it needs transpar-
ency”

The Guardian - Australian 
edition

SAVE THE DATE

Bulga 
Community 

Centre 
125th Anniversary 

Celebrations 

October 7th

  

Enquiries Phil Reid 
0438 865 064

Readers may remember the 
long - and successful cam-
paign run by the Broke, Bul-
ga Milbrodale and  Fordwich 
communities to exclude the 
region 
from 
coal 
seam gas 
explo-
ration.  
Vested 
inter-
est bias, 
govern-
ment 
failings 
and apa-
thy were 
bested 
by a well organised ground-
swell represented by com-
munity members, Country 
Women’s Associations, all 
sides of politics as well as 
the usual watch groups and 
thousands of individuals in 
and around the region.

And now (see article from 
The Guardian below) we 
see the value of unpolluted 
ground water and retention 
of valuable primary pro-
duction regions is still not 
enough to deter the get rich 
quick entities: 

 Licences needed for coal 
seam gas exploration in 
New South Wales have been 

effectively extended indefi-
nitely past their expiry date, 
due to a legal loophole.

Gas exploration – both con-

ventional and coal seam 
gas – in the state requires a 
petroleum exploration tene-
ment. Analysis of the NSW 
government’s tenements da-
tabase shows 14 titles listed 
under “current titles” that are 
past their expiry date.

Despite being past the expiry 
date – some by as much as 
six-and-a-half years – un-
der NSW law the tenements 
remain in force until the 
government deals with the 
renewal application.

If the government does not 
approve or deny a renewal 
application, a tenement can 
remain in effect without be-

ing subject to the safeguards 
and reporting requirements 
built into the renewal pro-
cess.

Most 
of these 
licences 
cover the 
region 
known 
for coal 
seam gas 
stretch-
ing from 
the Hunter 
Valley to 
the area 
around 
the Pilliga 
state forest 

that were not captured by the 
NSW government’s buyback 
of CSG exploration licences, 
and one licence covers an 
area off the coast of Sydney 
and Newcastle.

No new wells have been 
drilled while the explora-
tion permits have been past 
their expiry date. However, 
late last month Santos sub-
mitted an application to the 
NSW government to connect 
12 wells to its Wilga Park 
power station in Narrabri. 
The wells are covered by a 
licence that was scheduled to 
expire in August 2016.

Coal seam gas: NSW licences effectively 
extended indefinitely due to legal loophole

Continued next page
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ABC Rural
By Tom Nancarrow, Kath 

Sullivan

Updated 24 July 2018 

Australia’s international 
wine exports continue to 
surge, with the latest export 
figures hitting the highest 
growth in 15 years.

New data from Wine Aus-

tralia shows the overall value 
of exports rocketed 20 per 
cent in the 2017–18 year to 
reach $2.76 billion.

The volume of Australian 
exports also increased 10 
per cent to 852 million litres 
in the same timeframe, with 

China again making the larg-
est strides.

Federal Assistant Agricul-
ture Minister, Senator Anne 
Ruston, said Australia’s push 
to produce higher value 
drops was paying off.

“It takes us back to the hal-
cyon days of the 90s and ear-
ly 2000s when the wine in-
dustry could do no wrong,” 

Senator Ruston said.

“I think it is a recognition 
that at last the Australian 
wine industry has turned a 
corner, and they are focusing 
very much on the quality of 
our product.”

“We were selling wine too 
cheaply in Australia recently, 
and it certainly did not re-
flect the cost of production.”

President of the Coonawarra 
Vignerons Association, Peter 
Balnaves, said the consumer 
preference for premium wine 
had restored confidence in 
the local industry, with more 
growers now choosing to re-
plant more grapes.

“Certainly the focus on pre-
mium products and the de-
mand for premium fruit and 
wine has been very strong.”

With around 21.8 million 
glasses of Australian wine 

AuSSie Wine SetS SightS on uS MArket reSurgence AS gloBAl exPort groWth continueS

Continued next page

consumed overseas each 
day, the majority of success 
continues to be driven by the 
Chinese wine boom.

CEO of Wine Australia, 
Andreas Clark, said despite 
selling over $1 billion worth 
of wine to China in the 
2017–18 year, the industry 

could not relax.

“It is a great story, but like 
all these things, past success 
does not guarantee anything 
into the future,” he said.

While the latest export data 
is a strong showing 
for the Aussie indus-
try, one of the coun-
try’s largest markets 
has continued to go 
through a period of 
decline.

According to the 
data, both the value 
and volume of wine 
exports to the United 
States fell by 8 per 
cent and 11 per cent 
respectively.

CEO of Wine Aus-
tralia, Andreas Clark, 
said the industry 

needed to adjust to a grow-
ing trend of premiumisation.

“Clearly, the US is the major 
challenge for us,” he said.

“The big volume commer-
cial market priced below 
$8US per bottle is in decline, 
and that is where a lot of our 
exports go.”

According to Wine Aus-
tralia, the body is ramping 
up marketing and tourism 
campaigns in North America 
as part of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s recent $50 million 
export and regional wine 

AuSSie Wine iS BooMing in chinA

Export figures show strong growth 
in the volume and value of Australian 
wine exports, with the lucrative 
Chinese market growing more than 40 
per cent over 2017.

support package.

Mr Clark said the decline in 
the USA was less about the 
industry push into China, 
and more about dealing with 
economic “headwinds” such 
as a high exchange rate and 
the global financial crisis.

“A number of exporters did 

leave the market, and at that 
time, China was rising and 
they have taken advantage of 
the opportunities that present 
themselves,” Mr Clark said.

“It takes us back to the halcyon days of the 90s 
and early 2000s when the wine industry could do 

no wrong,”
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Another Funding BooSt to helP locAl 
BuSineSSCessnock City Council has 

been allocated $15,000 
towards a $30,000 Business 
Capability Study under the 
Australian Government’s 
Building Better Regions 
Fund (BBRF) Community 
Investment Stream.

This funding boost was the 
result of a successful ap-
plication to the BBRF and 
Council will now be able 
to expand the program to 
ensure more businesses are 
engaged.

The Business Capability 
Study will determine how 
many businesses operate 
within our region, their size, 

employment capacity, export 
and import status, ICT take 
up, and also identify oppor-
tunities and barriers to doing 
business or driving invest-
ment within the region.

The data provided in the 
Study will be extensive and 
will enable the economic 
development team to con-
tact businesses with ongoing 
opportunities and industry 
capacity building under the 
Advance Cessnock City 
partnership. Council will 
be able to use this data to 
develop targeted business 
programs in the attraction 

of major capital investment 
and also to inform strategic 
projects.

The Business Capability 
Study will nicely comple-
ment the $30,000 Skills Au-
dit and Business Jobs Portal 
which is currently being 
implemented. This was also 
made possible with success-
ful funding under the BBRF 
Community Investment 
Stream in 2017.

Cessnock City Mayor, 
Councillor Bob Pynsent 
welcomed the funding an-
nouncement and is looking 
forward to seeing the results 

An extraordinary meeting of 
Singleton Council was held 
August 6th where council-
lors formally consented to 
the closure of Wallaby Scrub 
Road.

The Department of Indus-
tries – Lands & Forestry has 
given approval in principle 
for the road closure, follow-
ing a resolution of Council 
on 28 August 2017 to make 
the application affecting 

5.99km of Wallaby Scrub 
Road from the intersection 
of Putty Road.

The approval is conditional 
that assets owned by Ausgrid 
within the area of the road 
are removed prior to closure, 
and that the land in the for-
mer road corridor is sold to 
the adjoining landholders.

The process to close the road 
followed State Government 
approval for the expansion 
of the Warkworth mine. The 
adjoining landholders are 
Warkworth Mining Limited 
and Miller Pohang Coal 

Company Pty Ltd.

 Anthony Egan, Council’s 
Director Corporate & Com-
munity, said the extraordi-
nary meeting was called to 
ensure the next stage of the 
process could be completed 
and allow time for the NSW 
Land Registry Services to 
register the survey plans and 
issue property plans to allow 
the sale to proceed.

“In order to progress with 
the closure and sale of the 
road corridor, Council was 
required to consent to the 
closure of Wallaby Scrub 
Road under section 37 of 
the Roads Act 1993 (as in 
force at the time the applica-
tion to close the road was 
submitted). The Act states a 
council-owned road may not 
be closed unless the council 
consents to the closure of the 
road,” he said.

“A recommendation put to 
tonight’s extraordinary meet-
ing was to consent to the clo-
sure in keeping with Coun-

cil’s previous resolution to 
apply to close Wallaby Scrub 
Road.

“However, the sale of the 
land would need to be nego-
tiated prior to the road being 
closed.”

Mr Egan said negotiations 
were ongoing between 
Council and the mining 
company.

 “Any proceeds from the sale 
of the road corridor must 
be invested in the road 
network in the Single-
ton LGA in accordance 
with Section 43(4) of 
theRoads Act, 1993,” he 
said.

Editor’ note: In Sep-
tember 2017 council 
agreed to the closure 

after several meetings prior, 
supporting the integrity 
of keeping the road open.  
After a surprise turnaround 
by council, the road was 
released for mining use 
with only Councillors Tony 
McNamara and Val Scott in 
opposition.

Cr McNamara was scath-
ing in his assessment of the 
“bad” decision.

He said it will go down in 
history as one of the most 
controversial and divisive 
made by Council.

Extraordinary meeting formalises Council 
consent for closure of Wallaby Scrub Road

Continued next page



18 19
Linking the Communities of Broke Fordwich Bulga & Milbrodale Linking the Communities of Broke Fordwich Bulga & Milbrodale 

August 2018 August 2018

September 3rd 

October 8th 

November 5th 

@ 6:30 Bulga Community 
Centre 

All welcome 

Contact 

Phil Reid 0438 865 064

Bring a plate to share 

A great night out 
Bingo 

BulgA coMMunity 
centre hoStS 

triBute to elviS 
And 

FAMily Fun night 
With Scott crAWFord

1St SePteMBer
Adults $20 

Family ticket $45 
Doors open 7:15pm

BYO Basket Supper and 
Refreshments

Pre-purchase tickets only- 
Bulga Bridge Cafe  

or 
Phil Reid 0438 865 064 

Everyone welcome!

of the study.

“For successful economic 
development to occur, it is 
absolutely critical that there 
is a comprehensive under-
standing of industry and 
businesses, along with their 
capacity and needs, which 
this study will provide,” said 
Cr Pynsent.

“By taking a strategic leader-
ship role, we will be able to 
facilitate outcomes that will 
stimulate enterprise, invest-
ment, job creation, resilience 
and an environment con-
ducive to business. It is a 
credit to the economic de-
velopment 
team who 
continue 

to excel in these initiatives.” 
added Cr Pynsent.

The project is expected to 
kick off in October 2018 and 
be completed by June 2019.

Funding BooSt to helP locAl BuSineSSFrom previous page

9th SePteMBer
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The switch to a digital devel-
opment application process 
and the popular #singleton-
stories Facebook campaign 
highlighting the heroes in 
our community has seen 
Singleton Council scoop the 
pool at the 2018 Local Gov-
ernment Week Awards in 
Sydney recently.

Singleton Council made it 
a clean sweep in both cat-
egories it entered, taking 
out the Council for Plan-
ning Cultural Change for 
“Going Paperless While 
Drowning in Paper” and 
the RH Dougherty Award 
for Excellence in Com-
munication for #single-
tonstories, a weekly pro-
file of the amazing people 
in our community posted 
to Council’s Facebook 
page each Sunday.

The judges noted the in-
troduction of the IT process 
and removal of paper files as 
part of the digital develop-
ment application lodgement 
resulted in “a more collabo-
rative team environment” 
and better customer service.

 #singletonstories was de-
scribed as “quirky and amaz-
ing”, with judges saying 
“these stories build the fabric 
of a community and will 
keep it alive in the future”.

Mayor of Singleton, Cr Sue 
Moore, said it was due rec-
ognition for the great ideas 
and hard work happening in 
Council that was now prov-
en to be industry-leading.

“But most importantly, the 
two projects highlighted 

at last night’s presentation 
are delivering fantastic out-
comes for the people in our 
community,” she said.

“The digital development 
application process puts us at 
the top of the industry stand-
ard where people expect to 
be able to submit their plans 
in an electronic format. In 
addition, the digital process 
allows staff to speed up pro-

cessing times.

“And most of us look for-
ward to who the next #sin-
gletonstories profile will 
be each week on Council’s 
Facebook page as demon-
strated by the number of 
comments, likes and reach 

for every post. This award 
really reflects the whole 
of our community be-
cause we are all stars in 
it.”

General Manager Jason 
Linnane said the acco-
lades were merely icing 
on the cake.

“We might be a small 
council, but there’s enor-
mous innovation and hard 
work happening right 
across our organisation 
every day to best deliver 
the important services our 
community desire and 

deserve,” he said.

“I’m thrilled we brought 
home a couple of very pres-
tigious trophies for the peo-
ple of Singleton, but most of 
all I’m really proud that all 
the staff of Singleton Coun-
cil have been recognised as 
being among the best in the 
State at what we do.”

Singleton BASkS in SucceSS At thiS yeAr’S 
locAl governMent Week AWArdS

General Manager Jason 
Linnane said the accolades were 

merely icing on the cake.

THE WEDGE-TAILED EAGLE

The largest raptor in Australia.  This  eagle has a wingspan of 2.5 m and has a long, 
wedge-shaped tail. It is smokey black with brown on the wings. They form permanent 
pairs and live in the same home range all year, patrolling  the treetops at dawn and 
dusk .They do aerobatic displays prior to breeding, diving and looping together, and 
use the same nest each year. They hunt from an exposed perch or soar and circle on 
thermals looking for prey. Groups gather around carrion taking it in turns to feed. They 
breed from April to September and lay 1-3 eggs in a platform nest to 2.5m wide, built   
in a tree fork or on a cliff.  The female incubates the eggs for about  45 days while the 
male brings food.  The young fledge in 70-90 days. Only one chick usually survives. 
Calls are screeches and whistles.

Their diet consists of small mammals, birds, reptiles and carrion, they live in forests and 
woodlands.

We used to have a local breeding pair in the Wollemi National Park behind us but 
haven’t seen them for a couple of years now.

Wildlife are struggling  in this horrid drought, for your sake and theirs, please take care 
on the roads as they are coming to the roadside to graze.  Hopefully spring will bring 
us the much needed rain. 

  Elizabeth
Joeys Retreat

our WildliFe
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coMMunity grouPS And orgAniSAtionS
Broke Bulga Landcare 

Group Inc.
C/o President, Wendy Lawson 
PO Box 120, Broke NSW 2330

Broke Fair Committee
Secretary, Maxine Alexander 
alexandermaxine6@gmail.com
Broke Fordwich Wine & Tourism 
Assoc. 
Secretary, Mike Wilson
secretary@brokefordwich.com.au

Broke Bush Fire Brigade
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 
2330

Broke Community Hall
Kathleen Everett (02) 6579 1470
Broke Public School
Principal/P&C Association, 
Cochrane Street, Broke NSW 2330

Bulga Milbrodale Progress 
Association

President - John Krey            
6574 5376
PO Box 1032,  Singleton 2330
bmpa.contact@bigpond.com

trAdeS    ServiceS  directory
CARRIER - General

John Lamb 
6574 5205
Mob 0427 695 468
CATTERY

Jan Pennell 
6579 1450
CLEANERS

Professional Hunter 
Valley Cleaning Group
Hospitality and private cleaning
0439 841 487
huntervalleycg@gmail.com
COMPUTERS & 
COMMUNICATION

Bruce Cowan 
6579 1130
DIGITAL PRINT & DESIGN 

BINK Creative 
4990 3230   

GOURMET FOODS

Marian Waite 
6579 1063
Mob 0409 791 063
marian@riverflatsestate.com.au
MEChANICAL & AUTOMOTIvE 
SERvICES

Beyond Broke 
Mechanical & Automotive 
Services
Jason McCraw
Licensed Motor Vehicle Repairer
0414 264 515
jmccraw@harboursat.com.au
beyondbrokemechenical.com.au
PIANO LESSONS

Jan Pennell 
6579 1450

PLUMbING

Paul Woods 
Licensed Plumber, 
Drainer, Gasfitter  & Roofer
Putty Rd Milbrodale
0404 488 462 
POOL & YARD MAINTAINANCE

Anthony Smolenaers
65791228 or 0400 367025
vINEYARD SERvICES

Bright Vine Services
Vineyard consulting
0410625540
jennybright@bigpond.com
www.brightvineservices.com.au
WINE MAKING

Michael McManus 
6579 1400
Mob 0403 014 787

Bulga Rural Fire Brigade
Captain: Adrian Gallagher 6574 5100. 
Permit officers: 
A Gallagher 6574 5100 and B Ander-
son 0417 403 153

Bulga Community Centre Inc.
President/bookings Claudette Richards         
65745 495
Secretary Belinda Passlow 0427 305 
519
Treasurer Phil Reid 0438 865 064

NSW Rural Fire Service Hunter 
Valley District

2161 Putty Road Bulga 2330
Phone 6575 1200, Fax 6575 1299
email huntervalley.team@rfs.nsw.gov.
au
Manager: Superintendent Ashley Frank.

Justice of the Peace
Tom and Sue Jackson 6574 5266
Graeme O’Brien 6574 5185
John Darr, Broke 0437 173 277
Joan McNamara 6579 1057
Graham Farish 0414842327

Milbrodale Public School
Principal/P&C Association 
Putty Road, Milbrodale NSW 2330
National Parks and Wildlife Service- 
Upper Hunter Area Bulga and Scone
Peta Norris, Putty Road, Bulga
NSW 2330  6574 5555

Palliative Care Volunteers for 
Singleton & Cessnock

Kath Watkinson (02) 65722121

PID Admin  
Saywells 
12 Vincent St CESSNOCK 
office@saywells.com

Private Irrigation (PID)
admin@bfpid.com.au
Water On/Off 1300 767 118

St Andrews Anglican Church 
Broke

Parish Secretary at 6571 1414

St Marks Anglican Church
C/o Marie Mitchell
Inlet Road, Bulga NSW 2330

The Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church Broke

Paul O’Toole
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 
2330

Wildlife Rescue, Rehabilita-
tion and Release

www.wildlifeaid.org.au 0429 850 089


