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The growth of micro vineyards

GREENWAY Wines

18 months and growing - another New cellar door in Broke Fordwich

Our magazine - named after Cockfighter
Creek - So named in 1820 by John Howe and
B. Singleton because one of their horses called
Cockfighter was bogged here on their return
trip fromWallis Plains (Maitland) to Patrick
Plains (Singleton)
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From the Editor

WHERE‘S THE AUSSIE NRG REVOLUTION?
Although often accused of
spearheading a Communistinspired takeover of Canberra,
I have to officially deny that I
began duties as Bulga’s Consul for the People’s Republic
of China on May 1 this year
(although I do receive that
regime’s excellent little info
sheet CHINA DAILY (CD)
every month, shrouded in
the unlikely wrappings of
the SYDNEY MORNING
HERALD whose masters
understandably disclaim any
editorial connection with their
advertiser). The CD is a fascinating source of snippets to
do with the considerable industrial, social and artistic activities of one and a half billion
people, and I am unashamedly
ashamed to admit that our media here in God Zone Country
seem to fall a wee bit short of
matching the national pride
and drive at the core of this
Beijing publication’s message.
Sure, I hear you bleat—isn’t
CHINA DAILY just another
little section of asphalt, if
you like, in that astonishing highway of influence the
PRC is laying throughout our
planet with its skilled scientists, engineers and tradespersons, and which they trumpet
as the BRI (Belt and Roads
Initiative)? Well, I’d accept
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that—just as much as I’d argue
that the interests of Bulga in
particular and the Hunter in
general could do with a certain
amount of the focus on people
(and their wellbeing) which
characterises the pages of my
favourite Oriental gazette. And
those who condemn authoritarian rule and the absence of
so-called democratic elections
overseas might raise a snigger
from the ranks of Bulgarians
who so mournfully remember
the appalling conduct in the
mid 2010’s of NSW politicians; yes, the same democratically elected representatives
who bowed to the pressure of
Big Business and legislated to
throw out two major judicial
victories we, the people won
against mining expansion in
our village.

from my reading of the CD
details (and with apologies to
their journalists) is more like a
Great Leap Forward.

And to think I started this
editorial, not to launch the
campaign to introduce the Red
Flag to school assemblies, but
to ask how far are we going
with the inevitable replacement of those expanded mines
with renewable energy. One
of those high points in China’s
apparent leadership in the
energy revolution, apart from
the increase in production of
electric vehicles, is a major
step by the country’s biggest
oil refinery—a step which

All this not only shows how
serious the PRC is about reducing emissions—but throws
into glaring relief how shoddy,
some might say grimy, are the
efforts of our masters in Canberra with their foot-dragging
reluctance to embrace a cleaner,
healthier future. Put it this way:
get out of the gutter with coal—
and get with gutter oil.

The refinery intends to build on
results from an initial foray into
biofuels to increase research
and production. Two years ago,
company scientists energised
vehicles in Shanghai with
B5—a mix of recycled cooking oil and diesel-and in two
year’s time bioethanol fuel is
expected to be used nationwide.
CD points to no shortage of
cooking oil—known throughout the country as ‘gutter oil’.
Its use has an emphatic effect
on carbon emission. And the
Shanghai project provided millions of litres of B5 for 130,000
vehicles. It has also been tested
with aircraft.

(Tom Jackson)
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Micro Vineyard Greenway - a passion with
purpose
tive experience.
ingle-source wines are

S

meshing into the trend
for sustainable living. Hipster culture, slow foodists,
low travel food, transparency in production as well
as speciality products, close
customer contact, experience-tourism are all supplied by the growing number of micro vineyards.

Typically vineyards of only a
hectare or two are starting to
find ways to maintain viability
and a lot is due to the growing
popularity of ‘boutique’ products.
Visiting a small vineyard cellar door is not just a source
of handcrafted wine but often
an entertaining and informa-

Common among micro vineyard owners is their passion.
Without this passion the system wouldn’t work. The challenges for small vineyards is
the running cost and the economy of scale factor. To bottle and label a bottle of wine
could cost around $8 for small
runs and could be reduced to
around $4 for bigger runs.
Add to this the cost of pest
control, pruning (which can
only be done by hand), cultivation, general maintenance,
picking, transport and marketing means that as much of this
process that can be done by the
owner ensures that the product
stays within a price range that
works for the customer.

Cosy yet professional atmosphere reflects the quality wine on offer in this
stylish cellar

The actual process of winemaking is often left to a contracted expert but most vineyard owners are
closely involved
in the development of the
wine, planning
the outcomes of
each vineyard
year with their
viticulturist so
that the nurturing of the vines
and their viticulture is integral
with the anticipated wine style
outcomes and

Situated in a wide valley enclosed by Nation Parks and State Forests, the Broke Fordwich wine region
provides perfect scenery
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Cont next page
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Greenway ......

then advising and consulting
with the winemaker as to how
they want the wine to present
from - sometimes bouquet, front
palate to its finish. Each year the
wine vintage elegantly tells the
story of its journey and reflects
its craftsmen-ship.
So it is a knife-edge existence
for the small wine producer
with a lot of their own time,
emotion, money and resources
invested in the process. With
that amount of investment the
owner will tentatively watch
every stage to ensure the best
product appears at the end of
the line.
And it is this passion that enlivens the customer’s visit to the
cellar door when the owner will
enthusiastically help with the
tasting and answer questions.
Greenway wines is no exception to this model. Situated
in the Broke Fordwich wine
region, the charmingly re-purposed barn is the typical small
vineyard cellar door.

Special events for members are popular at Greenway

Architect Anne Greenway and
Infrastructure Advisor husband
John live in Sydney and have
spent several years re-designing
an existing vineyard to better
reflect their taste in wines by
re-planting and grafting to produce a vineyard that now grows
Fiano, Gewürztraminer, Merlot,
Shiraz and Pinot Grigio.
The cellar door was opened 18
months ago and has been gradually building a solid customer
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For a small vineyard, Greenway has a good selection of styles

Cont next page
JULY 2018

Greenway ......

base of regulars and drop-ins.
Anne is the main driving force
at Greenway with an enthusiasm that is hard not to catch.
She has worked on the quality and range of her wines to
ensure a unique array is available for both the serious and
casual wine fan. Equally she
has developed the look and
feel in the cellar door as well
as the on-line and visual style
to generate a cosy welcoming
yet professional result.
She is a self-confessed perfectionist, making sure all of
the elements of the customer’s
experience is correctly in
place. And typically her perfectionism doesn’t allow her to
rest on her laurels - so much so
that she has engaged a business mentor to help find small
areas of the business that need
tweeking.

The charmingly re-purposed barn is the typical small vineyard cellar door.

A visit to Greenway Wines
will not disappoint.

For more information:
0418 164 382
anne@greenwaywines.com.au
greenwaywines.com.au
350 Wollombi Rd,
Broke
NSW 2330
Anne Greenway: “I love the area and even though we might be regarded as ‘Pitt
Street Farmers’ we get on well with the locals and they appreciate the business we
bring to the local community”
JULY 2018
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BULGA
COAL

Environment and
Community Contacts
Ralph Northey - Bulga Coal
Environment and Community Manager
T: 6570 2539 M: 0418 439 874
ralph.northey@glencore.com.au

Community complaints line
24 hours a day, 7 days a week
1800 332 693
You can also view our approvals, management plans
and environmental monitoring data on the website.
Go to www.bulgacoal.com.au and click on
the Publications tab on the menu.

A great night out

Bingo

1st Monday of the month
6:30 Bulga Community Hall
Bring a plate to share
Enquiries Phil Reid 0438 865 064

The Willows Restaurant & Broke Village Store
The focal point of the Broke community and surrounding area
Groceries, Newsagent, Coffee Shop, Dine-In Restaurant, Delicatessen, Post Office, Bottle
Shop, Petrol Station & Tourist Information. Also stocks an exclusive range of Broke
Fordwich Wines.

Enjoy a meal at
The Willows Restaurant
ALL DAY MENU
BEER ON TAP
Dine in or al fresco
6

4 Wollombi St,
Broke
NSW 2330
Ph: 02 6579 1056

Open: 7 days:
Sunday to Wednesday
till 8 p.m.
Thursday to Saturday
till late.
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FREE ONE DAY GARDEN BLITZ –

landscape design and labour for a day

D

oes your community
group need some help
with a garden project?
Are you in the Cessnock,
Maitland or Singleton council
areas?
Your Garden Organics Garden
Blitz 2018 could be the answer!
Community groups, schools
and preschools are invited to
apply for a

area, landscaping around a
new structure or just revitalise
a neglected area. Complete the
application form and you’re
in the running! One site will
be selected from each council
area.
Applications close 20th July
2018 and the successful candidates will be announced 10th
August 2018 – so start now
and get in quick!
How to Apply

FREE ONE DAY GARDEN
It’s easy. Complete the online
BLITZ – compliments of Your application form (surveymonGarden Organics
key.com/r/Gardenblitz2018 )
telling us why your garden
It’s easy! Briefly tell Garden
needs our help. Be sure to
Organics about your project,
include 3-5 photos of your
be it vegie garden, bush tucker
proposed site from different
or native garden to support
angles and any drawings or
local fauna, outdoor meeting
plans you may have (short
JULY 2018

video applications will also be
accepted) .
Alternately, you can download
the form and email your application to yourorganicsbin@
solo.com.au or lodge it in
person at Cessnock, Maitland
or Singleton Council clearly
labelled Garden Organics Garden Blitz.
How Does it Work?
The Garden Organics team
will come to your site and
supply the landscape design,
labour for a day, plants and
ANL’s premium organic soil
conditioner, compost and
mulch made from the garden
organics collected through
Your Garden Organics kerbside collections.
Continued next page
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The ANL products used are
processed for a minimum 6
months so there’s no worry
about weeds, seeds or chemicals. Developed for use by
home gardeners and farmers,
they’re just the thing to enrich
sandy or clay soils that turns
garden ‘waste’ to garden goodness and provides an awesome
growing medium. Together
we’re completing the cycle
from your garden organics bin
to garden bed. That’s a good
news story for everyone!

More Information
complete your project, what
difference it will make to your
setting and how it will be used. The Garden Organics Garden
Blitz program is designed to
promote the community beneLong term viability – Outline
fits of the introduction of Your
how the project will be mainGarden Organics service by
tained into the future.
Cessnock, Maitland and SinAchievable Outcomes – We
gleton Councils.
all have big dreams – keep it
Three (3) projects will be short
simple – we only have 1 day!
listed from each LGA from
Promotion – The successful
the applications received for a
applicants will be highlighted
follow up site visit to discuss
in a video for use in council
your project in more detail bepromotions.
fore making final selections.

Selection Criteria;

We’ll even bring the local
Mayor in for a launch event.

Located in the Cessnock,
Maitland or Singleton Council
areas
Benefit to the community –
Tell us why you need help to
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Availability and Access – The
Garden Blitz will be delivered
between September and November 2018.

There will be one (1) project
delivered in each council area
(Cessnock, Maitland, Singleton)
Continued next page
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Our landscape designer will
work with each successful applicant to design your garden.
The Garden Blitz team will
then come to your site and provide the labour of 2 people for
a day, soil and plants, garden
bed construction, seating and
simple paving up to the value
of $4000 per site. (The project
will not include the construction of buildings such as sheds,
gazebos pergolas or decks).
You could also provide volunteer labour to help on the day.
Keep your application simple
and your project achievable –

JULY 2018

(it must be completed in an 8
hour day)!
Be sure to provide 3-5 photos
of your site from different angles. You may like to send us
a short video to support your
application.

Organics Garden Blitz signage
will be conducted at your site
(funded by the project)
Applications close 20th July
2018 and the successful candidates will be announced 10th
August 2018.

Sites must be accessible and
completed between September
– November 2018.

If you have any questions
about the project or your application please call Leanne
Before and after photos and a
Sanderson – Garden Organics
short video will be produced
for promotional use by council. Education Officer on 0432 903
731 or send an email to youTo top it off a media launch,
rorganicsbin@solo.com.au
attended by the local mayor
for unveiling of the Garden
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Paul Woods

Licensed Plumber,
Drainer, Gasfitter
&
Roofer

0404 488 462

The Cockfighter Editorial:
Tom Jackson phone: 6574 5266
Eden Anthony 65791259
jeraharvest@icloud.com

COMMUNITY GROUPS AND
ORGANISATIONS

Broke Bulga Landcare Group Inc.
C/o President, Wendy Lawson
PO Box 120, Broke NSW 2330
Broke Fair Committee
Secretary, Maxine Alexander
alexandermaxine6@gmail.com

Broke Fordwich Wine & Tourism Assoc.
Secretary, Mike Wilson
secretary@brokefordwich.com.au
Broke Bush Fire Brigade
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 2330
Broke Community Hall
Kathleen Everett (02) 6579 1470
Broke Public School
Principal/P&C Association,
Cochrane Street, Broke NSW 2330
Bulga Milbrodale Progress Association
President - John Krey
		
6574 5376
PO Box 1032, Singleton 2330
bmpa.contact@bigpond.com
Bulga Rural Fire Brigade
Captain: Adrian Gallagher 6574 5100. Permit officers:
A Gallagher 6574 5100 and B Anderson 0417 403 153

Putty Rd
Milbrodale
Lic ## 219717C
219717C ,,
Lic
ABN 6579
6579 8335
8335 847
847
ABN

Bulga Community Centre Inc.
President/bookings Claudette Richards
Secretary Belinda Passlow 0427 305 519
Treasurer Phil Reid 0438 865 064

65745 495

NSW Rural Fire Service Hunter Valley District
2161 Putty Road Bulga 2330
Phone 6575 1200, Fax 6575 1299
email huntervalley.team@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Manager: Superintendent Ashley Frank.
Justice of the Peace
Tom and Sue Jackson 6574 5266
Graeme O’Brien 6574 5185
John Darr, Broke 0437 173 277
Joan McNamara 6579 1057
Graham Farish 0414842327
Milbrodale Public School
Principal/P&C Association
Putty Road, Milbrodale NSW 2330
National Parks and Wildlife Service- Upper Hunter
Area Bulga and Scone
Peta Norris, Putty Road, Bulga
NSW 2330 6574 5555
Palliative Care Volunteers
for Singleton & Cessnock
Kath Watkinson (02) 65722121
PID Admin
Saywells
12 Vincent St CESSNOCK
office@saywells.com
PID - Private Irrigation
admin@bfpid.com.au
Water On/Off 1300 767 118
St Andrews Anglican Church Broke
Parish Secretary at 6571 1414
St Marks Anglican Church
C/o Marie Mitchell
Inlet Road, Bulga NSW 2330
The Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church Broke
Paul O’Toole
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 2330
Wildlife Rescue, Rehabilitation and Release
www.wildlifeaid.org.au 0429 850 089

The Cockfighter is a not-for-profit community
service publication run by volunteers
Editor: Tom Jackson
Secretary: Sarah Purser
Production: Eden Anthony
Accounts: Ken McCraw
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July 2018
June Rainfall 30.5 mm
Since January 190 mm

Diary

Dates

First Sunday of the Month
Community Markets Broke Village
23 Aug - THE AUSTRALIAN
BEE GEES SHOW at
Cessnock Performing Arts
Centre
1st Sept – WOLLOMBI
WILD RIDE at Wollombi

Bulga Community
Centre hosts

Tribute to Elvis
and
Family Fun Night
with Scott Crawford
Adults $20
Family ticket $45
Doors open 7:15pm
BYO Basket Supper and

9th September - BROKE
VILLAGE FAIR
21st & 22nd Sept WOLLOMBI MUSIC
FESTIVAL
6th Oct - OPERA IN THE
VINEYARDS
13th Oct - FKA MUSIC
FESTIVAL
24th Nov - JAZZ IN THE
VINEYARDS
8th Dec - SHANIA TWAIN
‘NOW TOUR’

Refreshments
Pre-purchase tickets onlyBulga Bridge Cafe
or
Phil Reid 0438 865 064
Everyone welcome!
JULY 2018

Advertising Rates

Linking the Communities of Broke Fordwich Bulga & Milbrodale

Business Card
Quarter page
Half page
Full Page

90 mm x 50 mm
90 mm x 135 mm
185 mm x 135 mm
185 mm x 270 mm

$2
$5
$10
$15

The Cockfighter Editorial:
Tom Jackson phone: 6574 5266
Eden Anthony 0407 068 682
jeraharvest@icloud.com
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Singleton Evangelical Church is a genuine
community of people from all cultures, ages and

walks of life. Not just for Singleton residents, but
for all those who want to hear God’s word and

share the amazing impacts of His love. You are most
welcome to come along to Sunday Church 9:30am
at Singleton Public School, Elizabeth St, or even
try one of our smaller groups or Youth Groups.

For more information 6573-4198 or www.singletonchurch.org
12
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OUR WILDLIFE

GREATER GLIDER. (Petauroides volans)
Largest gliding marsupial, size of a cat.

The Greater Glider’s large size, big fuzzy ears and long woolly coat are distinctive. About half
of its 1 m total length consists of a fluffy, partly prehensile tail. Its colour ranges from black
through brownish grey to nearly white. Eye-shine is a brilliant white-yellow. The greater Glider is capable of breathtaking
glides between trees. Unlike
other gliders, the gliding
membrane extends only to
the elbow, not to the wrist,
and it tucks its forepaws
under its chin as it glides.
Greater Gliders are silent,
mainly solitary and strictly
nocturnal. They spend the
day in cavities high in the
tall trees of most kind of
wooded areas, although they
avoid rainforest. They are
strict vegetarians and only
eat eucalyptus leaves and
buds. They have a single
young that stays in pouch
until around 4 months old
then rides on the mothers
back until independent at 9
months.
Elizabeth
Joys Retreat

&

Want to list your services?
Just $10 per year
65791259 mail@hunterstay.com.au

Trades Services Directory
GOURMET FOODS
Marian Waite
6579 1063
Mob 0409 791 063
marian@riverflatsestate.com.au

CARRIER - General
John Lamb
6574 5205
Mob 0427 695 468
CATTERY
Jan Pennell
6579 1450
Cleaners - Professional
Hunter Valley Cleaning Group
Hospitality and Private Cleaning
0439-841-487
huntervalleycg@gmail.com
COMPUTERS & COMMUNICATIONBruce Cowan
6579 1130
DIGITAL PRINT & DESIGN
BINK Creative
4990 3230
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Mechanical & Automotive
Services
Beyond Broke
Mechanical & Automotive
Services
Jason McCraw
Licensed Motor Vehicle Repairer
0414 264 515
jmccraw@harboursat.com.au
beyondbrokemechenical.com.au
NATURAL THERAPIES
Gale Matley
6579 1401

PIANO LESSONS
Jan Pennell
6579 1450
Plumbing
Paul Woods
Licensed Plumber,
Drainer, Gasfitter & Roofer
Putty Rd Milbrodale
0404 488 462
Putty Rd
Milbrodale
POOL & YARD MAINTAINANCE
Anthony Smolenaers
65791228 or 0400 367025

REAL ESTATE
Taylor Real Estate Hunter Valley
1300 803 300
0408 688 836
Catherine@taylorrealestate.com.au
www.taylorrealestate.com.au
2/72A Maitland Street
Branxton NSW 2335
PO Box 3 Broke NSW 2330
Vineyard Services
Bright Vine Services
Vineyard consulting
0410625540
jennybright@bigpond.com
www.brightvineservices.com.au
563 Wollombi Rd, Broke NSW 2330
WINE MAKING
Michael McManus
6579 1400
Mob 0403 014 787
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