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New riding school - a haven for
start-up riders
Wollemi Hills Horse Riding School situated right in the heart of the Wollemi National Park
and close to the vineyards

Our magazine - named after Cockfighter
Creek - So named in 1820 by John Howe and
B. Singleton because one of their horses called
Cockfighter was bogged here on their return
trip fromWallis Plains (Maitland) to Patrick
Plains (Singleton)
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From the Editor

FOR GOOD SPORTSYOUNG AND NOT SO
YOUNG
A pleasant change from our abnormal
monthly rants about mercenary miners and
polluting politicians—this issue hopes to
bring to you the delights of trained horse
handling for the youth of our sub-region,
and the amazing allure of that great old
staple of series like ‘Midsommer Murders’,
the gentle game of croquet. I’ll let news of
the new riding school in Bulga’s Inlet Road
speak for itself, as do the wonderful kids
in our pictures in this issue but as Publicity
Officer for the Branxton Croquet Club, I
have to go back to the source of information for this fascinating pastime, a source
which is actually older than I am (something wrong there).
Arthur Mee’s CHILDREN’S ENCYCLOPAEDIA covered hundreds of games in
its, well, encyclopaedic way, leading me to
plagiarise that tag abut the ‘gentle game’.
Here’s what they told us about this perfect
activity for the not-so-active (and the sporting assassins among us) in my own volume
7 of the CE dating from the 1940’s:

To the Editor.....
Hello Tom
I want to bring to your attention the
wonderful hospitality we experienced last
Wednesday at Broke. We were returning home to Victoria from Coffs Harbour,
had been driving from early morning and
presumed it would be easy to find accommodation in Singleton. Not so, and the
woman at one of the motels suggested we
head towards Broke, where we would find
lots of B and B’s along the way. There
were plenty of B and B’s , but no one there.

‘Croquet, that rather sedate game usually
associated with the green lawns and garden
parties of a leisurely age that has passed,
has lost much of its popularity for more
exhilarating pastimes. Lawn tennis, for
example, has left it far behind but for all
that is deep in its debt.’
In 1869, the All-England Croquet Club
made Wimbledon its headquarters. Six
years later, the Club set aside a few acres of
their ground for lawn tennis, which was just
struggling into favour. In 1877, the name
was changed to the All-England Croquet
and Lawn Tennis Club, and instituted the
Lawn Tennis Championships. Such was the
start of Wimbledon, magnet for the lawn
tennis talent of the whole world.
So there you go—we geriatrics have the
historical (not hysterical) jump on the tennis world, no matter how or where you hit
the ball. That CE text indicates that croquet
will celebrate its 150th birthright next
year—I hope to be in the UK for it.
We’re featuring other information about
croquet elsewhere in this issue, including leads on joining us at Branxton—so if
you’re up to civilised company and a lot of
fun, no matter your age, gender or political
persuasion, contact those in our pages.
(Tom Jackson)

make up a bed at one of the cottages, we
were to proceed to the property and her
friend would meet us and take us in for
a glass of wine. Marian came back after
making sure all was in order at the cottage,
had a glass of wine with us, then said we
must stay and have dinner with her and
some friends who had called in. What a
wonderful evening we had, then proceeded
to the lovely rustic and comfortable cottage. Next morning the money we had to
pay was ridiculously low for such priceless
hospitality, and Marian’s comment was
“It’s good to share what you have”.

We ploughed on to Broke, light starting to
fade, and thought we may as well call in at
the general store/pub/petrol station, and see
if they knew of anywhere we may be able
to stay. An older Indian gentleman working there said he was sure we would be able
to get accommodation at a cottage at River
Flats, went and found the phone number
and rang Marian, the owner.

I do hope you publish this in your local
publication, and I will also forward it to
Rants and Raves section of Traveller in The
Age (Fairfax) and hope it gets a run there.

Marian was magnificent. Said she would

Patricia Phelan
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This was our first visit to the Hunter region
and look forward to returning there.
Regards
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New Riding School - a positive addition to
Bulga and wine region
to the lessons, learning quickly and blowing us away with their ability.” She added.
Qualified
instruction and a
lot of fun as well
as a certificate
at the end of the
day add up to
an unforgettable
experience
L to R Matilda
Harris, Milan
Davis,Aleana
Riley Armarni
Davis and Olivia
Scholl - Olivia

also seen below
leading Indiana

The school offers a range of services such
as…
- Adult Private Riding Lessons
- Kids Group and Private Riding Lessons
- Kids Horse Holiday Club
- Ground Work Lessons
This is ideal for those who would like to
interact with horses but are nervous to ride
or would just like to be around them
- In the pipeline:
The school is also planning some clinics
for those who would like to own their own
horse someday. More information on this
can be found by contacting Aleana.

Continued page 4

O

ver the years The Cockfighter has
encouraged the growth of new
enterprises in the Broke Fordwich
wine region and is pleased to note the
arrival of a new venture in Bulga.
Established earlier this year, Wollemi Hills
is a new horse riding school located on the
edge of the Wollemi National Park.
In the short time it has been running, the
response from the community has been
overwhelming. A recent Holiday Club
during the April school holidays was fully
booked and the children who attended were
enthusiastic about their experience.
The school is the brainchild of local girl
Aleana Riley and she has been passionate
about horses for most of her life and spent
little time debating whether or not to invest
in her passion.
Aleana has the requisite qualifications
through Horse Safety Australia and has
a Certificate III in Performance Horse
through TAFE NSW. Along with this she
also has prior experience as the head horse
riding Instructor and Manager at a youth
campsite in the Southern Highlands that
provided quality programs for Schools,
Youth Groups and Holiday Camps before
returning home to be closer to family and
May 2018

pursue her own ambitions.
When asked about the advantages of learning to ride,
Aleana said, “Horses offer us
much more than just an outdoor activity. They can teach
us so much about ourselves,
our self awareness, they can
help us to overcome our fears
and much more. It’s never too
late to give it a try.”
“We offer a very safe environment to learn and ensure
everyone has fun whilst
doing it. All of our students
have been responding so well
Easy to find,
the school
is about 5
mins from
Bulga and
10 mins
from Broke
Lydia Riley
on Zee,
Rhiannon
Jones on
her horse
Ranger
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From page 3
When asked about the aim of the school.
Aleana said, “We aim to have a high standard of instruction, an encouraging culture
and an affordable service. Wollemi Hills
is here for the community and would love
to engage in that in anyway we can. Bulga
has been having a hard time saying goodbye to some of it’s oldest residents because
of the encroaching mines. However, we
thought we would try to bring some positive things back for the people.”
The ‘Curriculum’:
$20 pp Pony Rides Ages 2-10 (15 mins)
Let your child’s dreams come true with
getting to ride a horse while they are on
holidays.
$40 pp Group Riding Lesson Ages 8+ (1hr)
Don’t just sit on a horse…Bring your kids
and learn how to actually ride a horse for
an hour. These are great filled with interactive games in a safe environment you are
bound to have a great time!

Enjoyment is part of the experience just ask Matilda
Harris, Milan Davis, Armarni Davis seen here with Rusty

$40-60 pp Private Lessons Ages 5+
(30mins–1hr)
Learn how to ride on your own with one
on one time with our instructor. Learn the
basics and have a great time. These lessons
are adapted to the riders needs and where
you are in your riding ability.
$120pp Full Horse Experience Ages 8-17
(3hrs)
What a great opportunity to let your kids
come for a full 3 hours to learn the full
horse experience from feeding and grooming to throwing on a saddle and riding. A
great experience for all involved!
$80pp *New* Horsemanship Experience!
Ages 12+ (2hrs)
This a great experience for anyone interested in horses. Learn how to read horses,
what they need. Learn how to care for a
horse this session is completely on the
ground. Learn how to ask your horse to do
what you want in a way they will understand and do it with confidence.
Wollemi Hills also offers family discounts
Contact information:
Mobile: 0435931022
Email: info@wollemihills.com.au
wollemihills.com.au
Facebook @ ‘Wollemi Hills Horse Riding
School’
Front Cover: Aleana’s sister, Lydia Riley
riding Izzy
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Lydia, Aleana and the rest of the crew:
Kommanche, Indi, Rusty, Izzy and Zee
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Biofuel from crop waste lands funding boost for newly-proven
sustainable technology
An Australian-first biofuel demonstration
facility in the New South Wales Hunter
Valley has been touted as a game-changer
in the food versus fuel debate that has
overshadowed the production of ethanol for
some time.

“Australian capacity is around about
100,000 litres per annum, which is again
mainly sourced from first generation
sources, but by 2050 the International
Energy Agency estimates that demand will
increase to in excess of 900 billion litres.

The Federal Government through the
Australian Renewable Energy Agency
(ARENA) has announced $11.9 million
in funding for Australian biofuel company
Ethanol Technologies Limited (Ethtec) to
assist in the development of its groundbreaking process.

“So technology like this has the opportunity to be a key player in that market.”

The facility produces ethanol from a range

“

The process is tipped to revolutionise
agribusiness, enabling farmers to sell the
valuable food portion of their crops while
creating a secondary market for the leftover
waste stream.

cals such as renewable plastic precursors,
industrial lubricants and even potentially
pharmaceuticals,” he said.
“Our technology will still allow farmers to
sell their crops into the existing food market
and then also sell that fibre into an industry
that we create, which is biofuels and green
chemicals.
“We believe that within five years we will
have all of the engineering data from our research at Muswellbrook to be able to build
a commercial-scale plant — we can see a
biofuels industry, based on our technology,
within the decade.”

A bio-refinery in the Upper Hunter would employ many hundreds of people if it
proceeded to commercial scale.”

of waste plant matter left over from crop
harvesting and forestry.
As part of a $48 million dollar project,
Ethtec plans to construct a $30 million
purpose-built pilot facility in the Hunter
Valley town of Muswellbrook, expected to
produce 270,000 litres of biofuel per annum with the aim of making the technology
available to the commercial market in five
years’ time.
The four phase project is seeking to make
advanced biofuels a viable option to
support the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions in the transport industry, with the
potential to unlock future export avenues.
ARENA’s Matt Walden said the initiative
came at a time when demand for ethanol
was dramatically increasing.
“From a whole of market perspective, the
transport sector contributes up to about 16
per cent of Australia’s total emissions,” he
said.

Ethtec’s chief scientist and managing director Dr Russell Reeves said the new method
solved several problems.
“Ethanol production, what we refer to as
first generation, is based on using starch
from wheat or corn crops or sugar juice
from sugarcane crops,” he said.
“The basis of a legitimate ethanol fuel
industry — one that can produce ethanol in
the volumes that are significant in the context of meeting fuel demand and at a price
that’s competitive with products derived
from crude oil without subsidy — has to be
based on what’s termed lignocellulosic or
woody fibrous materials.”
Ethtec senior research biotechnologist, Dr
Geoff Doherty said as well as overcoming
barriers to the widespread use of ethanol as
fuel, other products could also be created.
“We can liberate the sugars from any sort
of plant biomass and once we get those
sugars into solution, we can then either
ferment them to ethanol or we can also take
them to other higher value green chemi-

Muswellbrook mayor Martin Rush said
the pilot facility, which is to be located on
council-owned land, would be pivotal for
the region.
“A $48 million investment, 20 research jobs
along with it, but all of that pales in comparison to the opportunity both on the input
side and the supply side in terms of the
longer term benefits to the Upper Hunter,”
he said.
“On the product side it’s creating diesel —
the Upper Hunter is one of the largest users
of diesel in NSW as a result of the coal
industry.
“So this is just a win-win research project
which is putting this plant in the heart of
a community that can benefit from the
diversification of its intensive agriculture
and help build resilience in its economy, but
also feed into the local thermal coal industry
in lowering the cost, including the carbon
cost, of one of its major inputs.
ABC Upper Hunter By Cecilia Connell

Putty Road Truck Driver’s Memorial Event
1 pm Saturday 19 May 2018
Memorial service at Gary Miller Memorial Park
Putty road, Milbrodale NSW .
A service will be held with a plaque and wreath laying ceremony
accompanied by a piper.
Selected guest speakers, entertainment, raffles, truck display, Putty
Road merchandise and refreshments.
The official dinner and auction at Singleton Golf Club. Boundary
Road 6.30 pm Saturday night
For plaque applications and dinner bookings
Paul 0408 472 250 Shane 0419287159
Marie 0414631206
May 2018
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ANZAC commemoration at Bulga

Family Friday Nights
@ Bulga Community Centre

6.30pm – 9.30pm
Games, raffles, live music (on occasions), special
events such as Black Friday themed nights
BYO Nibble & Refreshments
Tea & Coffee provided
All welcome – Come along and meet & Socialise
with your neighbours & locals ☺
Initiative of Bulga Community Centre Committee to
keep the community socially interactive – Friday’s @ the hall are being held until such time as
the Tavern re-opens

A great night out

Bingo

1st Monday of the month
6:30 Bulga Community Hall
Bring a plate to share
Enquiries Phil Reid 0438 865 064
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Drones take the drudgery out of the vineyard
The use of unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs), also known as drones, in agriculture and in viticulture is rapidly increasing.
A recent project studied the role remote
sensing and UAVs could play in improving surveillance capabilities for pests and
diseases in vineyards.
Australian Vignerons is a key advocacy
body for biosecurity protocols in Australia.
We’re always looking to discover more
about the latest technology available to
help protect Australian wine grape growers.
To find out more about UAV’s in viticulture we spoke with Associate Professor,

Felipe Gonzalez, from QUT. Read on and
discover how drones in the sky may be the
key to protecting vines from the ground up.
The key to success is the equipment and
software accompanying the use of the UAV.
We use a hyperspectral camera which can
capture 270 bands of colour as opposed to
an RGB camera which only captures three
bands of colour (red, green and blue). The
hyperspectral camera sees more than what
our eyes can see. This equipment enables
us to go beyond human capabilities.
Once we capture a vineyard we combine
multiple sources of georeferenced aerial

and ground data, such as visual vigour
estimation, soil conductivity, insect traps,
and aerial derived data in order to generate
a prediction model for pest infestation.
By comparing data captured against a
baseline we can generate an estimation of
the vigour of each plant in the vineyard and
compare those to an expert ground based
assessment. The multi and hyperspectral
cameras allow us to collect the data needed
to generate vegetation indicators that highlight symptoms of infestation. These vegetation indicators are mapped onto the crop
to visualise regions that need attention.
Australian Vignerons

Immaculate Conception,
Broke Catholic Church
Mass - New time:
Mass now 5.00 pm for winter
period
To be held on the second
Saturday of the month.
Everyone is Welcome.

The Willows Restaurant & Broke Village Store
The focal point of the Broke community and surrounding area
Groceries, Newsagent, Coffee Shop, Dine-In Restaurant, Delicatessen, Post Office, Bottle
Shop, Petrol Station & Tourist Information. Also stocks an exclusive range of Broke
Fordwich Wines.

Enjoy a meal at
The Willows Restaurant
ALL DAY MENU
BEER ON TAP
Dine in or al fresco
May 2018

4 Wollombi St,
Broke
NSW 2330
Ph: 02 6579 1056

Open: 7 days:
Sunday to Wednesday
till 8 p.m.
Thursday to Saturday
till late.
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Singleton Council pledges to end
homelessness

Singleton Council will sign a pledge to end
the worsening problem of homelessness
in the Hunter Region at a special event in
Newcastle today.

Mayor of Singleton, Cr Sue Moore has
signed the pledge on behalf of Council,
following the latest 2016 Census figures
released by the ABS in March that showed
homelessness rates had risen by 12% in the
Hunter since the previous Census.
Cr Moore said signing the pledge is an important first step in taking action to reduce
homelessness.
“This is the start of our action and every
year we, and other pledge takers, will
renew our pledge and report our achievements,” she said.
“Homelessness is a serious community issue and we are fortunate to have a range of
local service organisations in Singleton to
support people doing it tough. Council also

offers facilities at Singleton Youth Venue
that specifically target homeless young
people.

“Council is committed to continue working
together with the community to address this
issue.”
The pledge is an initiative of the region’s
Big Ideas Homelessness Network.
Chair of the Network, Professor David
Adamson from Compass Housing, congratulated Singleton Council for joining
the global movement to end homelessness.
Professor Adamson said homelessness has
become the clearest expression of inequality and poverty in Australia.
He said eradicating poverty cannot be
achieved without eradicating homelessness.
“Homelessness in the Hunter is not an
intractable problem – it can be solved if
the whole community is supportive,” Prof

Adamson said.

“Every business, agency and resident, has
a stake in preventing homelessness and
supporting people who experience homelessness.”
He said the pledge had been used effectively in other cities overseas including in
Canada, the USA, Wales and Scotland.
Organisations or local residents wishing
to sign the Pledge can visit https://bigideashomelessnessnetwork.org/the-pledge
The Newcastle and Hunter Big Ideas
Homelessness Network is a collaborative
steering group made up of representatives
from the community and agencies who
have an interest in ending homelessness.
It is facilitated by Compass Housing and
meet quarterly to share information, ideas
and resources.

Firelight sparks a blaze with a successful inaugural event

The first-ever Singleton Firelight has been
proclaimed an overwhelming success, as
up to 1,500 people gathered on the Civic
Centre lawn for a blistering evening of
entertainment.

despite a stormy start to the night, the community’s response further fuelled Council’s
new approach to community events, taking
its cue from calls for more twilight activities.

“The Civic Centre lawn is a natural events
space and entertainment from the Utopian
Fire dancers and the Viper Creek Band
proved to be a winning formula.
“It was wonderful to see people spread out
on the lawn, eating and drinking the fantastic food and wine on offer and having
a good time.”
General Manager Jason Linnane said
far from having a rest in the aftermath
of Firelight, Council’s events team was
already working on a calendar of events
including some new additions.
Council is also supporting Smoke in
Broke, a two-day festival of cooking
demonstrations and competitions, food
trucks, craft beer, boutique wine, market
stalls, live music and more at McNamara Park on 9-10 June.
“There’s been an enormous amount of
feedback from people asking for more
twilight events in Singleton,” Mr Linnane said.

Dance and theatrics from the Utopian Fire
dancers lit up the night, with live music to
keep toes tapping and food, wine and craft
beer from local wineries and breweries to
warm the stomach in Singleton Council’s
homage to autumn.
Mayor of Singleton, Cr Sue Moore said
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Work is also underway on developing a
flagship event to help promote Singleton to
visitors.
“The event was called Firelight, but there
was a really warm community spirit with
so many people coming together to enjoy
themselves,” she said.

“Firelight was an event that aimed to
attract more young adults to Council’s
traditional events audience and, based on
last night’s success, a fantastic indication
that we’re on the right track.
“We are already looking towards our Australia Day festivities to include the traditional civic ceremony as well as a sunset
program of entertainment.
May 2018

WILLIAM WOULD HAVE CONQUERED CROQUET
......with mallets aforethought

A

s a (very) Ancient Historian, I was
fascinated to discover the rather
discriminatory title that William the
Conqueror no doubt enjoyed before
he put an end to Anglo-Saxon ownership of England in 1066. Yes—the great
Norman was known as William the
Bastard, so thank heavens the Battle
of Hastings elevated him to something
more er, regal and not illegal in history’s page. So what’s the connection
with the gentle game of croquet, I hear
you ask?
Very simple, actually. More years ago that
I can remember, our star player at Branxton Croquet Club (who went on to win the
State title) was approached by the Branxton

in croquet. But it’s not printable, so our
representative didn’t want to enlarge on it.
Pressed (of course) by the local Press, our
member disclosed that only people with,
yes, the pre-1066 nominal qualities of the
leader of the Norman Conquest won at croquet. But our spokesman was assured the
local newspaper wouldn’t offend its readers
with such language. And needless to say,
the paper came out the following day
with a smashing coverage of the Branxton
Croquet Club and its enthusiastic members
with the headline CROQUET-THE GAME
ONLY B……S WIN!
As a rare winner at the Club, I wasn’t offended—and I believe
we actually recruited

really don’t have to be like the old William
of Normandy to win. As we say, it’s perfect for those of us who are not as limber as
we were in the past—but I’ve been assured
by more than one medico that it is perfect
as an outdoors opportunity to remain reasonably active in body and mind. So why
not consider a shot—not in the dark, but in
the park at John Rose Avenue, Branxton?
And remember-- defeat at croquet is not
life or death: it’s just hoopless.
Our members would like to acknowledge
with grateful thanks the great support of
Cessnock Council and the Department of
Sport and Recreation

BULGA
COAL

Environment and
Community Contacts
The Branxton club members in action

Press about our new club facilities and
lawns (which were -and are- something
to see). He was also quizzed about the
psychology and philosophy of this fascinating (and I have to say) sometimes frustrating game. I mentioned in this month’s
editorial the distinguished history of our
pastime (yes, the preference of aristocrats
before lawn tennis, but I concede, not lawn
bowls).
Our spokesman confided to the Branxton
newsperson that, while etiquette and decorum are uppermost in our approach to the
game (bashing each other with the mallet
is definitely not on, despite your feelings
at times), he personally believed there
was an inescapable reality about success
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a few good souls who
not only accepted the
slogan but claimed
to qualify: a former
Defence Force mate
reminded me of the old
Music Hall gag: ‘Don’t
call me a b……., I saw
me mum and dad married when I was 18!”
So in an attempt to
convince (and recruit)
our readers about the
magic of a game that
is seldom called off,
short of the worst of
the Hunter summer
or winter, I swear you

Ralph Northey - Bulga Coal
Environment and Community Manager
T: 6570 2539 M: 0418 439 874
ralph.northey@glencore.com.au

Community complaints line
24 hours a day, 7 days a week
1800 332 693
You can also view our approvals, management plans
and environmental monitoring data on the website.
Go to www.bulgacoal.com.au and click on
the Publications tab on the menu.
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Agrochemical update – spray drift
cumstances of the spray drift incident and
grape purchaser requirements. Contact the
AWRI helpdesk to discuss the best options.
For further information about spray drift or
any other technical matter, please contact
the AWRI helpdesk on (08) 8313 6600 or
email helpdesk@awri.com.au.

O

ff-target agrochemical exposure or
‘spray drift’ has been gaining attention recently in mainstream and social media. This agrochemical update
provides a reminder of who to contact
if a spray drift incident is suspected.
Reporting spray drift incidents
Agricultural chemical users have a legal
obligation to ensure that the chemicals
they apply stay within the target area. If a
spray drift incident is suspected, it should
be reported to the appropriate authority, so
they can investigate the extent of the damage, advise on the possible causes and take
further action. Responsibility for address-
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ing incidents of off-target spray drift lies
with each state and territory government.
The NSW contact point is Environment
Protection Authority – 131 555.
Further details are also provided on the
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority website, but if you
are in any doubt, please contact the The
Australian Wine Research Institute (AWRI)
helpdesk for assistance.
Testing vines or wine for residues
Residue testing of foliage, fruit or wine
may be appropriate depending on the cir-
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Australia gets UN to delete criticism of Murray-Darling plan from report
Kerry Brewster The Guardian
The federal government has successfully
put pressure on the United Nations to delete
all criticism of Australia’s $13bn effort
to restore the ailing Murray-Darling river
system from a published study, according
to the author of an expert report.
The so-called “Australia chapter” has been
removed from the UN report “Does Improved Irrigation Technology Save Water?”
published online by the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).
Dr Chris Perry, an internationally respected
water expert and co-author of the UN
report that originally included a section
about the Murray-Darling basin plan, has
described his “shock”
at the “complete ineptitude” of the Australian
government’s response
to the UN report.

a per-hectare basis, or release of water to
alternative users”, the original report said.
The chapter criticised the government’s
lack of scientific evaluation. There is “no
apparent basis for assessing whether subsidised introduction of high-tech systems will
actually release water to alternative uses, or
simply increase consumption by the extra
amount allocated to the farmer,” it says.
Perry, an occasional consultant to the FAO,
said his knowledge of Australia’s water
changes had prepared him for an unwelcome response by Australian officials to the
report’s conclusion that the technical underpinning of the multibillion-dollar program
was unsound.

The chapter focused on water efficiency
projects, a big plank of the basin plan. It
concluded that the Australian government’s
multimillion-dollar subsidies to farmers
had probably achieved a negative outcome,
increasing on-farm water consumption and
reducing rather than increasing return flows
to the environment.
Published in 2017, on the third-party
platform ResearchGate, the chapter on
Australia says the Murray Darling basin
plan’s “subsidy programs” to save water
have been “ineffective, poorly conceived”
and have “primarily benefited private
individuals”.
The “investments have had no discernible
impact in terms of reduced water use on
May 2018

Both authors say the Department of Agriculture did not have any data or scientific
measuring system in place to back its claim
that water saved through the Murray-Darling basin’s efficiency projects was making
its way back to the river system.
“Fair enough if they had data or even a
competent analysis to contradict the findings we summarised, but there was none.
Instead, their response was a prime example of exactly the type of flawed analysis
we criticised in the body of
the report,” Perry said.
Steduto insists he and Perry
were open to Australia’s
arguments in the hope of
improving the chapter.
“Nevertheless, there wasn’t
evidence to support their
counter-argument.”

Perry and Pasquale
Steduto, a Rome-based
senior water policy
analyst for the UN’s
Food and Agriculture
Organisation, analysed
the effectiveness of
new irrigation technology in14 countries,
including Australia,
China, the US, India,
Egypt, Spain, Morocco
and Zimbabwe.
For the Australia chapter, they used available
data as well as the published work of several
Australian water academics, including that
of Quentin Grafton,
professor of economics
and Unesco chair at the
Crawford school at the
Australian National University.

The Department of Agriculture says it
disagreed with the report’s claim that water
savings from irrigation efficiency improvements were not real savings. A department
official said “empirical information” from
several sources was provided to the FAO.

The months-long attempt to
produce an amended version
acceptable to the Australian
government failed, ending
in a stalemate. The Department of Agriculture said no
agreement could be reached
on key technical points.
“Unfortunately, after some
time, having not reached an
agreement on a mutually acceptable version of the text,
it was decided that a fair
solution to the matter was to
withdraw the Australian section from the paper,” Steduto
told Guardian Australia.
“The FAO report clearly arrived at a politically sensitive moment,” he told Guardian
Australia. “But that said, I was still shocked
at the complete ineptitude of the intervention made by Australia.”
Although the report described how other
countries’ irrigation technologies had also
failed to save water, it was only Australia
that objected to the UN analysis. According
to Perry and Steduto, the Department of
Agriculture insisted on a process to rewrite
the chapter.
“We put the publication on hold, removing
it from the FAO website, to allow time for
a possible review and editing of the section,
which we welcomed,” Steduto said.
The Murray-Darling basin: a brief history

Dr Emma Carmody from
the Environmental Defenders Office NSW
said urgent law reform was needed to improve the transparency of water efficiency
projects. “Billions of dollars are being
spent on projects that on evidence may
not be achieving their intended purpose
of increasing the volume of water in our
rivers. Money needs to fund quantifiable
water savings.”
More water-saving projects are in the
pipeline. The Murray Darling Basin
Authority has proposed that irrigators be
allowed to extract an extra 605GL, based
on 36 projects that are supposed to achieve
equivalent environmental outcomes with
less water. The projects are conceptually
the same as the on-farm efficiency projects
criticised by the UN water experts.
11

The Cockfighter Editorial:
Tom Jackson phone: 6574 5266
Eden Anthony 65791259
mail@hunterstay.com.au

OUR WILDLIFE

COMMUNITY GROUPS AND
ORGANISATIONS

Broke Bulga Landcare Group Inc.
C/o President, Wendy Lawson
PO Box 120, Broke NSW 2330
Broke Fair Committee
Secretary, Maxine Alexander
alexandermaxine6@gmail.com

Broke Fordwich Wine & Tourism Assoc.
Secretary, Mike Wilson
secretary@brokefordwich.com.au
Broke Bush Fire Brigade
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 2330
Broke Community Hall
Kathleen Everett (02) 6579 1470
Broke Public School
Principal/P&C Association,
Cochrane Street, Broke NSW 2330
Bulga Milbrodale Progress Association
President - John Krey
		
6574 5376
PO Box 1032, Singleton 2330
bmpa.contact@bigpond.com
Bulga Rural Fire Brigade
Captain: Adrian Gallagher 6574 5100. Permit officers:
A Gallagher 6574 5100 and B Anderson 0417 403 153
Bulga Community Centre Inc.
President/bookings Claudette Richards
Secretary Belinda Passlow 0427 305 519
Treasurer Phil Reid 0438 865 064

65745 495

NSW Rural Fire Service Hunter Valley District
2161 Putty Road Bulga 2330
Phone 6575 1200, Fax 6575 1299
email huntervalley.team@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Manager: Superintendent Ashley Frank.
Justice of the Peace
Tom and Sue Jackson 6574 5266
Graeme O’Brien 6574 5185
John Darr, Broke 0437 173 277
Joan McNamara 6579 1057
Graham Farish 0414842327
Milbrodale Public School
Principal/P&C Association
Putty Road, Milbrodale NSW 2330
National Parks and Wildlife Service- Upper Hunter
Area Bulga and Scone
Peta Norris, Putty Road, Bulga
NSW 2330 6574 5555
Palliative Care Volunteers
for Singleton & Cessnock
Kath Watkinson (02) 65722121
PID Admin
Saywells
12 Vincent St CESSNOCK
office@saywells.com
PID - Private Irrigation
admin@bfpid.com.au
Water On/Off 1300 767 118
St Andrews Anglican Church Broke
Parish Secretary at 6571 1414
St Marks Anglican Church
C/o Marie Mitchell
Inlet Road, Bulga NSW 2330
The Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church Broke
Paul O’Toole
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 2330
Wildlife Rescue, Rehabilitation and Release
www.wildlifeaid.org.au 0429 850 089

The Cockfighter is a not-for-profit community
service publication run by volunteers
Editor: Tom Jackson
Secretary: Sarah Purser
Production: Eden Anthony
Accounts: Ken McCraw
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Superb Lyrebird (Menura novaehollandiae)
Males are dark brown above and grey-brown bellow with long, filamentous tail
feathers Females are smaller and shorter with plain grey tail feathers. They fly only
to escape or when roosting in trees at night. They are usually solitary with foraging
territories of 2-3 ha. In the breeding season males display from mounds, spreading
their lyre-shaped tails, mimicking sounds of the forest while stamping and prancing
to attract a female. They sometimes mate with several females. Family groups of 4-5
forage together after breeding, raking the ground with their powerful feet. They breed
from May to October and lay a single egg in a dome nest in a tree fern, among rocks
or on a tree stump. The female builds the nest and incubates for about 6 weeks. The
young fledge 6 weeks later. Call is loud high “chuck” in alarm; territorial resounding
‘çhonk chonk’; mimicked calls. Diet of insects, worms and other invertebrates. Habitat in rain foress, wet sclerophyll forests.
We have only had a couple of Lyrebirds come into care, both from Broke area.
Elizabeth
Joeys Retreat

&

Trades Services Directory
CARRIER - General
John Lamb
6574 5205
Mob 0427 695 468
CATTERY
Jan Pennell
6579 1450
Cleaners - Professional
Hunter Valley Cleaning Group
Hospitality and Private Cleaning
0439-841-487
huntervalleycg@gmail.com
COMPUTERS & COMMUNICATIONBruce Cowan
6579 1130
DIGITAL PRINT & DESIGN
BINK Creative
4990 3230
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Robert McLaughlin
0405 555 901
rob.mac46@hotmail.com

Want to list your services?
Just $60 per year
65791259 mail@hunterstay.com.au

GOURMET FOODS
Marian Waite
6579 1063
Mob 0409 791 063
marian@riverflatsestate.com.au
Mechanical & Automotive
Services
Beyond Broke
Mechanical & Automotive
Services
Jason McCraw
Licensed Motor Vehicle Repairer
0414 264 515
jmccraw@harboursat.com.au
beyondbrokemechenical.com.au
NATURAL THERAPIES
Gale Matley
6579 1401
PIANO LESSONS
Jan Pennell
6579 1450

POOL & YARD MAINTAINANCE
Anthony Smolenaers
65791228 or 0400 367025
REAL ESTATE
Taylor Real Estate Hunter Valley
1300 803 300
0408 688 836
Catherine@taylorrealestate.com.au
www.taylorrealestate.com.au
2/72A Maitland Street Branxton NSW
2335
PO Box 3 Broke NSW 2330
Vineyard Services
Bright Vine Services
Vineyard consulting
0410625540
jennybright@bigpond.com
www.brightvineservices.com.au
563 Wollombi Rd, Broke NSW 2330
WINE MAKING
Michael McManus
6579 1400
Mob 0403 014 787
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