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From the Editor

Data collected in Broke

Plan to cross Putty Rd equals fewer cross motorists
Well, here we are again, as one Medich
said to the gang in court: unlike Mr M, I’m
glad to say we’re able to appear again with
this dual-personality dual-monthly edition,
thanks to the usual industry of Eden “Everywhere” Anthony ( he had to interrupt our
first-of-year ‘phone discussion to catch a
runaway horse). And 2018 has started with
significant developments to our lives and
our living space. These are heavily mineaccented, so bear with me while we run
over the facts.
YANCOAL got the ball rolling with the
news that Putty Road travellers may be able
to use the new bridge—the third crossing-- in a few weeks time (I write this as
February dawns on us). It’s interesting that
as soon as traffic is on this long-awaited
feature, YANCOAL will start excavation
underneath to build a haul road—expected
to take three months. Jason McCallum ,GM
of Mount Thorley Warkworth and Hunter
Valley operations, expressed the company’s
acknowledgement of the speed limit angst
many have expressed, thanking the users
for their patience. Along with the crossing
update, Jason McCallum unveild YANCOAL’s SMS Blast Notification System—
designed to transmit SMS alerts of road
closure times when shots are within cooee.
And notifications will be updated where
significant changes to closures are in the
wind—or when there are cancellations. A
good initiative, methinks, especially if, like
me, you have to consider a u-tutn to take
the road out of Broke (13 k’s away) when
you face a critical meeting or medical date.
In other coal updates,Glencore’s Environmental and Community Manager Ralph

54.oo mm

January Rainfall

Northey heralded the end of Protected Industrial Action which had compromised the
work on the Noise and Visual Bund---this
means there’ll be a eight-month delay in
completing the outer or western face of the
Bund (now August 2019 instead of December this year). Ralph Northey emphasised
that Glencore had investigated options to
finish the work by December ’18,including
a 24-hour working detail—but the prospect
of unacceptable noise aspects ruled this out.
And so the coal mini-boom continues—but
for how long? The Sydney Morning Herald’s recent study of the resurgence of coal
(and the Hunter) tackled some pretty influential identities for their take on the issue.
What struck me was the forceful analysis
of the Mayor of Newcastle Nuatali Nelmes
who while acknowledging the place that
‘black gold’ had and is having on the destiny of the world’s biggest coal export centre,
stressed that the future for the city is tied
up wth the ever-changing technology of the
times; she went further, underlining that
healthcare, IT,education and many other
vocational activities accounted for the vast
percentage of people at work in this hub of
the Hunter—NOT coal mining. Maybe this
message might get through to the Planning
Assessment bozos of the sort that recently
approved the new dig that could imperil the
Central Coast’s drinking water?
In closing, a reminder that Easter may
still be, like Putty Road’s third crossing, a
bridge too far, but it’s also Little Bit of Italy
time—and we’ll fill you in (and up) with
more goodies on that in future issues.

Diary

Dates

First Sunday of the Month
Broke Village Markets
7 and 8 April A Little bit of
Italy
9th Sept
Fair

Broke Village

Each weekend Whispering
Brook Wine Flights
24th Feb
Green

A Day On The

10th Mar
A Day On The
Green, James Blunt
24th Mar
Crossroads in
the Vines
Sacred Spaces Series:
Sat 17 Feb
Chamber
Philharmonia Cologne
Sun 11 March, The London
Klezmer Quartet
Sat 7 April
Newcastle Youth
Orchestra
Wed 12 Sept Lulo Reinhardt
(Germany) & Bart Stenhouse
(Aus)
Sun 7 Oct
Josie and The
Emeralds - Renaissance music

(Tom Jackson)

Why we do it
We thought it would be worthwhile printing this great image
which we received too late for the last issue. It is a wonderful reminder what it is all about. The battle to stop the
encroachment of the mine at Bulga was fought to protect the
vitality of the local community. What is sometimes lost in
the melee is what that means. Perhaps this picture makes it a
little clearer why is it is always worth resisting the power of
political and corporate vested interests (ED)
“On Saturday the 2nd December a Community Christmas
Party was held at the Bulga Hall. Santa and his helper elves
came to bring gifts and lollies to the children. During the
night Disco Music and games were played with prizes being
given out. All who attended enjoyed the Festive occasion.”
Sent in by Helen Upward, Bulga
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What Newcastle’s revitalisation means to
rural tourism

L

iving in a rural community can
sometimes create a feeling of isolation and the machinations of the big
city seem to supply little or no benefit.
However many rural communities in the
Hunter find it hard to escape the effect of
Newcastle as regular traffic of coal trains
screech and rumble through towns and paddocks on the way to the biggest coal-loading terminal in the world.

tourist operator to change the mood after
the tourist has seen the poor offering that is
the cruise ship terminal.
The NSW Government and Port of Newcastle recently revealed the design of the
new Newcastle Cruise Terminal which will
transform the cruise passenger experience
in Newcastle.

As current world-wide
trends indicate these trains
will become more and
more infrequent as alternate power replaces coal.
And so the debate continues, with government
and lobbyists placing their
waggons in a circle in an
attempt to stave off the
inevitable.
And the debate in less
biased groups is centred
around the replacement of
coal with other job-making enterprises and
with discussions on filling in the holes left
by the mines.
One very obvious solution is to feed the
Hunter with more tourism-based infrastructure. Tourism is a solid undercurrent that
has served the Hunter for many decades but
the full potential is a long way off.
Visitors to the Hunter arrive in many ways
but a growing cohort are those that come
by cruise ship.
Rural tourism such as the cellar doors, concert venues and related attractions has long
dismissed the value of cruise ship tourism
to their economy because, traditionally
stop-overs are short and at best allow time
for a quick run around the city itself.
This point of view does not take into account the value of the ‘knock-on’ effect that
is the result of the tourist making a decision
to return and conduct a more in-depth
exploration of the Hunter and spend time in
the vineyards or if they don’t return, they
can become ambassadors by referencing
Newcastle in a positive way. This return
will not be likely to happen if the first
impression of the ‘Capital of the Hunter’ is
a poor one.
The cruise ship terminal in Newcastle
harbour is a badly converted loading pier
that was used during the BHP steel-making
days and the worst kind of image to offer
tourists arriving it one of Australia’s most
beautiful cities. It makes it hard for the
February 2018

The purpose-built facility will cover approximately 3,000m2 and will include
facilities for passenger drop-off and pick
up, coach parking and vessel provisioning.
Port of Newcastle’s CEO, Geoff Crowe,
said the Newcastle Cruise Terminal would
provide a professional transit experience
for passengers arriving in Newcastle and a
positive first impression of the city.
“We are excited to share the concept design
for the Newcastle Cruise Terminal which
reflects Newcastle’s position as a worldclass cruise ship destination. The traveller
experience is central to GHD Woodhead’s
design, with harbour views, ease of movement, natural daylight and a generous sense
of spacing greeting passengers.
“The new cruise terminal, to be built at
the Channel Berth, will enable the Port
to receive more and larger cruise ships in
the future. Importantly, it will position
Newcastle as a home port where ships can
start and finish their destination in Newcastle. Eventually cruise visits could also be
aligned with major events, such as the V8
Supercars, adding another dimension to the
visitor and tourism experience,” said Geoff.
“According to the Australian Cruise Association’s estimates, cruise shipping in
Newcastle currently injects around $11
million per annum to the local economy.
Homeporting has the potential to deliver
even more economic value to the region via
more cruise ships and more visitors and the
opportunity for local businesses to provide

goods and services for the provisioning of
vessels.”
The $12.7 million Newcastle Cruise
Terminal is funded by the NSW Government’s Restart NSW Hunter Infrastructure
Investment Fund.
The design was unveiled by the Parliamentary Secretary for Planning, the Central
Coast and the Hunter,
Scot MacDonald, who
said the Newcastle Cruise
Terminal would be a major
boost for the Hunter’s
tourism sector.
“The Newcastle Cruise
Terminal is a big win for
the region and a key part
of Newcastle’s revitalisation. It cements the city
as an international cruise
destination and will deliver flow on benefit to the
region’s already thriving
tourism industry. Additionally, it complements the
increased capacity of Newcastle Airport,”
said Scot.
“The NSW Government has contributed
$13.1 million towards the $13.5 million
Newcastle cruise upgrades. The Hunter
Research Foundation has estimated the
projects will contribute around $26.7 million to the local economy and an additional
76 jobs through construction and flow-on
effects.”
Geoff said he was thrilled to share the
design with the community after many
months of detailed planning.
“Throughout the design process, Port of
Newcastle has worked with the cruise
industry, tourism representatives and
Australian border agencies to factor in their
requirements.
“Unveiling the design is a significant step
and it is only going to get more exciting
from here. Construction will commence in
early 2018 and Novocastrians will have a
cruise terminal to call their own by the end
of next year,” said Geoff.
“We look forward to welcoming the
Explorer of the Seas on her maiden visit to
Newcastle in February 2019 - the largest
cruise ship to visit our port carrying 3,900
passengers.”
The principal contractor will be appointed
in early 2018.
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will they fill the voids? - the debate
continues.......

By Mike Wilson

I read with interest the article on the mining
voids in last month’s Cockfighter, and I
consider a follow up article on Pumped Hydro might be appropriate. I am by no means
an expert in this field, but there are very
few people in Australia than can claim to
have much in the way of practical experience in this relatively new technology.
The concept is simple – find two mining
voids that are relatively close together,
preferably one at a different elevation to
the other. The Hunter Valley should have
plenty of this sort of thing – I don’t know
how many mining voids are out there but
I would guess at dozens. The next two requirements are also pretty straight forward
– abundant sunshine / wind to generate
renewable power, and access to an electricity distribution grid. Again the Hunter has
both of those.
One of the major arguments against solar
powered electricity generation is that it
only works during the day, and that wind
power only works when the wind is blowing. The peak demand for electricity is not

Pumped hydro storage
'could make Australia
run on renewable
energy alone within 20
years'

during the day while the sun is shining, but
in the evening as the sun goes down. The
challenge is to be able to store electricity
for use later in the evening when the peak
is highest. This is exactly what pumped hydro will deliver. The solar / wind generators
can also feed the Grid if required.
The infrastructure of pumped hydro requires two large holes in the ground, a solar
array or wind farm to generate electricity,
a pipeline from one void to the other, and a
pump to move water from the lower dam to
the dam at a higher location. This pump is
driven by the solar / wind power generated
by the solar array or wind farm, so moving
water from one location to another does not
require buying electricity. The concept is to
be able to store water in the higher elevation dam until there is a peak demand, then
to run water down from top dam to bottom
dam through a turbine to generate electricity. No water is lost as it can simply be
pumped back – driven by solar / wind – the
following day.
The technology behind pumped hydro is
not new — a facility was opened in the
1970s at the Tumut 3 Power Station at Tal-

bingo in New South Wales. Pumped hydro
is also widespread in Europe, especially
in the alpine parts of Italy, Germany and
France, and in Scandinavian countries like
Norway. It is also widely used in Japan
and the United States. The former Kidson
Gold Mine site inland from Townsville in
Queensland is already operating a 250MW
generator this way, with an upgrade to
2,000MW currently underway. By comparison, Liddell Power Station has 4 x
500MW generators so can also generate
2000MW. Liddell releases 14.7 million tonnes of greenhouse gases a year, a
pumped hydro scheme of the same size
would generate none at all.
The chance of any business wanting to outlay the sort of funds required to build a new
coal-fired power station in NSW is negligible, but the current Government does
not have much in the way of incentives to
business to build this sort of pollution-free
generating plant, however. I do wonder if
mine owners might see this as a practical
way of using the land they have destroyed
for farming and have a moral obligation
to do something about, something would
generate an income from the degraded land.

Around
the world
- Pumped
Hydro sites

Australia
Austria
Belgium
ABC NEWS:
Bulgaria
China
Australia has the capacity to store up to
France
1,000 times more renewable energy than it
Germany
could ever conceivably need, according to
India
an analysis by researchers at the Australian
Iran
National University (ANU).
Italy
Japan
ANU engineering professor Andrew BlakLuxembourg
ers has conducted a study looking into
Russia
pumped hydro sites and has concluded that
South Africa
there are at least 22,000 suitable locations
South Korea
nationwide.
Spain
Taiwan
Professor Blakers said if storage was
United Kingdom
built at just a tiny fraction of those places,
United States
Australia could transition to 100 per cent
renewable power within two decades.

1
1
1
1
18
1
2
1
1
4
14
1
1
2
1
2
2
1
10

“No matter where you are in Australia,
you will find a good pumped hydro site
not very far away from where you, or your
wind or your solar farm is located,” he
said.
The Hunter Valley has over 200 sites identified as potential hydro
storage - many involve existing or abandoned mining land
4

The Tumut-3 Hydroelectric Power Station - series of three
hydroelectric power stations on the Tumut River in New
South Wales, Australia, that are part of the Snowy Mountains
Scheme.
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NAB leaves coal out in the cold
By Matthew Stevens

W

hat a surprise?

With the banking sector’s reputation
facing the rare and unnecessary scrutiny of
a royal commission and just before a tricky
annual general meeting, National Australia
Bank decided to step out on the front foot
and announce a rent-acrowd-pleasing ban on
funding new coal mines.
A decision announced
through the pages of the
determinedly pro-coal
newspaper, The Australian, was subsequently
confirmed by the bank,
whose shareholders were
delivered the good news by
chairman Ken Henry at the
annual general meeting.

transparency on its position”. Now, given
that it is very hard to believe that NAB’s
coal-digging customers might argue in favour of a formal funding ban, it seems plain
enough that the unspecified “stakeholders”
won the day on this one.
And let’s be quite clear on this, the NAB’s
ban will be received as craven by the

jects are fundable, although it seems clear
enough when you digest NAB’s record of
the past three years that the case will need
to be very compelling indeed.
Since 2014, NAB has reduced its exposure
to the thermal coal sector more than 30 per
cent from $950 million to $625 million.
And it has pulled back even harder on lending to the thermal coal power generating sector, with exposures dropping
over three years from $1.6 billion to
$470 million.
It has to be acknowledged that this
aversion to coal is now sectoral.
Across the board, Australian banks
shifted the risk weighting on coal
investment to a point where, among
the four pillars, only ANZ is prepared
to hold the line.
Like CBA, it has so far refused to
be pressured into drawing any firm
lines around its exposure to the coal
mining, moving or burning sectors.
But unlike CBA, ANZ has worked to
at least maintain its levels of exposure
to coal.

The messaging was NAB
had an “important role to
play in the orderly transiNAB chairman Ken Henry announced the change in coal policy
tion to a low-carbon econat the NAB AGM Christopher Pearce
omy”. The bank opined
that the transition in play
“requires careful management to ensure
coal sector and it sits as a serious victory
CBA’s most recent sustainability report
Australians can continue to have access to
for lobbies like Market Forces that have
reveals that exposure to coal mines fell to
secure, reliable and affordable energy”.
increasingly clarified the international
$300 million last year and that while lendbanking sector’s exposure to the carbon
ing to the coal terminals sector stayed flat at
But the net result of all that for NAB is that cycle and so effectively vilified them for
$1.4 billion, its exposure to coal-fired genwhile it will continue to support existing
the sector’s continuing support for the coal, eration slipped 19 per cent to $400 million.
customers in the coal business, it is no
gas and oil sectors.
longer prepared to
Pushed on the
finance new thermal
ANZ approach
ince
2014,
NAB
has
reduced
its
exposure
to
the
thermal
coal
coalmining projects.
coal at the
sector more than 30 per cent from $950 million to $625 million. to
most recent
NAB said it had “conparliamentary
sulted with customers
While NAB has been steadily but materiinquisitions of bank leaders, chief executive
and stakeholders on this decision to ensure
ally reducing its exposure to the whole coal Shayne Elliott said his bank continues to
cycle in recent years, the bank’s decision
“take every customer at face value”.
to formalise its retreat comes as another
body blow to a sector that directly employs “One other thing we take into account is
40,000 Australians and that last year gener- our own risk appetite,” Elliott noted. “We
ated $54 billion in export revenues.
already have an exposure to the coal industry. I have to make sure that our shareholdOf course, the quite-specific target of
ers’ funds are balanced and we get a decent
NAB’s ban is the thermal coal industry,
spread of risk.
which last year sold nearly $19 billion of
thermal coal to power stations throughout
“I think I’m on record as saying I think we
our region and it expected that contribution have a sufficient exposure to coal. We’re
to our export earning this financial year.
one of the largest, if not the largest, of the
major banks. I find it hard to imagine we’d
From the coal industry’s perspective, the
want to increase that any time soon.”
best that can be said of the new NAB policy is that it is, at least, clear. NAB hasn’t,
It says everything about the changed tone
for example, fallen into the Westpac trap of of the coal debate in Australia that the
manufacturing a policy that uses coal quali- ANZ’s hold-the-line approach is the best
ties as a trigger for funding decision.
that the coal industry might now expect
from the only domestic banks whose lendThe term new mine captures greenfields
ing books are capable of affording coal
projects or plans to expand old mines that
mining’s growth story.
don’t carry the necessary mining lease
extensions or environmental and regulatory
approvals. Expansions of existing pro-

S

February 2018

5

Your invite to plan for a post-coal
economy
he phrase “If only we had known
that mining brings to our region, it makes

T

sooner” is said too often. In this
Alliance, Steve Phillips and colleague Dan- a lot of sense to diversify our economy and
begin preparing for the inevitable decline
publication we have tried to raise the
ielle Coleman have built such a forum .
of the coal industry,” Steve said.
awareness of the need to plan for the
end of coal mining. Issues including
Through their the ‘Seat At The Table’
“It’s important that Hunter residents play
rehabilitation of land and job replaceproject, the Hunter Central Rivers Alliance
a central role in shaping the future of our
ment are some that need thorough
and Lock The Gate are aiming to build
region. Our Seat at the Table project aims
discussion and policy
to build a
implementation and
e invite all Singleton Shire residents with a passion for our region’s future to join us grassthey need to be resolved
roots,
before the mining comcommunity-owned
vision
for
a
post-coal
a
community-led
vision
for
a
post-coal
panies walk away with the funds that
Hunter economy. We want the Hunter to
Hunter region.
should go towards the solutions It is
be a great place to live and work for many
not all in the timing, it is also building
generations to come.”
“We’ve
conducted
door-to-door
surveys
forums that give powerful amplificaof hundreds of Hunter residents, and the
tion to the communities concerns and
“In November 2017, we held our first event
results indicate that almost everyone in
allow the truth to overcome vested
in Muswellbrook, a free dinner and comour
region
wants
to
begin
planning
for
a
interests.
munity conversation about the future of our
post-coal economy. No matter where you
sit in the debate about the costs and benefits region. Nearly 100 local residents came out
Convenor of the Hunter Central Rivers
to have their say.”

W

“On Saturday March
17th, we’ll be holding our
next dinner event, at the
Singleton Senior Citizen’s
Centre. We invite all
Singleton Shire residents
with a passion for our
region’s future to join us,
contribute to the community vision for the Hunter,
and enjoy a delicious free
meal made from locallysourced produce.”
“When we’ve developed
the community’s vision for the future of our
region, we’ll be calling on
our state government representatives - and aspiring
representatives - to put
the plan into action, and
commit to keeping Hunter
communities involved
in preparations for a
post-coal economy in the
region,” he said

The Willows Restaurant & Broke Village Store
The focal point of the Broke community and surrounding area
Groceries, Newsagent, Coffee Shop, Dine-In Restaurant, Delicatessen, Post Office, Bottle
Shop, Petrol Station & Tourist Information. Also stocks an exclusive range of Broke
Fordwich Wines.

Enjoy a meal at
The Willows Restaurant
ALL DAY MENU
BEER ON TAP
Dine in or al fresco
6

4 Wollombi St,
Broke
NSW 2330
Ph: 02 6579 1056

Open: 7 days:
Sunday to Wednesday
till 8 p.m.
Thursday to Saturday
till late.
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Aussie wine export growth continues
as Chinese market soars

ABC Rural
By Jemima Burt and Tom Nancarrow
New figures shows China has increased
its ground as Australia’s most valuable
export market for wine. (ABC Rural: Will
Ockenden)
China has again shown its dominance as
Australia’s most valuable wine market,
with new figures showing export value into
China increased by 42 per cent in the past
12 months.
Wine Australia’s export report shows total
exports to Greater China hit $853 million
in value, which is significantly higher than
the next-best United States on $461 million.

that is happening there, and exploring new
ways of living.”

Ferngrove has pursued a unique approach
to marketing its wine in China

Shiraz popular with consumers

Mainland China has become a booming
export market for Australian wine producers. (Supplied)

Red wine varieties were once again a
big winner, accounting for 74 per cent of
export value and outperforming white wine
domestically.
Mr Clark said Australian red varieties,
including the popular shiraz, had struck a
chord with Chinese consumers.
“Red wine resonates strongly in the China
market, and it is over 90 per cent of our
exports,” he said.
“The success we have had is because we

Total Australian
wine exports also
showed substantial
growth across the
board from the 12
months ending September 2017, with
value growing 13
per cent to hit $2.44
billion and just
under 800 million
litres in volume.

Winemakers excited for growth
Yalumba managing director Nick Waterman, in South Australia’s Barossa Valley,
said the sustainable growth of exports had
proven surprising.
“I think there was a lot of expectation in
general by the wine industry, but I think
most people would not have predicted such
exponential growth,” he said.
“It is moving from
what has traditionally
been seen as a healthy
option, and now it is
becoming more of
a lifestyle option as
well.
“As the country’s
population becomes
wealthier, we are seeing it move away from
the five-star hotels and
tier one cities, and into
the general restaurant
trade.”

Wine Australia
chief executive
Andreas Clark
said the rise of the
Chinese market in
particular had been
significant for the
local industry.
“The story in China
has been quite remarkable,” he said.

have really worked hard in the market.

Despite trailing more
traditional markets
like the United States
and the United Kingdom, Mr Waterman
said the growth in
China looked likely to
take out top spot for
his winemaker in the coming years.

“There is a real emerging wine culture …
there is still a long way to go in China.

“We had seven years of negative value
growth, so in the last three years we have
been in positive growth territory.”

“I envisage within the foreseeable future
it will become the largest market for us by
value,” he said.

“It is all part of the trend to westernisation

February 2018
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tennis club for Kids
Wollombi and Broke Tennis Club

work. Teaching the framework of key skills “first”
allows the more intricate skills
to fall into place.
Tennis is a family, life long
and a world sport. By hitting
a lot of balls you can learn to
play. With some Leader Skills
you can go all the way.” Chris
said.

ANZ Tennis Hot Shots is tennis for kids!
It’s a program designed to help every child,
no matter their age or ability, jump in and
start playing tennis.
ANZ Tennis Hot Shots is played on smaller
courts with modified equipment, including
lighter racquets, lower nets and low compression balls that don’t bounce too high.
With four fun stages (Blue, Red, Orange
and Green), qualified Tennis Australia
coaches help guide kids every step of the
way.
ANZ Tennis Hot Shots is not only heaps of
fun, it’s also a great way to encourage kids
to maintain an active lifestyle. Apart from
skills like agility, flexibility and speed, the
program will help kids learn important
social skills, making lots of friends along
the way.
Even better, you can be sure the child is
playing at a level that’s right for them, with
an ANZ Tennis Hot Shots program and
stage to suit every age and ability.
And now there is an opportunity for the Hot
Shots program to be available at Broke.
Hunter Valley resident, Chris Herden is
enthusiastic about bringing his coaching
skills to Broke. Chris has been running his
coaching sessions in Wollombi for the last
3 years and believes there is a need for the
children in Broke to benefit.

All children who enrol will be involved in
the Tennis Australia Hot Shots program and
are eligible for a free Hot Shots t-shirt.
The cost is $15 per child for a 1.5 hour
class every week and at the end of the year
we have a prize-giving afternoon. Children
of all abilities and ages are catered for.
Chris supplies racquets and low compression balls. He is hoping to conduct a junior
league this year as well as holiday programs.
Tennis Hot Shots program:
Suitable for children in Prep, Grade 1 and
Grade 2.
A great introduction to basic tennis
technique and focusing on improving
perceptual motor skills in a fun, play based
environment.
Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) components:
•
Mixture of cross training using other
sports for tennis related activities (cricket,
soccer, t-ball, basketball) helping children
to further develop their hand-eye co-ordination. Tennis is still the main focus. Foam
and low compression balls-smaller bats/
racquets.

•
Agility, tracking, manipulative skills
and coordination along with body and
spatial awareness, it also covers concepts
in making decisions, resolving conflicts
and managing stress are just a few of the
affective objectives detailed for each “Life”
lesson. Basic concepts such as self -esteem,
confidence (success), communication, discipline, appropriate behaviour, sportsmanship, nutrition, setting and achieving goals,
personal behaviour, decision-making,
appreciation and consideration are focused
on in the program.
Orange ball coaching programs (Ages
7-10yrs) and Green ball 11-12 years available. Weekly League-Grades 3-6 (open to
all levels)

Times:
Coaching -After school.
League (to be confirmed)
Want to know more? Contact Chris Herden
Enquiries and bookings: 0400 331 553

Classes for adults as
well.
“ Have fun, meet new friends. Tennis
classes for adults all abilities-includes skill
development, drills and game play. $15 per
lesson-1.5 hours”
Enquiries and bookings: 0400 331 553

Chris is a Tennis Australia Club
Professional, and was NSW junior
ranking player, a US college representative with 25 years international/
Australian coaching and playing
experience. He is a registered Hot
Shots provider and has a Degree in
Physical Education.
“Our junior tennis program combines
our own Leader System, with Tennis
Australia Hot Shots to deliver a state
of the art tennis program. The Hot
Shot Red, Orange, Green & Yellow balls offer players a progressive
pathway while the Leader System
develops players through stroke
production, court positioning, tactics,
sportsmanship, etiquette and team
8
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New Committee - Broke Fordwich Wine and
Tourism Association
The Broke Fordwich Wine and Tourism
Association (BFWTA) has elected a new
committee at the recent annual general
meeting.
Some first-time members and a couple of
‘old’ members form the new committee.
The new President, Jody Derrick has served
on the committee for several years. With
a solid background in retail management,
Jody with her husband, Richard, runs a successful transport logistics company. Jody
operates a holiday accommodation business
in Broke.
Helping Jody, in the role of Vice-President
is Randi Thraves. Randi also operates a
holiday accommodation business in Broke
and with her husband, Rob run a catering
business.

Back on the team after many years, is
ex-president, Wendy Lawson of Catherine
Vale vineyard.
Wendy will bring a deep knowledge and
wide-ranging skills set to the committee
- Wendy was a founding member of the
Broke Fordwich Tourism Association - as it
was known - over 18 years ago.
Paul Burgess continues as a committee
member. Paul owns a wine tour company
and he and his wife Margueriette operate
holiday accommodation in Broke.
New to the committee, Katherine Geering
owner and manager of Nightingale Vineyards. Katherine has a strong background
in international investment and real estate
and heads up a Sydney based real estate &
agricultural projects investment group.

Another new committee member, Phil
Jones, Cellar Door Manager/Assistant
Viticulturist at Glenguin Estate will also be
able to bring his skills and knowledge as a
digital professional to the team.
Ken McCraw retains his role as Treasurer.
Ken runs a olive grove and cattle farm as
well as operating a busy tour and shuttle
business.
In addition, he and his wife Karren own
and operate holiday accommodation.
Mike Wilson remains as secretary and has
been in that role for several years.
The BFWTA holds a place on the committee for a member of the community and
Mike fills this position.

A great night out

Bingo

1st Monday of the month
6:30 Bulga Community Hall
Bring a plate to share
Enquiries Phil Reid 65745237
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Proposed DAILY BUS SERVICE TO RUN FROM
BROKE TO SINGLETON

Community
support request

A group of community members from
Broke have got together to assess the viability of a bus service to Singleton here is
their concept:
Unfortunately, our community has been
fending for itself in terms of transport for
those important every-day trips to Singleton since the horse and cart era.
As our kids leave school and people needing to work, a solution seems imminent and
it needs to be implemented sooner rather
than later. The Transport Department of
NSW can’t help with this and it’s outside
our Council’s jurisdiction.
The only way it will be possible is by
private venture. Our proposed daily commuter service will make us a truly selfreliant community with (planned) routes to
cover Bulga, Mt Thorley to Singleton and
back again at sensible intervals through the
morning and afternoon daily runs.

Our shuttle will become an invaluable
service, particularly for students going to
TAFE, work or for parents who cannot
drive them.

you haven’t received a leaflet, please let
the Post Office know and we’ll deliver
more. We are hoping that this service will
become a much-needed asset for our community and appreciate your support in this
venture.

Potentially, we could miss out on great
educational or job opportunities simply because we have no way of getting there. But
also, for those who need to go shopping, to
Dr’s and other appointments, sporting and
social events.
To put this service in place, the interest
and it’s viability needs to be assessed. With
this in mind, we have placed a brief YES/
NO leaflet in your mailboxes to fill and
hand back to the Post Office staff when
you pop in to collect your mail. This is the
most important aspect to kick this off. If

Advertising Rates

Linking the Communities of Broke Fordwich Bulga & Milbrodale

Business Card
Quarter page
Half page
Full Page

90 mm x 50 mm
90 mm x 135 mm
185 mm x 135 mm
185 mm x 270 mm

$26
$65
$130
$260

The Cockfighter Editorial:
Tom Jackson phone: 6574 5266
Eden Anthony 6579 1259
mail@hunterstay.com.au

BULGA
COAL

Environment and
Community Contacts
Ralph Northey - Bulga Coal
Environment and Community Manager
T: 6570 2539 M: 0418 439 874
ralph.northey@glencore.com.au

Community complaints line
24 hours a day, 7 days a week
1800 332 693
You can also view our approvals, management plans
and environmental monitoring data on the website.
Go to www.bulgacoal.com.au and click on
the Publications tab on the menu.
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New Funding for Broke Bulga Landcare Group - targeting
deadly weed
The Broke Bulga Landcare Group Inc has
only sample we really need if we suspect
just been informed that Hunter Local Land
Services is offering the group a three year
Partnership to work on weed control in the
Wollombi Brook in the area from Herbert
Street Bridge to the vicinity of Monkey
Place . The project is expected to be
valued at $100,000. The funds should be
available around July/August 2018.
The group visited sites along the Brook
in December and will be contacting those
property owners and others not previously
contacted.
Further interest can be made by contacting
Wendy Lawson 65791334 or Roy Palmer
65791224 .
The Landcare group has contacts of some
property owners but if there is anyone
else who has weeds also along Wollombi
Brooke we would be happy to have their
contact.
Do you have Green Cestrum on your
property?

A major target for the group is Green
Cestrum

Funding is ready to go to eradicate this
weed. It frequents the water ways in the
Valley. If you have this weed please ring
Fiona Marshall on 0429455492.
The best time to treat the weed is in Autumn and funding has to
be used by June. Please
contact her if you have
this invasive weed.

green cestrum is a little sample of liver.

‘‘It causes massive necrosis [death] of the
cells of the liver. It can kill them within
hours. Green cestrum is a huge problem.’’
Its continuing rapid spread across the region, particularly along waterways including the Hunter River, has led to the rapid

CATTLE and sheep
are dying sudden and
possibly painful deaths
because of the rapid
spread this toxic weed
in the Upper Hunter
that started as a scented
suburban garden plant.
Green cestrum, which
kills animals’ liver cells
and leaves them dead

Hunter property showing mature plant eradication method

within hours of eating
just a few leaves, was
‘‘probably the most
toxic plant we have
in the area’’, said
Hunter Local Land
Services district veterinarian Digby Rayward.
‘‘Usually we see it in
cattle. We do a lot of
post-mortems, and the

February 2018

death of an unknown number of animals,
caused tension between property holders,
and prompted state and local government
authorities to issue warnings.
Green cestrum (Cestrum parqui) is a class
3 noxious weed under the NSW Noxious
Weeds Act, and identified as a plant which
must be ‘‘fully and continuously suppressed and destroyed’’.
It is toxic to animals, including cattle,
sheep, horse, pigs and poultry, and to
humans, according to the NSW Department
of Primary Industries
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OUR WILDLIFE

COMMUNITY GROUPS AND
ORGANISATIONS

Broke Bulga Landcare Group Inc.
C/o President, Wendy Lawson
PO Box 120, Broke NSW 2330
Broke Fair Committee
Secretary, Maxine Alexander
alexandermaxine6@gmail.com

Broke Fordwich Wine & Tourism Assoc.
Secretary, Mike Wilson
secretary@brokefordwich.com.au
Broke Bush Fire Brigade
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 2330
Broke Community Hall
Kathleen Everett (02) 6579 1470
Broke Public School
Principal/P&C Association,
Cochrane Street, Broke NSW 2330
Bulga Milbrodale Progress Association
President - John Krey
		
6574 5376
PO Box 1032, Singleton 2330
bmpa.contact@bigpond.com
Bulga Rural Fire Brigade
Captain: Adrian Gallagher 6574 5100. Permit officers:
A Gallagher 6574 5100 and B Anderson 0417 403 153
Bulga Community Centre Inc.
Secretary Belinda Passlow 65745113
Bookings: Claudette Richards ph: 6574 5495
NSW Rural Fire Service Hunter Valley District
2161 Putty Road Bulga 2330
Phone 6575 1200, Fax 6575 1299
email huntervalley.team@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Manager: Superintendent Ashley Frank.
Justice of the Peace
Tom and Sue Jackson 6574 5266
Graeme O’Brien 6574 5185
John Darr, Broke 0437 173 277
Joan McNamara 6579 1057
Milbrodale Public School
Principal/P&C Association
Putty Road, Milbrodale NSW 2330
National Parks and Wildlife Service- Upper Hunter
Area Bulga and Scone
Peta Norris, Putty Road, Bulga
NSW 2330 6574 5555
Palliative Care Volunteers
for Singleton & Cessnock
Kath Watkinson (02) 65722121
PID Admin
Saywells
12 Vincent St CESSNOCK
office@saywells.com
PID - Private Irrigation
admin@bfpid.com.au
Water On/Off 1300 767 118

The Powerful Owl is Australia’s largest owl, reaching a height of over half a metre. It
is mottled dark grey-brown with a paler underside that is heavily marked with a bold
grey-brown V shaped barring. It has distinctive large golden eyes in an erect head. Its
legs are feathered and it has powerful feet which are a dull yellow. Powerful Owls eat
a range of small to medium-sized tree - dwelling, especially the Greater Glider and
Possums. They also eat insects, rabbits and birds such as Kookaburras and Magpies.
Pairs of Powerful Owls occupy territories of up to 1000 hectares, in tall open forests,
They roost by day and hunt by night. Clearing has reduced the large area of forest
required by this owl to survive. They are on the vulnerable list from NPWS.
We had a pair of these beautiful owls living in our area but haven’t seen or heard them
for a few years now.
Elizabeth
Joeys Retreat

&

Trades Services Directory

St Andrews Anglican Church Broke
Parish Secretary at 6571 1414

CARRIER - General
John Lamb
6574 5205
Mob 0427 695 468

St Marks Anglican Church
C/o Marie Mitchell
Inlet Road, Bulga NSW 2330

CATTERY
Jan Pennell
6579 1450

The Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church Broke
Paul O’Toole
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 2330

Cleaners - Professional
Hunter Valley Cleaning Group
Hospitality and Private Cleaning
0439-841-487
huntervalleycg@gmail.com

Wildlife Rescue, Rehabilitation and Release
www.wildlifeaid.org.au 0429 850 089

The Cockfighter is a not-for-profit community
service publication run by volunteers
Editor: Tom Jackson
Secretary: Sarah Purser
Production: Eden Anthony
Accounts: Ken McCraw
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POWERFUL OWL (Ninox strenua)

COMPUTERS & COMMUNICATIONBruce Cowan
6579 1130
DIGITAL PRINT & DESIGN
BINK Creative
4990 3230
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Robert McLaughlin
0405 555 901
rob.mac46@hotmail.com

Want to list your services?
Just $60 per year
65791259 mail@hunterstay.com.au

GOURMET FOODS
Marian Waite
6579 1063
Mob 0409 791 063
marian@riverflatsestate.com.au
Mechanical & Automotive
Services
Beyond Broke
Mechanical & Automotive
Services
Jason McCraw
Licensed Motor Vehicle Repairer
0414 264 515
jmccraw@harboursat.com.au
beyondbrokemechenical.com.au
NATURAL THERAPIES
Gale Matley
6579 1401
PIANO LESSONS
Jan Pennell
6579 1450

POOL & YARD MAINTAINANCE
Anthony Smolenaers
65791228 or 0400 367025
REAL ESTATE
Taylor Real Estate Hunter Valley
1300 803 300
0404 494 482
Catherine@taylorproperty.com.au
Taylorproperty.com.au
PO Box 3 Broke NSW 2330
Vineyard Services
Bright Vine Services
Vineyard consulting
0410625540
jennybright@bigpond.com
www.brightvineservices.com.au
563 Wollombi Rd, Broke NSW 2330
WINE MAKING
Michael McManus
6579 1400
Mob 0403 014 787
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