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From The Editor: SHOULD IT BE
‘COLD’ SEAM GAS EXPLORATION?
Tell me I’m paranoid (most readers do), but
am I alone in feeling the wintry, methaneclogged blast of coal seam gas development raising its horrible head-from-thedead in our little oasis of tranquillity?
Surely not—considering that years ago, a
Liberal Premier, just like the current one,
forbade csg exploration within a couple of
kilometres of residential areas, vineyards
and livestock holdings; surely not (again)
when other states have banned fracking
outright, and when our current Premier,
God bless her, admonishes her (and our)
national leader for blasting NSW over its
csg ban. Ms Berejiklian’s comments were
all the more imbued with a stateswomanlike quality when you consider that there
are Canberra mutterings about changing
NSW’s GST formula if this state doesn’t
allow wholesale csg exploration. And all
because of the entrenched ideology—a
la John Anderson and current Nationals
Leader Barnaby Joyce (favourite for the
Dominion’s New Zealander of the Year
Award)—which drives the Lib’s partnerin-grime headlong towards a resurrection
of a discredited, dangerous and, potentially
disabling industry. Health analysts gave
up on this stuff decades ago—and yet the
Nats have the gall to allege that the nation
is buggered unless we resume the use of
lethal condiments to get the gas out of the
ground, while blitzing our water tables in
the process?
What’s the alternative, some pro-csg proponents ask me, to crippling energy costs in
the home and possible blackouts this long,
(possibly) soggy summer? Well, don’t ask
me- because I’ll pass the ball directly to
the Clean Coal Camp—as promoted by
one Feng Weizhong. Feng isn’t likely to
cause any friction with the Clean-Coalis-a Myth faction in Oz, because he is a
hands-on operator of a power plant much
further away—in Shanghai, in fact. I know
this will arouse ire with friends who claim
the science on clean coal is irrefutable, but
Weng has a certain advantage; he is producing the factual figures by using technology, the likes of which are unknown in our
straitened scientific circles.
The figures-- which as a convinced Sinophile and admirer of Chinese get-up-andgo, I accept: Feng is General manager at
Waigaoqiao No. 3 where he produces 138
% as much electricity as Victoria’s catastrophe of coal consumption at Yallourn.
The Shanghai plant emits only 13 % as
much carbon dioxide equivalent and the
figures get better with measuring how
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much of the energy in the coal ends up
as electricity—more than 165 % that of
Yallourn. And Feng is adamant the reason
is simple: clean coal. He is supportive of
renewables and China is driving these
hard; but clean coal is bringing new life to
an old industry. That is why the Central
Government is driving Waigaoqiao No.
3 to work in renovating outdated plants
and reducing coal use and emission while
using the ‘black gold’ for at lest 55 % of
its energy demands for years to come.
Why not here?—well, it’s a long story but
nobody with business experience with our
current national energy shenanigans would
risk a brass razoo in coal investment at the
moment, with policy changing, it seems,
week to week.

September Rainfall

Diary
2 December

9.00 mm

Dates

Bulga Milbrodale
Community Christmas
Party

First Sunday of the Month
Broke Village Markets
Other dates to add to your calendar
14th Oct

Opera In The
Vineyards 2017

21st Oct

Midnight Oil

As usual, that leadership we bemoan for its
absence in Canberra so often explodes into
action because of local initiatives: hence
the notice on this page in relation to what
could well be a change-maker for businesses throughout the Hunter. We thank Stewart
Ewen and John Drayton for their input,
with best wishes for the Pokolbin date.

4th Nov

80’s Fest

11th Nov

A Day On The Green,
Stevie Nicks

18th Nov

Live, The Reunion
World Tour

25th Nov

SummerSalt

Readers will remember our introductory item some months ago regarding the
rehabilitation work at Glencore’s Mangoola
Open Cut workings. Now in its seventh
year of operations, the mine has completed nearly a third of the 1500 hectares
of rehabilitation planned for the life of
the diggings. And it isn’t just about the
ironbark afforestation that catches the eye
of the many public and professional groups
who visit the site—notable are the wildlife
refuges and nesting boxes (a collaboration
with the Men’s Shed at Denman), the work
on the creek zone and even the salvaging of
timber from some clearing work. I understand viewing platforms are on the agenda
with a guided walk programme. More of it.
(Tom Jackson)

2nd Dec

Yusuf / Cat Stevens

16th Dec

A Day On The Green

10th Feb

Crossroads in the
Vines

24th Feb

A Day On The Green

10th Mar

A Day On The Green,
James Blunt

24th Mar

Cross roads in the
Vines, Country

MAJOR HUNTER VALLEY WINE
COUNTRY DESTINATION MARKETING CAMPAIGN
John Drayton and Stewart Ewen have been
tasked to bring in “pledges” of at least
$200,000 from businesses to support a
major destination marketing campaign that
will boost our visitation to Hunter Valley
Wine Country
If they bring in the $200,000 in pledges,
both Cessnock City Council and Singleton
Council will also provide good funding
towards the campaign and partner with
Destination NSW who will develop the
campaign and implement it. And every $1
put in dnsw will also contribute a $1.

The goal is to have a total of $300,000
which will provide $600,000 for a very aggressive marketing campaign.
All the Chambers of Commerce have already provided pledges to the campaign.
Information session:
THURSDAY NIGHT THE 12TH OF
OCTOBER AT BEN EAN, 119 MCDONALDS ROAD, POKOLBIN AT 5.30 PM
Phone 4993 6700 during business hours
and register your name and phone number.

If you cannot make it on the night, but want
to find out more, you can pick up a pledge
form at the Hunter Valley Visitor Information Centre or the Hunter Valley Wine &
Tourism Association.
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Robert Lusby heads Tintilla Estate. This is
an edited version of his latest blog – the full
story can be found on tintilla.com.au

possible in places such as South Australia
and California where summer rains do not
threaten the grapes.

industrial wines. As Robert Parker commented “no other country appears capable
of producing an $8 wine as well as it does”.

While this is stating the obvious it is becoming more important than ever to define
our region as a fine wine producer in order
to distinguish us from the flat land large
acre industrial vineyards that produce so
much of the “brand Australia” every day
drinking wines.

Bordeaux, Tuscany and the Hunter have no
way of doing this and indeed achieve good
ripening which enables their winemakers
to produce fine wines that more naturally
reflect the terroir. There is active research
into the physiological effects of high sugar
fruit at harvest, so called “dead or alive”

So how do we build the image and story
of our fine wines? We need to promote
our best wines not only by describing their
physical tasting characteristics but also in
terms of the unique terroir and the people
behind them. In the Hunter we need to face
the difficulties of promoting our region

harvest on the vines, their longevity and
productivity. It remains to be seen what the
outcome will be.

with the interests of our customers to the
forefront. Our Wine legends promotion has
always concerned me as being inward looking and while important for the local industry it does not reach out to our customers
and is not really promoting the valley.

Following on from my last blog where I
discussed the unique attributes of geology,
climate and soils of the Hunter it seems
only logical to make the case for the Fine
Wines produced here and the important
stories behind our region. Of course there
are special patches of exceptional grape
growing often alongside more moderate
blocks. But it is often the case that the final
blend is a combination of the two.
Local knowledge has helped winemakers
select the best grapes from these wellknown patches but with the renewed plantings in the last 25 years newer blocks of
well suited vineyard and grape variety have
emerged.
The Hunter as a region has clearly developed a reputation for its Semillon and
Shiraz but within the region we recognize
special areas where the grapes excel— Semillon for example in vineyards along the
Rothbury Creek near Hermitage Road has
developed its most valued and awarded
qualities.
Hunter Shiraz has a unique” taste of place”
being softer and more subtle than some of
the other regional block buster versions.
Some years ago I visited my surgical
colleague Jim Watts who developed Fox
Creek Vineyard in Maclaren Vale. Walking through the vineyard I noted the shiraz
grapes were all shriveled and asked him
why they hadn’t picked the grapes. He said
they weren’t ready yet!
The Shiraz shrivel has emerged in part re-

sponse to Robert Parker and the search for
ultra ripe shiraz (Maclaren Vale Jam). Not
everyone has access to low yielding old
vines so newer vineyards chasing the ultra
ripe product use longer hang times as a substitute. Of course these extreme hang times
create wines with high alcohol and need the
rich fruit to help disguise the alcohol.
The practice of prolonged ripening is only
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In recent years there has been a small move
away from this style of wine but in wine
shows they attract attention due to their
powerful concentration and standout appearance. Being able to finish a bottle over
dinner on the other hand may be a problem.
The Hunter was developed in the European
tradition of small producers striving to produce wines that matched the terroir. It has
always been a table wine area even when
the rest of Australia’s wine regions were
mainly concentrating on fortified wines.

Maurice O’Shea was among the champions
of table wines maintaining the French tradition in which he was trained. Fine wines
have been our thing!
As wine export from Australia has become
a major industry we have been successful
in delivering even quality wines mainly
from irrigation dependent, low cost mechanized, flatland vineyards, the so called

It is not enough in my mind to get the fine
wine message out or to tell the story of the
Hunter. Its certainly not enough to get our
wines on the wine lists of most Sydney restaurants! Our story should sell our wines,
make people want them, and ask for them
when they go out. What we are currently
doing is clearly not enough although there
are pockets of success but we need to bring
everyone along to the table.

Telling a good story improves our customer appreciation of the wine, creating a
feeling for the Valley and its uniqueness.
We all have a direct interest in each other’s
success and in building the mystique that
ultimately defines the Hunter.
Building on the 175 years or so that has
seen many great characters –Busby,
Wyndham, King, Kelman, Lindeman,
3

Continued from page 3
O’Shea The Draytons and Tyrrells, Audry
Wilkinson, Max Lake and Len Evans to
name just a few who brought their efforts
to bear on developing this great region. We
need to convert what is folk- law and local
knowledge into a bigger story both in print
and word of mouth. Importantly it is not
enough to tell the story only once, it needs
to repeated often and to the next generations.
I would argue we now have Semillon,
Chardonnay and Shiraz equal to anything
from France or California, and unique terroirs to match. We should be shouting from
the roof tops about our fine wines.
Making sense of the Hunter is not just noting how many trophies from wine shows
or points a wine may get from various
wine writers but it also needs the story of
the wine. Appreciating the observed and

often unexplainable differences in wine,
and trying to understand the aspect or soil
or drainage or rainfall that may make wines
from one side of the road different to the
other can add interest to a wine. Looking at
aspects of the wine making, the selection of
yeasts or barrels and many other variables
can add to the story. Constantly building
the story of what makes a fine wine and
what to look for beyond the numerical assessment is important.
…..while the assessment by a wine judge or
writer is a good pointer its not in the realms
of an exact science. The full story of a wine
is not really quantifiable.
It would be nice to see an attempt to link
the biology of a grape variety, its suitability
to the terroir, the geography and climate
and the history of human input in assess-

ing the full story of the wine. Of course the
“objective” approach to wine appreciation
cannot predict or explain the changes that
come with ageing of wine, although some
grape varieties do tend to behave in certain
patterns on an individual basis its hard to
know.
We have a great story to tell with Hunter
Valley Semillon and the greater the interest
the more the wine is appreciated.
In a world where wine can be purchased
for $6 or $60 or $600, it is the story of the
wine, the mystique, the perception and the
quality that are all important. The Hunter
cannot and should not compete with the
low cost flat land vineyards. Our long term
survival depends on producing quality fine
wines and on telling the story that creates
interest beyond just the taste of the wine.

Wine sector welcomes wine export and tourism investment
The grape and wine sector has welcomed
the launch of the Australian Government’s
$50 million Export and Regional Wine
Support Package by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Agriculture and Water
Resources, the Hon Barnaby Joyce, and Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water
Resources, Senator Anne Ruston.
Australian Vignerons, the Winemakers’
Federation of Australia and Wine Australia
have worked in close consultation with
the Australian grape and wine sector to
develop the business plan for the Package,
which will be delivered over three years.
The Package comprises four distinct
programs that aim to transform the sector
by enhancing and showcasing the nation’s
wine tourism offering while driving further
demand for Australia’s growing wine
exports.
Australian Vignerons Independent Chair
Jo Andrew praised the manner in which all
parties had supported the opportunity pro-

vided by the Package. ‘This funding allows
Australian growers and makers of wine to
build on the excellent recent results in both
domestic and international markets. This
is a great outcome from the collaboration
between the wine sector, WineAustralia and
the Federal Government.’

opportunity’.

Wine Australia Chair Brian Walsh said,
‘Our thanks to Deputy Prime Minister
Joyce and Minister Ruston for their enduring commitment to supporting the growth
Continued pg 11

Winemakers’ Federation of Australia
President Sandy Clark
said, ‘The $50 million
Package provides a
once in a generational
opportunity to grow
demand for Australian
wine. It will benefit
all winemakers and
provide a lasting platform for profitability
throughout the supply
chain, and I would like
to thank all those who
have got behind this
initiative. It is now up
to us to maximise the

Cellar Door and Tourism
Grant
Through the $10 million Wine Tourism and Cellar Door Grant,
which is designed to encourage wine tourism, wine producers who
meet the eligibility criteria will be able to access an annual grant
of up to $100,000 (plus GST) for eligible cellar door sales from
2018–19.
Wine Australia will administer this grant on behalf of the Australian
Government and wine sector consultation on the draft guidelines is
expected to start soon.
4
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Singleton leads the way in soft
plastics recycling with first Plastic
Police Partnerships launch in the
Hunter
Recycling Shop and

oft plastics will be targeted in Singleton Council’s latest initiative to
reduce waste with the official launch
of a new alliance with Plastic Police
Partnerships this morning.

the Garden Organics
collection.
“I have no doubt the
Plastic Police Partnerships initiative will be
an avenue for people to
continue to reconsider
what they throw away
and reduce the waste
going into landfill.”

The Waste Management Facility on Dyrring Road will be a collection point for soft
plastics, such as plastic shopping bags, chip
packets and packaging, which will then be
passed on to the Plastic Police for recycling
into usable items such as benches.
Mayor of Singleton, Cr Sue Moore and
Samantha Cross from Plastic Police Partnerships were part of a special event at the
Waste Management Facility recently mark-

Samantha Cross from Plastic Police Partnerships and
Mayor of Singleton, Cr Sue Moore, officially cut the
plastic ribbon at the launch. (The plastic ribbon will be
recycled.)

ing the first launch of the Plastic Police
Partnerships in the Hunter.
Cr Moore said Council’s agreement with
Plastic Police Partnerships followed on
from the opening of the Burragan Recycling Shop last year and the introduction of
the Garden Organics collection earlier this
year.
“Singleton is getting quite a reputation for
our commitment to waste management, and
rightly so,” she said.
“Our community has told us that a commitment to sustainability and reducing our
environmental footprint was important to
them, which has been further demonstrated
in the way our residents have embraced
waste initiatives such as the Burragan

General Manager
Jason Linnane said
Council was excited to
be involved in a great
initiative that would
have significant results
for the community and
the environment.

“We’ve all seen soft plastics in the environment, either with plastic bags blowing
in the wind or chip packets littering our
streets,” he said.
“The agreement between Council and Plastic Police Partnerships will change the way
we look at this kind of litter as a valuable
resource that has the potential to become
other usable products.
“It’s a great credit to the people at Plastic
Police Partnerships for coming up with new
ways to use soft plastics, as well as Council’s waste team for identifying the potential of the program for our community.”
People can get involved in the program
by taking their soft plastics to the Waste
Management Facility for recycling.

The Willows Restaurant & Broke Village Store
The focal point of the Broke community and surrounding area
Groceries, Newsagent, Coffee Shop, Dine-In Restaurant, Delicatessen, Post Office, Bottle
Shop, Petrol Station & Tourist Information. Also stocks an exclusive range of Broke
Fordwich Wines.

Enjoy a meal at
The Willows Restaurant
ALL DAY MENU
BEER ON TAP
Dine in or al fresco
October 2017

4 Wollombi St,
Broke
NSW 2330
Ph: 02 6579 1056

Open: 7 days:
Sunday to Wednesday
till 8 p.m.
Thursday to Saturday
till late.
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Letters to the Editor:
28th September

and to witness and as such, frightening ….

Dear Editor ,

The dust and excessive explosion material
drifted towards the village of Broke , where
the local Public School is located .

I write urgently to register in the strongest
way possible the disastrous impact of the
Coal & Allied management of the Warkworth mine when undertaking an obvious
out of control explosion that occurred in
late September .
Numerous observers stated that the huge
orange plume that resulted is the worst
experienced in some 20 years .

As a local resident and the Chairman of
the HVPA I urge local residents to call for
a halt to all further explosive programs
until the situation is resolved to everyone’s
satisfaction .
If this requires health checks for residents
so be it .

The impact of an out of control explosion is
very well known , the health risks are huge

The seriousness of the above cannot be
underrated …previous mismanagement

22nd September 2017.

bait had been set and innocently devoured
what seemed (to her) to be an unexpected
“treat”

The Editor, Cockfighter.
RE article “New Era for Wild Dog Control
in the Upper Hunter”
At the risk of placing myself at odds with
private landholders who enthusiastically
place baits on their properties I have to
take issue with this proposal and the whole
concept of baiting on private properties.
We have just seen a much beloved family
pet fall prey to this practice. She was not
a dog who wandered but there had been
some recent changes in her immediate
environment and routine. It is plain she did
inadvertently wander into an area where a

I understand the problem of wild dogs (and
cats) and their practice of attacking and
killing both livestock and native wildlife.
There is undoubtedly a need to rid the area
of the problem, but attacking the symptoms
rather than the cause is not the answer.
Widespread poisoning is a very temporary
solution as the survivors breed more rapidly
to make up the losses.
Firstly, irresponsible pet ownership should
be policed by council and Local Land
Services. I know of several pet owners who

has occurred before but not to this scale,
it demands the community’s full attention
and action.
We should all expect the mines to honour
their obligations to report this event to the
relevant authorities.
The EPA have since advised they are
investigating.
I attach an image of the event
Yours Faithfully
Stewart Ewen OAM
Chairman of the HVPA

keep more than one dog none of which are
registered or de-sexed. For these people,
when a dog wanders off it is not an occasion of grief and frantic searching rather, it
is a matter of “useless dog, never was any
good” and they get another one! (or two)
Of course, these escapees will usually finish up in a National Park and breed.
I think there is a case for registration of
all dogs (and cats) to be monitored and
enforced. Additionally, unless the owner is
a registered breeder I believe compulsory
de-sexing should be mandated. Animals
that are de-sexed are generally cleaner in
their habits and less inclined to wander (in
search of a mate)
Continued pg 11

A great night out

Bingo

1st Monday of the month
6:30 Bulga Community Hall
Bring a plate to share
Enquiries Phil Reid 65745237
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Singleton applies for $12.87m in latest Resources for Regions funding

S

ingleton Council General
Manager Jason Linnane
and Mayor of Singleton, Cr Sue
Moore, are looking for a more
successful outcome from the
latest Resources for Regions
funding to continue the upgrade
of the Singleton Town Centre.
Further upgrades to the Town
Centre and a community exhibition space with a combined price
tag of just 4 per cent of the mining
royalties that come from Singleton
each year are the focus of Singleton
Council’s Expressions of Interest in
the latest round of the State Government’s Resources for Regions
program.

“The Resources for Regions program
was established to support communities impacted by coal mining, and
as the biggest contributor of mining
royalties to the NSW annual budget,
I’d expect Singleton to be given due
consideration.
“There are 17 coal mines operating
within our local government area
producing about 57 million tonnes of
coal each year with a gross regional
product of $3.712 billion.

Mayor of Singleton, Cr Sue Moore, said
Council had applied for a total of $12.87
million – including $4.62 million for an
exhibition space at Townhead Park and
$8.25 million for the continuation of the
Town Centre Revitalisation Project –
which equated to about 4 per cent of the
$498,285,667 paid to the State Government
in mining royalties from Singleton each
year.
Council received just half of the $7 million
it requested in the previous round to deliver
the second stage of the Singleton Town
Centre upgrade.
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“If the heavy vehicles and machinery,
environmental considerations and
social implications that come with
that doesn’t demonstrate a significant
impact on our local infrastructure and
the people of Singleton, then I don’t know
what does.

Singleton Council General Manager Jason Linnane and
Mayor of Singleton, Cr Sue Moore,

Cr Moore said she was looking for Singleton to be more successful this time around.
“We were disappointed to receive only $3.5
million in the previous round of Resources
for Regions, which meant that although we
were halfway to delivering the second stage
of the Town Centre for our community, we
were still halfway short,” she said.
“Council raised concerns with the Deputy
Premier, the Minister for Infrastructure,
the Minister for Resources and Energy
and Member for Upper Hunter Michael
Johnsen.

“We don’t believe we’re asking for a lot in
this latest round of the Resources for Region program, particularly in comparison to
the contribution from our area to the benefit
of NSW.
“But $12.87 million will deliver projects
that will make a significant difference to the
people who live and work in Singleton, and
contribute to a creative, vibrant, economically diverse and healthy community.”
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End of term round-up - Broke Public School

erm Three has concluded and it has
been an a very busy and exciting
term.

Aussie Bush Camp

Power FM and Footy Colours Day

Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music

We have enjoyed Mr Chris from the Upper
Hunter Conservatorium of Music coming
along every Tuesday teaching the students
keyboard, piano and choral. The students
who are participating in the choral group
performed at our final school assembly on
Thursday and it was just beautiful to listen
to their sweet tunes.

Each year the school has a major excursion and we joined with Milbrodale and
Jerrys Plains Public Schools to attend the
Aussie Bush Camp. It was 3 days of team
building, moving out of your comfort zone,
learning new experiences and having fun. A
fantastic time was enjoyed by students and
staff alike.
Premier’s Spelling Bee Competition

NAIDOC celebrations

To end the term Power FM radio station
came to the school to broadcast their breakfast show. This was combined with our
annual footy colours day to raise money
for the Cancer Foundation. Milbrodale
Public School joined us for this exciting
and wonderful day. Smokin Hot n Saucy
came along with the van for breakfast with
a number of locals popping in to buy some
renowned burgers to start their day. The
school canteen provided a great meal deal
opportunity for all students and throughout
the day the student’s participated in a range
of activities with local lad and ex-student
Kobe Davies lending his support teaching
the students some great football skills. The
school raised over $200 to go towards the
cancer foundation.
Hunter PSSA Regional Touch Squad

Once again the Singleton Small Schools
joined together at Milbrodale Public School
to celebrate NAIDOC week. It was a
wonderful day full of learning about and
engaging with Aboriginal educators.

Four students represented the school at
Rutherford Public School in the annual
Premier’s Spelling Bee competition. The
Students acquitted themselves very well in
both the junior and senior level.
Glencore Bulga Coal Working Bee

Book Week Parade

‘Escape to Everywhere’ was the theme for
this year’s book week parade. The students
had a fantastic time participating in a range
of activities based upon the theme and being engaged with some quality children’s
literature. The highlight of the day was the
book week parade held at the beginning of
the day.
8

One again Glencore Bulga Coal offered the
school a wonderful opportunity to upgrade
the student’s lunch eating area providing lovely new picnic tables and chairs,
repainting the canteen area in lovely bright
colours, revamping the rose gardens and
providing a cement slab for a life-size chess
board for the student’s enjoyment. After all
the work was completed the apprentices
enjoyed a friendly game of soccer with the
students.

Jai and Alex were selected for the Hunter
Region Touch team and travelled to Wagga
Wagga for the State Championships. Jai
was elected Captain for the team. Overall
the Hunter team scored 42 tried during the
championships and named 3rd in the state.
Jai was awarded the Coaches Award for
giving 100% each time he took to the field.
Congratulations to both boys.
Hunter PSSA Regional Cricket
Congratulations to Alex for making the
regional cricket team. He will spend 3 days
in Orange competing in the State Championships in November.
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BULGA
COAL

Environment and
Community Contacts
Ralph Northey - Bulga Coal
Environment and Community Manager
T: 6570 2539 M: 0418 439 874
ralph.northey@glencore.com.au

Community complaints line
24 hours a day, 7 days a week
1800 332 693
You can also view our approvals, management plans
and environmental monitoring data on the website.
Go to www.bulgacoal.com.au and click on
the Publications tab on the menu.

Advertising Rates

Linking the Communities of Broke Fordwich Bulga & Milbrodale

Business Card
Quarter page
Half page
Full Page

90 mm x 50 mm
90 mm x 135 mm
185 mm x 135 mm
185 mm x 270 mm

$26
$65
$130
$260

The Cockfighter Editorial:
Tom Jackson phone: 6574 5266
Eden Anthony 6579 1259
mail@hunterstay.com.au
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Pumped hydro storage ‘could make Australia run on renewable energy alone within 20 years’
Australia has the capacity to store up to
1,000 times more renewable energy than it
could ever conceivably need, according to
an analysis by researchers at the Australian
National University (ANU).
KEY POINTS:
·
Investment in renewables will see an
increased need for hydro storage, researchers say
·
Study found at least 22,000 suitable
locations for pumped hydro sites
·
Researchers say Australia could
transition to 100pc renewable energy in 20
years if just a few of those sites were built
ANU engineering professor Andrew Blakers has conducted a study looking into
pumped hydro sites and has concluded that
there are at least 22,000 suitable locations
nationwide.
Professor Blakers said if storage was
built at just a tiny fraction of those places,
Australia could transition to 100 per cent
renewable power within two decades.
“No matter where you are in Australia,
you will find a good pumped hydro site
not very far away from where you, or your
wind or your solar farm is located,” he
said.
Pumped hydro works by pumping water
uphill between two connected reservoirs
when power is plentiful, and dispatching
power to the grid when demand is high or
when wind and solar do not work.
ANU engineering research fellow Matthew
Stocks said a typical pumped hydro facility
could deliver maximum power for between

five hours and one full day.
The power could be quickly dispatched to
the grid, when needed.
“It can go from zero to full power in about
one minute,” Dr Stocks said.
The technology behind pumped hydro is
not new — a facility was opened in the
1970s at the Tumut 3 Power Station at
Talbingo in New South Wales.
Pumped hydro is also widespread in Europe, especially in the alpine parts of Italy,
Germany and France, and in Scandinavian
countries like Norway. It is also widely
used in Japan and the United States.
Professor Blakers said as investment in
renewable sources of energy like wind and
solar increases in Australia, the need for
pumped hydro storage would grow.
“We have so little solar and wind in the
system at the moment that we don’t need
the storage,” he said.
“Maybe now South Australia, at 50 per
cent wind and solar PV, is just getting to
the stage where it does need either strong
interconnection or a pumped hydro or both.
“But the other states will catch up and
will be at the 50 per cent level by the early
2020s I think, so they also need to start
planning with pumped hydro now.”
For the report, Professor Blakers, Dr Stocks
and their colleagues looked closely at tens
of thousands of sites Australia-wide.

In Victoria they estimated there were 4,400
potentially suitable sites capable of storing
11,000 gigawatt hours’ capacity, while
Tasmania could theoretically support 2,050
sites, adding 6,000 gigawatt hours’ of storage.
“The Great Dividing Range is the best
place,” Professor Blakers said.
“All the way from North Queensland down
to near Melbourne has thousands and thousands of sites.”
Professor Blakers said if pumped hydro
storage facilities were built at just a handful
of sites spread out nationwide, Australia
could run on renewables alone.
“Pumped hydro, high-voltage DC interconnectors between the states, solar photovoltaics, wind, batteries and demand management can do the whole job,” he said.
“Not just the whole job for electricity, but
the whole job for energy — electrify land
transport, electrify heating and cooling and
you could make 75 per cent cuts in Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions.
“And I think this is going to happen over
the next 15 or 20 years.”
The ANU researchers’ work was funded by
a $500,000 grant made by the Federal Government’s Australian Renewable Energy
Agency (ARENA).

They found the greatest density of pumped
hydro storage sites was in New South
Wales, where they estimated there was

Murray French passed away on Fathers
Day, 3rd September 2017 at home, which
is where he wanted to be after finding out
he had a losing battle on his hands four
weeks prior. His brothers and sisters came
from New Zealand, WA and QLD two
weeks before his passing, and they took
with them memories of Murray smiling,
joking, praying, reliving childhood memories and a strong handshake and lots of bear
hugs.
Murray wasn’t just anybody who lived
and died here in Broke, Murray was the
real deal, salt of the earth, so genuine
and a unique, principled individual who
loved life, helping people and someone
you could really count on. He was so
grounded in everything he did and used his

potential to build 29,000 gigawatt hours’
worth of storage capacity across 8,600
sites.

He loved everything about our adopted
little town, from the moment we first laid
eyes on the area in June 2011 when we
had exhausted areas to settle down in, we
found this little piece of paradise. He had
such big ideas and had such a big heart.
Always talked about his projects with zeal
like a little kid.

worn-out Bible to guide him everyday.
He loved working with his hands, realised
rather late in life that he had talent and noone could stop him from building things.
He also loved sculpturing and drawing.

I would like to give a heartfelt thanks to
all the good friends who came by with
your kind gestures, flowers, cake and
comforting words. I am overwhelmed by
all your generosity and a little surprised as
well that he was so well thought of.
Thank you for remembering
my Murray, from the bottom
of my heart.
Dinora French
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Letters to the editor from page 6
It appears some overly zealous landowners
take and set a disproportionate number of
baits than the size of their property would
dictate
The use of 1080 in baits has been banned in
many countries, it is a cruel death for both
target animals and domestic pets. Apparently, it is still permitted in Australia because
the Australian Veterinary Association lacks
a definition of “humaneness”. Anyone who
has seen the effects firsthand would agree it
is far from “humane”.
More widespread baiting and putting lethal
poison in the hands of private landholders
is not a solution. If baiting must continue
to be used it should be applied in a targeted
manner well within the area where the dogs
live and breed, the random nature of aerial
baiting is pointless.

There should be more emphasis and transition to more humane methods of humane
trapping and sterilisation. Ultimately
immunosterilisation/immunocontraception
promises more effective control. Research
into the use of Gonadotrophin is well advanced and is effective for both males and
females. Viral carriers of genetic modifiers
have also been shown to be effective
All lethal methods should be confined to
areas well inside Park boundaries.
For stock owners, there are other methods
of protecting animals; properly trained
Maremma dogs (trained to bond with the
stock not the owner), alpacas and donkeys
are all effective “guards”, but it seems there
is little awareness of the effective use of
natural “guards” where the herd resides.

The article speaks of the “emotional toll”
on farming families, but there is also a huge
emotional toll on losing a much-loved pet.
This “gung-ho” approach to encouraging the placement of more 1080 baits is
unlikely to improve the ongoing control of
wild dogs in a sustainable way and is likely
to result in the deaths of more domestic
dogs.
Simply put, it is an expensive, inhumane
and dangerous response to a problem that
should be more carefully targeted both in
control of the registration and de-sexing
of domestic dogs and a more concentrated
sustainable program of reducing breeding.
Judith Leslie
Bulga

From page 4 Wine sector welcomes wine export and tourism investment
of the Australian grape and wine sector
and their ongoing engagement with our
regional communities throughout the development of this Package.
‘We have convened a 9-person expert
Marketing Advisory Group drawn from different parts of the sector to provide advice
on the strategy and activities to be considered for Program 1 - accelerating growth in
international demand. This program, which
focuses on the United States and China
markets, aims to grow both demand for
our wine exports and showcase Australia’s
wine tourism offering and we will continue
to work with Tourism Australia to leverage
opportunities.
‘Program 1 is in addition to Wine Australia’s existing activities, through which there
is unwavering commitment to continued investment into the full breadth of Australia’s
export markets. We have already received
sector approval to commence some early
activities this year including Australian
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Wine Week in San Francisco and New York
and involvement in the Hong Kong Wine
and Dine Week in October.

have further information, including grants
guidelines and how to get involved, as it
becomes available.’

‘Wine Australia will be spending the next
few months developing materials for the
capability and capacity building portions
of Program 2, with a view to delivering the
first workshops, forums and online tools
early next year.

For further information about the Package,
including how to get involved and to view
the Business Plan, visit erwsp.wineaustralia.com.

‘Consultation with
the sector on the draft
guidelines for the
grants schemes under
Programs 2 and 3 is expected to start soon. We
are committed to keeping our grape and wine
community actively
involved throughout
this initiative and
I encourage all to
visit the Wine Australia
website where we will
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The Cockfighter Editorial:
Tom Jackson phone: 6574 5266
Eden Anthony 65791259
mail@hunterstay.com.au

COMMUNITY GROUPS AND
ORGANISATIONS

Broke Bulga Landcare Group Inc.
C/o President, Wendy Lawson
PO Box 120, Broke NSW 2330
Broke Fair Committee
Secretary, Maxine Alexander
alexandermaxine6@gmail.com

Broke Fordwich Wine & Tourism Assoc.
Secretary, Mike Wilson
secretary@brokefordwich.com.au
Broke Bush Fire Brigade
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 2330
Broke Community Hall
Kathleen Everett (02) 6579 1470
Broke Public School
Principal/P&C Association,
Cochrane Street, Broke NSW 2330
Bulga Milbrodale Progress Association
President - John Krey
6574 5376

		

PO Box 1032, Singleton 2330
bmpa.contact@bigpond.com
Bulga Rural Fire Brigade
Captain: Adrian Gallagher 6574 5100. Permit officers:
A Gallagher 6574 5100 and B Anderson 0417 403 153
Bulga Community Centre Inc.
Secretary Belinda Passlow 65745113
Treasurer and bookings Phillip Reid 65745237
NSW Rural Fire Service Hunter Valley District
2161 Putty Road Bulga 2330
Phone 6575 1200, Fax 6575 1299
email huntervalley.team@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Manager: Superintendent Ashley Frank.
Justice of the Peace
Tom and Sue Jackson 6574 5266
Graeme O’Brien 6574 5185
John Darr, Broke 0437 173 277
Joan McNamara 6579 1057

This Robust, spiny dragon has a triangular head with a loose beard-like throat pouch.
It is dark to yellowish-brown or pale grey above with a row of pale blotches on each
side of the back sometimes forming 2 stripes. It is well camouflaged and is often seen
foraging on roadside verges and basking on fence posts. It sleeps at night on a branch
or beneath a log, rock or in a burrow. It becomes torpid in winter and stays in a burrow plugged loosely with soil. When approached it freezes, and if threatened, stands
up, inflates its body and beard and gapes widely, showing its bright yellow mouth
lining. They breed in spring, females lay up to 3 clutches of 6 – 35 soft shelled eggs
from September to December in a short, sealed burrow. Hatchlings emerge 9 – 12
weeks. Diet consists of insects, flowers and fruits and some smaller lizards. They live
in dry woodlands and dry sclerophyll forests.
We have lots of these beautiful Lizards in our area.

Milbrodale Public School
Principal/P&C Association
Putty Road, Milbrodale NSW 2330

Weather is so warm for this time of year and no rain in sight. Please check your dams
as wildlife will come down to drink and sometimes they get caught in the mud from
near empty dams.

National Parks and Wildlife Service- Upper Hunter
Area Bulga and Scone
Peta Norris, Putty Road, Bulga
NSW 2330 6574 5555

Elizabeth
Joeys Retreat

Palliative Care Volunteers
for Singleton & Cessnock
Kath Watkinson (02) 65722121
PID Admin
Saywells
12 Vincent St CESSNOCK
office@saywells.com
PID - Private Irrigation
admin@bfpid.com.au
Water On/Off 1300 767 118
St Andrews Anglican Church Broke
Parish Secretary at 6571 1414
St Marks Anglican Church
C/o Marie Mitchell
Inlet Road, Bulga NSW 2330
The Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church Broke
Paul O’Toole
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 2330
Wildlife Rescue, Rehabilitation and Release
www.wildlifeaid.org.au 0429 850 089

The Cockfighter is a not-for-profit community
service publication run by volunteers
Editor: Tom Jackson
Secretary: Sarah Purser
Production: Eden Anthony
Accounts: Ken McCraw
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Trades Services Directory
CARRIER - General
John Lamb
6574 5205
Mob 0427 695 468
CATTERY
Jan Pennell
6579 1450
Cleaners - Professional
Hunter Valley Cleaning Group
Hospitality and Private Cleaning
0439-841-487
huntervalleycg@gmail.com
COMPUTERS & COMMUNICATIONBruce Cowan
6579 1130
DIGITAL PRINT & DESIGN
BINK Creative
4990 3230
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Robert McLaughlin
0405 555 901
rob.mac46@hotmail.com

Want to list your services?
Just $60 per year
65791259 mail@hunterstay.com.au

GOURMET FOODS
Marian Waite
6579 1063
Mob 0409 791 063
marian@riverflatsestate.com.au
Mechanical & Automotive
Services
Beyond Broke
Mechanical & Automotive
Services
Jason McCraw
Licensed Motor Vehicle Repairer
0414 264 515
jmccraw@harboursat.com.au
beyondbrokemechenical.com.au
NATURAL THERAPIES
Gale Matley
6579 1401
PIANO LESSONS
Jan Pennell
6579 1450

POOL & YARD MAINTAINANCE
Anthony Smolenaers
65791228 or 0400 367025
REAL ESTATE
Taylor Real Estate Hunter Valley
1300 803 300
0404 494 482
Catherine@taylorproperty.com.au
Taylorproperty.com.au
PO Box 3 Broke NSW 2330
Vineyard Services
Bright Vine Services
Vineyard consulting
0410625540
jennybright@bigpond.com
www.brightvineservices.com.au
563 Wollombi Rd, Broke NSW 2330
WINE MAKING
Michael McManus
6579 1400
Mob 0403 014 787
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