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Our magazine - named after Cockfighter 
Creek - So named in 1820 by John Howe and 
B. Singleton because one of their horses called 
Cockfighter was bogged here on their return 
trip from Wallis Plains (Maitland) to Patrick 
Plains (Singleton)

November 2016
October Rainfall   41mm
TOTAL to date  577 mm

DatesDiary

12 November Folk in Broke 
McNamara Park Broke

November (all) Sculpture in the 
Vineyard Wollombi 
Wine Trail

7 November  Bingo - Bulga 
Community Centre 

26 November Community Christmas 
Party Bulga Hall

5 December Bingo - Bulga 
Community Centre 

9 December Broke Village Christmas 
Carols

 Recreation Ground 
Cochcrane St Broke

10 December Outdoor 
Cinema Grays Inn 
garden Wollombi

12 December Community Christmas 
Party Wollombi

31 December New Years Eve 
fireworks	 Wollombi	
Tavern 

7-9 April 2017 A Little Bit of Italy in 
Broke 

10 September  Broke Village Fair and
2017 Vintage Car Display

First Sunday of the Month
Broke Village Markets

Other dates to add to your calendar
November
5th - You am I, Something for Kate & Spiderbait
19th - The Return of the Sugar Man Rodriguez
26th - Baby Animals, 
December
3rd - Garbage, The Temper Trap, The Preachers & 
Adalita
10th - Culture Club with support acts Kids In The 
Kitchen, Real Life, Wa Wa Nee, 1927 and Pseudo 
Echo
January
26-29th  - Slideapalooza
February 
11th - Simple Minds & The B-52’s
12th - James Taylor
18th - Bruce Springsteen & The E-Street Band
25th - Suzi Quatro

March
25th - Red Hot Summer Tour 2017

With Remembrance Day looming in our 
national consciousness, it’s timely that 
COCKFIGHTER  joins in the spirit of 
reflective gratitude to those who cemented 
the unique qualities of that consciousness 
by their service in our armed forces. As 
Editor (and son, small brother, nephew and 
mate  to relatives and others who sacrificed 
a hell of a lot through their time in two 
World Wars, the Malayan Emergency, Ko-
rea and Vietnam), I was moved to mark this 
occasion because of a story which I owe to 
the people behind the outstanding success 
of one of Australia’s great philanthropic 
endeavours: the Queensland State Branch 
of the Returned and Services League.  And 
it’s a story about therapy and an unusual 
face of therapy which COCKFIGHTER  
highlighted last month.

It’s with a little embarrassment that I 
mention, as an RSL member, that my 
determination to use the Queensland story 
was fired by a rather cranky motion from 
my local branch about the appearance of 
‘outsider’ branch representatives in booths 
in Singleton’s Gowrie Street Mall, selling 
tickets in the northern state’s Art Union. 
Apparently Singleton sub-branch felt this 
was impinging on their own efforts to raise 
funds for their own undeniably worthwhile 
projects. Well, my only answer to that is 
to query the NSW RSL  HQ’s complete 
absence from the Art Union area, which 
it abandoned, together with control of the 
lucrative RSL taxi business  years ago. Oh, 
and remember the RSL Clubs--? Ex-ser-
vicemen started them in the post-war era, 
but our control and identification with them 
is now relatively figurative (imagine how 
much of those poker-machine riches over 
the years  could have gone to helping the 
increasing number of Diggers who for one 
reason or another have hit the wall).  I well 
remember, in my years as Editor of the 
RSL organ Reveille, the determination of 
the Victorian RSL Branch and its marvel-
lously firebrand of a leader Bruce Ruxton - 
as they entered the world of poker machine 
legalisation south of the border- not to 
make the mistakes of NSW and surrender 
control of the clubs  to non-RSL interests.

So, as I await expulsion by my sub-
branch, I happily exacerbate these issues 
by relating the story of one P. Looker, a 

proud Quennslander  who I believe is more 
worthy of Australian of the Year nomina-
tion than some of the candidates the official 
panel bestows on an unsuspecting public 
(as does that other fountain of mysteries, 
the Australia Day awards committee).

Looker served for nearly 20 years in the 
Australian Army, enlisting at age 17 and  
medically discharged after three deploy-
ments to  the Solomons and East Timor. In 
that near-two decades, Looker traversed 
the posts of Catering Corps in the Army 
Reserve and Administration to switch to the 
role of Psychological Examiner, and in that 
time, completed a degree in Psychology. 
That first deployment to the Solomons was 
a dozen years ago, followed by two to East 
Timor.

In Looker’s own words, the mental strain of 
the last few years ( discharged 12 months 
ago)  could be attributed to full-time ser-
vice life, concern for a completely support-
ive spouse and children, and the demands 
of life ahead as a marriage celebrant.

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder can have 
many faces, but none is anything but hor-
rendous. It was not until veterans of similar 
background to Looker’s opened the way 
to the RSL-funded initiative Mates4Mates. 
On the face of it, their modus operandi 
seems a bit daunting—with ten other veter-
ans, Looker hooked onto the Kokoda Trek 
to complete 96 kilometres over Papua New 
Guinea’s Highlands to “find myself some 
more courage”. And it succeeded.

But there is more to the story than Koko-
da—Looker embarked on M4M’s Equine 
Therapy course in Darwin. Readers may 
recall our last issue and the story of Brenda 
Tanner who runs a similar project much 
nearer home, with a ‘Women’s Wellness 
Day” scheduled over the last few days of 
October. Brenda also features in a program 
with our Returned Diggers on Channel 9. 
Slouch hats off to Brenda and of course to 
that other wonderful woman in our story. 
Woman--?  Sorry, I forgot to mention the 
subject of our story is Pennie Looker, hap-
pily married Mum of three and as inspiring 
a story of rehabilitation and rebirth as you 
would expect to find anywhere (particularly 
in nominations for Australian of the Year).

(Tom Jackson)

From the Editor
SLOUCH HATS OFF TO OUR  QUEENSLAND RSL MATES



3November 2016

Returning on November 12, Lower 
Hunter Valley festival Folk In 

Broke has pulled together a fantastic 
lineup of Australian talent for its 2nd 
year.

Featuring acts across multiple 
genres including high energy Afro-
fusion band Bakoomba, up and 
coming roots and reggae act Black 
Bird Hum, Folk icon Liz 
Stringer, plus 
their very own 
busking comp co-
winner and Aus-
tralia’s Got Talent 
winner Fletcher 
Pilon, it’s sure to 
be an amazing day 
and night right in 
the heart of Broke 
Village at McNamara 
Park.
The festival will also 
include last year’s 
very popular Busk 
Stop and in a nod to all great folk 
festivals there will be a poet/speak-
ers corner for those wordsmiths 
amongst the crowd. 

TICKETS: 
facebook ‘Folk in Broke’

Festival returns to Broke for 
9th year 

The festival will once again team up 
with Sacred Tree Markets to offer 
up great food and markets stalls and 
there will be a licensed bar on site 
serving beer and wine.

Tickets are just $85 + booking 
fee and there 

is abundant free camping at 
McNamara Park. Kids 12 and 
under are free.



4 November 2016

The Upper Hunter Domestic Violence 
Committee raises awareness by 

hosting a White Ribbon fundraiser
The Upper Hunter Domestic Violence 
Committee has organised an event to help 
raise awareness and much needed funds to 
support White Ribbon Australia’s work to 
end men’s violence against women. The 
White Ribbon Breakfast will take place at 
the Singleton Youth Venue, Corner Bathurst 
and Pitt Streets on Monday, 28 November 
2016 at 8am.
Community members are invited to a BBQ 
Breakfast to raise awareness of domestic 
violence issues within Singleton Lo-
cal Government Area. The funds raised 
through gold coin donations will support 
primary prevention initiatives in schools, 
workplaces and the broader community.
Young people in our local community 

Environment and 
Community Contacts 

Community complaints line, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week  1800 332 693

You can also view our approvals, management plans 
and environmental monitoring data on the website.  

Go to  www.bulgacoal.com.au and click on  
the Publications tab on the menu. 

Ralph Northey - Bulga Coal  
Environment and Community Manager 
T: 6570 2539    M: 0418 439 874 
ralph.northey@glencore.com.au

Ned Stephenson - Bulga Underground
Environment and Community Coordinator 
T: 6570 2541    M: 0400 266 877 
ned.stephenson@glencore.com.au

BULGA
COAL

have created artworks as part of awareness 
raising activities, and the artworks will be 
displayed at the Youth Venue.
“Violence against women is at epidemic 
proportions. Devastatingly, over 12 months, 
on average, one woman is killed every 
week in Australia as a result of intimate 
partner violence,” Lindsay Rutherford, 
Manager of Singleton Family Support said.
“Murder is at the pointy end of a broad 
spectrum of violence against women. A 
spectrum that encompasses financial, ver-
bal, emotional, psychological, physical and 
sexual abuse, as well as workplace harass-
ment. They all form part of a devastating 
cycle of violence.
“And the women lost are not just statis-
tics – they are wives, mothers, daughters, 
grand-daughters, sisters, aunts, nieces, 

friends and colleagues. Most importantly, 
they are people, and the impact of the 
violence perpetrated against them is wide-
spread and long-standing.
“Violence against women is never a 
private issue. We are holding this event 
to help break the silence around violence, 
to raise awareness of the issue as well as 
funds to support work to bring violence 
against women to an end.
“We want people to know that it is vio-
lence against women is unacceptable, it 
is never the victim’s fault, help is always 
available and if you see something you 
should definitely say something. People 
need to know that they can make a differ-
ence; bringing an end to men’s violence 
against women will take a whole of com-
munity approach.”

Singleton residents encouraged to nominate outstanding citizens for 
Australia Day honours

SINGLETON BREAKS THE SILENCE AROUND VIOLENCE

The hunt for Singleton’s most out-
standing citizens is on again, with 

nominations open for the 2017 Single-
ton Australia Day Awards.

All Singleton residents are eligible to nomi-
nate someone they think should be recog-
nised for their exceptional contribution to 
the community or personal achievement 
in 2016 as Citizen of the Year or Young 

Achiever of the Year.

Nominations close on Friday 25 November 
2016 with the awards to be presented on 
Australia Day, Thursday 26 January 2017.

2016 Singleton Citizen of the Year Kaye 
Stacy encouraged anyone who knew some-
one worthy to put their name forward.

“I always knew there were a lot of volun-

teers, but I now realise there are a lot more 
than a lot and just how much the commu-
nity is kept going by volunteers,” she said.

“The Singleton Show, for example, is run 
by volunteers – there has never been any-
one paid to run the Show.

“The trouble is the volunteers all go about 
it in their own quiet way, so the people are 
there but we don’t find them.
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It’s an exciting time in the Cellar Door for 
the team at Margan. We’re focussed on en-
hancing the guest experience and providing 
more reasons for people to visit Broke.

While the established complimentary 
wine tasting is still available at the Cel-
lar Door bar, a structured tasting with two 
wine flight options is also on offer for the 
discerning palate who craves a little more 
from their Cellar Door experience.

The arrival of custom made, hard wood 
tasting tables is allowing Margan to provide 
a personalised, in-depth tasting experience 
in the Cellar Door. For the nominal amount 
of $10 per flight (or $15 for both) the guest 
can experience a structured wine flight 
of both Margan premium ranges – White 
Label and Breaking Ground. 

Also available to complement this tasting 
experience is a menu of artisanal cheese-
boards, homemade charcuterie, fresh 

breads and local Broke olives.

Andrew Margan developed this concept 
with the goal of providing in depth infor-
mation about the terroir, style and innova-
tion reflective of these special wines.  A 
celebration of the Broke Fordwich region, 
traditional Hunter Valley varietals and the 
pioneering approach he has to Winemak-
ing.

Funding available for community get-togethers 
The Bulga Coal Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) 
Committee has allocated $20,000 of funding for events 
that foster and build community spirit in Broke,  
Milbrodale and Bulga. 

The funding (up to $500 per event) will be managed 
through the Broke and Bulga Hall Committees who  
have been allocated $10,000 each.

To find out more contact the Hall committee members listed below: 

Broke Hall  Bulga Hall  Bulga Hall 
Kathleen Everett: 6579 1470 Phil Reid: 6574 5237 Belinda Passlow: 6574 5113

Types of events that may receive funding include community barbeques, bonfires, dances,  
movie nights, picnic days – it’s up to you!   (Note: purchase of alcohol will not be funded).

Applications will be assessed based on how your event will: 

• Foster community relationships & encourage participation; 

• Be inclusive and open to all members of the community; 

• Be advertised to the entire community. 

MARGAN CELLAR DOOR ADDS TO TASTING ExpERIENCE
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Australian Wine Selectors have 
recently rated Broke Fordwich 

winegrower Greenway a silver for 
their Fiano:

“Pale lemon straw. Bright pear & Granny 
Smith & sea spray aromas. Vibrant, racy 
& mouth–watering with a lovely savoury 
texture & deep core of white fruit. 
Lemony acidity provides excellent 
balance & drive. A fantastic Fiano.” 
WS

John Marinovich and Anne Green-
way have been developing their 
Broke Fordwich vineyard for several 
years, working towards a mix of 
varieties that suits their passion for 
quality wine and gives customers 
new experiences.

Recently grafted on to existing stock 
the Fiano vines have exceeded expec-
tations, both in quality and yield.

Fiano (pronounced Fe – ar - no) is a 
white Italian wine grape variety that 
was grown primarily in the Campania 
region of southern Italy and on the 
island of Sicily.

Wine historians consider Fiano a 
“classical vine” of southern Italy that likely 
has its origins in ancient Roman Viticulture 
and perhaps may have even been cultivated 
by the ancient Greeks before them.

So while reclining on a cushion wearing 
your toga is not mandatory to the enjoy-

ment of this grape variety, it certainly 
provides fuel for your imagination!

Anne and John chose this grape to grow in 
their vineyard quite simply as it promised 
to display both chardonnay and sauvignon 
blanc characteristics - two favourite white 

grape varieties, given that it is too hot to 
grow sauv blanc in the Hunter, and there is 
an abundance of chardonnay already. 

“We have chosen the road less travelled and 
are very happy with the result. We think our 
customers will be too,” Anne said.

Offering a small range of reds, whites, 
rose’s – including a sparkling Fiano , the 
boutique vineyard has small production 
runs, making a mere 500, up to 800 cases 
each vintage. 

As a result, the newly established wine club 
membership will be limited to 350 
members.

Membership provides:

• Club 350 special prices on all wines

• Free freight within Australia, with 
purchases of 6 bottles or more

• Minimum commitment of 2 x 6 
wine packs per year

• Ability to choose your wines

• Invitations to members only 
‘BRUNCHEON BY THE BROOK’
(Mid October)

Contact: Anne Greenway
M 0418 164 382
CD 6579 1175 (weekends only)
350 Wollombi Road

Broke NSW 2330

Silver Awarded Broke Fordwich Fiano - a new trend?

Offering a small range of reds, whites, rose’s – including a sparkling Fiano a rose styles, the boutique vineyard has a 
limited small production runs producing making a mere 500, up to 800 cases each vintage
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The Broke Village Store 
has had a long history of 

association with the Broke 
Rural Fire Brigade and the 
current owner/managers 
have kept that link going 
with a much-needed dona-
tion to the local brigade.

One of the most crucial ele-
ment in combating fires - es-
pecially long-lasting bushfires 
- is not just the water in the 
hoses but a ready  supply of 
drinking water.  

  Store managers, Sam Nelluri 
and Raul Garikpati saw a need 
and offered to donate a com-
plete supply of drinking water 
to the brigade

Ken Fitzsimons- (centre) Secretary Broke Rural Fire Brigade, with Sam 
Nelluri and Raul Garikpati of the Broke Village Store.

Singleton High School has 
yet again produced a group of 
enthusiastic Rural Fire Ser-
vice cadets, with 10 students 
graduating the program in a 
formal assembly. 

Michael Johnsen MP, Godfrey 
Adamthwaite,  Assistant 
Commissioner Steve York 
AFSM, representing Commis-
sioner of the NSW Rural Fire 
Service, and the honourable 
members from the local Rural 
Fire Service (RFS) attended 
the ceremony to celebrate 
the achievements of not only 
the graduate students but the 
organisers and members in-
volved in making the program 
such a success.

Madylane Davis, Makayla Kaizer, Han-
nah Sturch, Samantha York, Steve Morris, 
Blake Marshall, Riley McMullen, Saman-
tha Odgers and Hayden Smidt were the 
hardworking students to graduate from 
the 10 week program and were awarded 
certificates and a celebratory bag of gifts 
for their efforts. 

Now in its eighth year, the RFS cadet pro-
gram aims to enhance student’s safety skills 
and teach them the basics when it comes to 
fighting a fire.

Mr Johnsen, who is a member of the RFS, 
said the cadet program was a wonderful 
opportunity for students to begin their vol-
unteering careers and congratulated each of 
the students for their efforts. 

“The members of the RFS and the work 
they do benefits the community at large,” 
Mr Johnsen said. 

“Whether you are a young or old it does not 
matter -anyone can volunteer.

“The RFS do the things that need to be 
done to help those who are vulnerable and 
it is wonderful to see the students getting 
on board with the cadet program.” 

The cadet program first began in 2005 with 
just five schools par-
ticipating. Since this 
time, there have been 
over 400 programs run.

The RFS Second-
ary Schools Cadet 
Program is open to 
Year 9 and 10 students 
as an elective for sport 
activity.

Singleton High School 
and the local RFS 
have a great partner-

ship and hope to see many 
more students graduate from 
the program. The program was 
designed to teach cadets skills 
such as:

• Basic fire fighting skills

• Appreciation of commu-
nity/volunteer spirit

• Appreciation of role of 
emergency services

• Appreciation of the fire 
behavior and therefore fire 
safety

• Casualty Assistance 
Skills

• Confidence, team work, 
leadership, initiative

• Communication Skills

Seven volunteers and staff from the Hunter 
Valley Team assisted with the delivery of 
the program.

“Broke Rural Fire Brigade 
would like to acknowledge and 
thank Broke Village Store for 
their kind donation of drink-
ing water for our volunteers 
for the upcoming fire season,.  
As a voluntary organisation 
we greatly appreciate all the 
assistance we can get and this 
donation will make life easier 
for the teams during firefight-
ing events,” Said Ken Fitzsim-
mons, Secretary, Broke Rural 
Fire Brigade

Fire permits are now required 
for any burning, permits can 
be obtained every Thursday 
between 5pm-6pm at the 
Broke Fire shed.

WATER, WATER EVERyWHERE

RURAL FIRE SERVICE CADETS GRADUATE

CONGRATULATIONS: The RFS cadet program graduates with the 
honourable RFS members and volutneers, Michael Johsen MP, Cr 
Godfrey Adamthwaite and relieving Deputy Principal Ian Skilton.

Singleton Argus

Offering a small range of reds, whites, rose’s – including a sparkling Fiano a rose styles, the boutique vineyard has a 
limited small production runs producing making a mere 500, up to 800 cases each vintage
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COME AND ENJOY OUR PRISTINE CERTIFIED ORGANIC VINEYARD!
FOR A WINE TASTING EXPERIENCE PAIRED WITH ORGANIC CHEESE
AND OLIVES, PLEASE CONTACT US P: 02 6574 5275  M: 0431357105

TASTE A RANGE OF AWARD WINNING ORGANIC WINES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Cellar Door hours  10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
AWARD WINNING WINES. AVAILABLE AT FINE WINE CELLARS.

WWW.ASCELLAWINE.COM
INFO@ASCELLAWINE.COM
WWW.SILKRADIOTV.COM  

RIVERPINES VINEYARD
203 THOMPSONS RD
MILBRODALE, NSW 2330

Jack’s bbq in the orchard

Tasting under the silk tree
Organic Wines

Bulga Community Centre Christmas Party
26th November 2016 @ 6pm

Games, prizes, raffles
For Santa details and enquiries contact

Phil Reid 6574 5237
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For many years the restaurant, wine 
cellar and bar at Mt Broke has con-
tinued to build on its reputation as 
a no-fuss fine food and wine venue.  
The casual, intimate converted dairy 
shed sets a relaxed atmosphere, evi-
dent the moment you walk in.

Owner- operator, Phil McNamara, is 
constantly seeking ways to increase 
customer enjoyment – either by 
upgrading the venue or adding to the 
dining experience.

As the popularity of the Mt Broke has 
increased, it has enabled Phil to extend 
the operating hours by opening Friday 
afternoon and adding a tapas option to the 
menu.

“Talking to customers I’ve realised a lot of 
them arrive Friday night into their holiday 
accommodation and are not real enthusi-
astic about catering for themselves, so we 
now offer the opportunity to wind down 
after a week at work and enjoy our Friday 

MT BROKE BUILDS ITS WINE AND 
FOOD pROFILE

Tapas,” Phil said.

“Whilst most of our customers are visitors 
to the region, a growing number of locals 
are popping in as well, and the new Friday 
option would be great for them as well,” he 
added.

Six star chef, Kevin Zeziola, trained 
and worked in Paris for over 8 years has 
brought an added style and sophistication 
to the menu.  There is a wonderful contrast 
between the stylish food, award winning 
wines and the rustic and rural surrounds.

LUNCH
Saturday/Sunday 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Complementary wine tasting

CELLAR
Saturday/Sunday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm

TAPAS FRIDAY 
Friday 3:00 pm – late

Cool Music – Local Tapas Bar Menu - 
European Beer – Estate Wine

10% Lunch Discount when a case of 
wine purchased - Offer available per 2 
people 

Street Address: 130 Adams Peak Rd Broke 
(Hunter Valley) NSW 2330

Postal Address: PO Box 108 Broke NSW 
2330

P: 02 6579 1314
M: 0428 409 584

E: philmcnamara@outlook.com.au

Sculpture in the Vineyards outdoor 
exhibition along the Wollombi Val-

ley Wine Trail’s five boutique vine-
yards, and in the Wollombi Village 
from 29th October to 4th December.

Exhibition opening night at Undercliff 
Winery – Saturday 29th October 5pm. 
Join us for the official launch of Wollombi 
Sculpture in the Vineyards 2016 at this 
year’s exhibition opening, complete with 
live music, canapés and of course some 
great vino!

Indoor sculpture exhibitions in partnership 
with Sculpture in the Vineyards

·       Cessnock Regional Art Gallery, 
Eriegnis is a curated exhibition of con-
temporary sculptural practices by invited 
artists, from 28th October to 4th December. 
The Ereignis exhibition will showcase the 
traditional alongside expanded practices 
under the sculptural pretext of ‘coming 
into view by belonging together’.  Selected 
artists will converge in this exhibition chal-
lenging our perceptions of the expected and 
unexpected.

Exhibition opening night at Cessnock 
Regional Art Gallery – Friday 28th October 
6pm, 16 Vincent Street Cessnock. Join 
us for the launch of the indoor exhibition 
Ereignis, with live performance by the 
Motel Sisters. It will be a lot of fun!

·       Old Fireshed Gallery, Wollombi Cul-
tural Centre

An exhibition of small scale works by 
exhibiting SINV 2016 artists. Open week-
ends, Saturday 5th November to Sunday 
27th November

For information on Sculpture in the Vine-
yards and the additional events throughout 
the festival including degustation tours, art-
ist talks and Aboriginal rock carving tours, 
please visit http://www.sculptureinthevine-
yards.com.au/

WOLLOMBI SCULPTURE IN THE VINEYARDS 2016
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5.30pm to 7.30pm 

     
 
 
 
 

 
 

Menu options from $32 pp with free room hire 
   High tea, Christmas parties, Weddings and family                   
festivities.  
We can arrange transfers to and from your 
accommodation 
  
  
 E

�e Willows Restaurant & Broke Village Store
�e focal point of the Broke community and surrounding area

�e Village Store serves many needs: 
Groceries, Newsagent, Co�ee Shop, Dine-In Restaurant, Delicatessen, 
Post O�ce, Bottle Shop, Petrol Station & Tourist Information Centre. 

�e Village Store also stocks an exclusive range of Broke Fordwich Wines. 

Enjoy a meal at 
The Willows Restaurant 

ALL DAY MENU
BEER ON TAP

 Dine in or al fresco 

Open: 7 days:  
Sunday to 

Wednesday till 8 p.m.
Thursday to Saturday 

till late.

4 Wollombi St, 
Broke 

NSW 2330 
Ph: 02 6579 1056

Massive growth has been realised 
in drawing international visitors to 
Australia.
The International Visitor Survey (IVS) for 2015-16 has just 
been released and it confirms our suspicions about the growth 
of the Asian market.

The number of international visitors to Australia has increased 
by 10 percent, resulting in 7.2 million entrances, and 248 mil-
lion visitor nights. The increase has realised 14 percent growth 
in visitor expenditure, with international visitors spending 
$38.1 billion in 2015-16.

China is the largest contributor to growth, with Chinese visitors 
spending $3.2 billion on holidays, and $3.9 billion on education 
in Australia. A total spend of $8.9 billion is significant for the 
Australian economy.

Comparably, USA spent $1.7 billion on holidaying and $0.4 
billion on education in Australia respectively, and a total spend 
of $3.6 billion.

Of the total share, New South Wales received 3.6 million visi-
tors, an increase of 10 percent on the previous year. Interna-
tional visitors spent $9.1 billion in NSW, a significant increase 
of 18 percent.

Professional Elvis 
Presley imper-

sonator, Scott Craw-
ford from Milbrodale 
performed an Elvis 
Tribute Show which 
was held at Bulga 
Community Centre 
on Saturday 15th Oc-
tober. About 60 people  
enjoyed  the Fantastic 
night. The Rock ,N 
roll Music  afterwards 
got many  dancing 
up  on the dance floor. 
There were Prizes 
for the best Elvis and 
Rock , N roll Theme. 
Elvis will be back next 
year at Bulga.
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The Landcare Group 
has been working in 

McNamara Park since 
1996 since it was formed.  
The group has been work-
ing to remove African 
Olives and other unwant-
ed weeds.  More recently 
Glencore has assisted 
the group by having a 
Community Vegetation 
Management Plan pre-
pared which has given the 
group a better focus  for 
making the park a more 
valuable public reserve.  

Working bees have been 
held involving both the 
Landcare Group and a team 
from Glencore who have 
achieved much in the com-
bined working bees and the 
greater numbers who have 
participated.  It is expected that a working 
bee will be held approximately every 6 
weeks.  

Landcare Group receives $15,000 from 

Local Land Services to continue its work 
in Broke’s three parks- McTaggart, Herbert 
and the Singleton End of McNamara 
Park.  A contractor has been appointed to 
carry out a large portion of the removal 
due to the size of the African Olive Trees- 
especially those at the Wollombi end of 

TEAMWORK: Glencore’s Teegan Hayward says the working bee is just the 
start of the ongoing management program.

McTaggart Park. In addition 
McNamara Park will be the 
site for a Cultural Burn.  It 
is expected that this will 
take place in early 2017. It 
is expected that this form of 
ridding an area of unwanted 
weeds and seeds will be 
done by a group from Wind-
sor following aboriginal 
cultural aspects of “caring 
for country”.

The group will keep the 
community informed about 
the activities. We are also 
pleased that Single Lo-
cal Government again has 
a Landcare Coordinator 
in Adam Dwyer who is 
working with the groups in 
the Singleton,Gresford and 
Dungog areas.    

The group would be happy for additional 
community members to assist with our ac-
tivities.  Please Ring Wendy Lawson 6579 
1334 or Roy Palmer 6579 1224

BROKE BULGA LANDCARE WORKING WITH 
GLENCORE TO IMpROVE MCNAMARA pARK
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The Cockfighter is a not-for-profit community 
service publication run by volunteers
Editor: Tom Jackson
Secretary: Sarah Purser
Production: Eden Anthony
Accounts: Ken McCraw
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND 
ORGANISATIONS

Broke Bulga Landcare Group Inc.
C/o President, Wendy Lawson
PO Box 120, Broke NSW 2330

Broke Fair Committee
Eden Anthony
President, Eden Anthony 
0498 633 864 mail@hunterstay.com.au

Broke Fordwich Wine & Tourism Assoc. 
President, Eden Anthony 
0498 633 864 mail@hunterstay.com.au

Broke Bush Fire Brigade
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 2330

Broke Community Hall
Kathleen Everett (02) 6579 1470

Broke Public School
Principal/P&C Association, 
Cochrane Street, Broke NSW 2330

Bulga Milbrodale Progress Association
President - John Krey            
6574 5376
PO Box 1032,  Singleton 2330
bmpa.contact@bigpond.com

Bulga Rural Fire Brigade
Captain: Adrian Gallagher 6574 5100. Permit officers: 
A Gallagher 6574 5100 and B Anderson 0417 403 153

Bulga Community Centre Inc.
Secretary Belinda Passlow 65745113
Treasurer and bookings Phillip Reid 65745237

NSW Rural Fire Service Hunter Valley District
2161 Putty Road Bulga 2330
Phone 6575 1200, Fax 6575 1299
email huntervalley.team@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Manager: Superintendent Ashley Frank.

Justice of the Peace
Tom and Sue Jackson 6574 5266
Graeme O’Brien 6574 5185
John Darr, Broke 0437 173 277
Joan McNamara 6579 1057

Milbrodale Public School
Principal/P&C Association 
Putty Road, Milbrodale NSW 2330

National Parks and Wildlife Service- Upper Hunter 
Area Bulga and Scone
Peta Norris, Putty Road, Bulga
NSW 2330  6574 5555

Palliative Care Volunteers
for Singleton & Cessnock
Kath Watkinson (02) 65722121

PID Admin  
Saywells 
12 Vincent St CESSNOCK 
office@saywells.com

PID - Private Irrigation
admin@bfpid.com.au
Water On/Off 1300 767 118

St Andrews Anglican Church Broke
Parish Secretary at 6571 1414

St Marks Anglican Church
C/o Marie Mitchell
Inlet Road, Bulga NSW 2330

The Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church Broke
Paul O’Toole
C/o Broke Post Office, Broke NSW 2330

Wildlife Rescue, Rehabilitation and Release
www.wildlifeaid.org.au 0429 850 089

&Trades    Services  Directory
Want to list your services? 
Just $60 per year 
65791259 mail@hunterstay.com.au

CARRIER - General
John Lamb 
6574 5205
MOB 0427 695 468

CARRIER - CATTLE
Lionel Caban 
6574 5366
MOB 0427 745 366

CATTERY
Jan Pennell 
6579 1450

CLEANERS - PRoFESSIoNAL 
Hunter Valley Cleaning Group
Hospitality and Private Cleaning 
0439-841-487
huntervalleycg@gmail.com

CoMPUTERS & CoMMUNICATIoN
BRUCE COwAN 
6579 1130

DIGITAL PRINT & DESIGN
BINK CREATIVE 
4990 3230   

ELECTRICAL CoNTRACToR
Robert McLaughlin
0405 555 901
rob.mac46@hotmail.com

GARDEN AND LAWN 
MAINTENANCE 
Grandview Gardens
Paul Dengate Horticulturalist 
0404009286
paul@grandviewgardens.com.au
grandviewgardens.com.au

GoURMET FooDS
Marian waite 
6579 1063
Mob 0409 791 063
marian@riverflatsestate.com.au

MECHANICAL & AUToMoTIVE 
SERVICES
Beyond Broke 
Mechanical & Automotive 
Services
Jason McCraw
Licensed Motor Vehicle Repairer
BROKE
0414 264 515
jmccraw@harboursat.com.au
beyondbrokemechenical.com.au

NATURAL THERAPIES
Gale Matley 
6579 1401

PIANo LESSoNS
Jan Pennell 
6579 1450

PooL & YARD MAINTAINANCE
Anthony Smolenaers
65791228 or 0400 367025

REAL ESTATE
Taylor Real Estate Hunter Valley
1300 803 300
0404 494 482
Catherine@taylorproperty.com.au
Taylorproperty.com.au
PO Box 3 Broke NSW 2330

VINEYARD SERVICES
Bright Vine Services
Vineyard consulting
0410625540
jennybright@bigpond.com
www.brightvineservices.com.au
563 Wollombi Rd, Broke NSW 2330

WINE MAKING
Michael McManus 
6579 1400
Mob 0403 014 787

GREEN TREE FROG.  (Litoria caerulea)

This large frog has horizontal pupil, large pads on its fingers and toes and 
partial webbing. It is light pale green to dark olive-green above, often 
spotted, sometimes with a white stripe down the side. The belly is pale 
cream. They are often found around houses and can climb up windows, 
gripping with the pads of its fingers and toes. It is a powerful jumper 
and often jumps on insects around outdoor lights. Males call to attract 
females from rocks beside waterways or hollows tree limbs or drainpipes 
which amplify their rasping “wark” or deep “crawk” calls. Females lay 
up to 3000 eggs in the northern wet season or in summer, squirting large 
clumps up to half a metre away into a pond where they sink to the bot-
tom. The tadpoles metamorphose into froglets at about 38 days old. Tree 
frogs eat any small animal it can swallow and lives in coastal and inland 
waterways.

I think we must have frogs in all of our drain pipes at the moment. ☺

  Elizabeth

Joeys Retreat

OUR WILDLIFE


